4.10.6

TOURISM

to differentiate them from normal tourist attractions
within the same area they may only be signed using
PART-TIME (fingerboard) sign GF17. These signs may
display a SYMBOL only, or a SYMBOL and the
PRIMARY name of the facility.
8

basis, and limit the need for change in the future.

4.10.7 Warrants
1

TEMPORARY ATTRACTION facilities are facilities
which are not available even on a part-time basis but
which are of a short term or "special event" nature -

(a) Level 1: general criteria relating to the location of the
facility and accessibility of the facility applicable to all
categories of facility;
(b) Level 2: criteria specific to each category and
individual facility type - in particular quality, hours of
operation and distance from the nearest or most
conveniently located route or town;
(c) Level 3:criteria specific to the design of the
TOURISM signface which may include the need to
display one or more of:
(i)
a primary name;
(ii) supplementary symbols;
(iii) an "area" collective symbol;

e.g. agricultural or other shows, sports events,
conferences, roadside holiday emergency
services etc.
These facilities are commonly signed for the duration of
their availability by temporary TGF17 signs erected by
service organisations. These signs utilize a PRIMARY
name and may incorporate a small symbol representing
the service organisation (see Subsection 4.10.28). If a
road or tourism authority wishes to erect a TEMPORARY
ATTRACTION sign the sign should adhere to the
principles of SYMBOL plus PRIMARY name, or
SYMBOL only.

4.10.6
1

2

3

Warrants relating to the provision of TOURISM signs
have been developed and are currently detailed in
Volume 2, Chapter 4. These warrants are based on a
three level approach as follows:

Standard of Facility

It is essential that a Regional Tourism Liaison Committee
(RTLC), when it receives an application for a
TOURISM sign, satisfies itself that the standards of the
facility concerned comply with what the public using the
facility would expect. This applies particularly to the
physical environs of the facility.

(iv)

the distance to the facility;

(v)

a route number.

In addition, at this level the need for the provision of an
INFORMATION LAYBY or a COMPREHENSIVE
INFORMATION CENTRE or BUREAU may be
established.

The assessment of the quality of a facility can be a
complex process, often beyond the resources of the
RTLC to conduct other than superficially. However, the
quality of warrants will be greatly enhanced by
feedback to the RTLC from various road and tourism
authorities within its region as experience in applying
them is built up. Authorities are encouraged to document
their experience in this respect with a view to the
improvement of all warrants (see Subsection 4.10.7).

2

Although the warrants provide specific requirements to be
complied with, they should always be applied with
flexibility and discretion, taking account of individual
circumstances such as remoteness or high density
development.

3

All facilities to be signed shall have a CLEAN,
WELL KEPT, AND ATTRACTIVE appearance, and
shall be in a GOOD STATE OF REPAIR.

Various tourism authorities publish detailed guides to
graded accommodation facilities which are regularly
updated. Authorities may utilise these handbooks to
obtain a quick indication of the standard of a facility.
The authority shall call for the applicant to submit a
letter of recommendation from the grading organisation.
Similarly authorities may call on the assistance of the
Automobile Association or similar organisations for
comment on the quality of a f a c i l i t y providing vehicle
services.

4.10.8 Signface Design Principles

4

When an application is received for TOURISM signing at a
junction or access road, the RTLC should survey other
facilities in the area to assess the collective need for
signing. This will enable TOURISM signs to be
properly designed, since additions which may upset the
signface layout cannot be easily accommodated later,
and to do so will be costly and wasteful of resources.

5

Should an application be received after TOURISM signs
have been provided then the RTLC may, subject to
acceptance of the need to sign the facility, arrange for a
new sign incorporating the existing and the new
information in the conventional manner, at the new
applicants’ expense.

6

Local Tourism Organisations (LTO's) should acquire the
detailed "grass roots" knowledge of facilities within their
area, which will assist the RTLC and road or local
authority to better provide signing on an area - wide
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1

The general principles relating to guidance signface
design and layout are covered in Chapter 1 and in
Sections 4.1 to 4.4.

2

The adoption of the DIN 1451 lettering style has led to a
reduction in size of TOURISM signs. In revising the
dimensional layout from earlier standards to conform to
DIN 1451 requirements, a range of spacing standards
has been adopted for TOURISM signs which is some
20% less than that used on DIRECTION or FREEWAY
DIRECTION signs. These spacing standards relate to
vertical and side spaces other than letter spacings, and a
reduced standard is considered to be acceptable and
consistent with the supplementary role of TOURISM
signs. The combined effect of these two design factors
has resulted in a significant overall reduction in
TOURISM sign sizes from earlier designs.

3 The use of DIN 1451 Style "B" lettering is
recommended. Consideration may be given to the use of
DIN 1451 Style "A" l ettering in low speed urban
environments.
4

TOURISM signface design places a high reliance
on large bold SYMBOLS to transfer the main part
of the message to road users. When the PRIMARY
name of a facility is also used it is used to
quality the reference of the symbol. The vertical
signface dimensioning is related to these large symbols
rather than the text. The height of each symbol is capable
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of supporting two lines of text without increasing the
vertical height of the sign. Two techniques are therefore
recommended to further contain TOURISM sign sizes
when text is involved. These techniques are

above service information in separate PANELS;
(d) a
multiple
number
of
accommodation
establishments' names may be indicated in one
PANEL
or
STACK
(an
accommodation
establishment's name may include the words
"hotel", "inn", "lodge", "guest farm", "game farm",
etc., as long as the maximum number of bits on the
sign comply with general design considerations of
Section 4.4);
(e) if more than one tourist attraction PANEL is
required these should generally be ordered vertically
in group order;
(f) if two or three PRIMARY names are given in one
PANEL, they should be arranged vertically on the
basis of the nearest at the top and the furthest at the
bottom (subject to the right-over-left rule applicable if
the panel is on a freeway advance exit TOURIST
sign and the maximum number of "bits" of information
in the display);
(g) the sequence for the display of more than one
service symbol in a STACK or PANEL shall always
be, from left to right - emergency services, light
vehicle services, food services and general
services, with the exception of a hospital service
symbol and primary name, which should be placed
to the RIGHT of any other symbols in a row;
(h) a maximum of five service symbols shall be
displayed in any one service STACK or PANEL and
more than one of these symbols may be of one
class of facility e.g. restaurant and take-away (If
such a STACK or PANEL would exceed 4 m in
length the service symbols should be rearranged
into two PANELS to reduce sign length. See
Subsection 4.10.10 with regard to the service facility
signing for by-pass towns.);
(i) when arranged in two PANELS as described in
paragraph 4.10.8.8(h) service symbols should,
where practical, be centred one above the other;
(j) if the combination of symbols and primary names, or
symbols on their own, results in an obvious
aesthetic imbalance in the layout of the signface the
message positions may be adjusted for a better
appearance.

(a) if the PRIMARY name is a two or more part namee.g. "Gold Reef City"
then the name could be placed in two lines in a
right-justified form in consultation with the applicant e.g.

Gold Reef
City
(b) if the PRIMARY name is long and can be
satisfactorily hyphenated without risk of loss of
meaning or readability then the primary name
should be hyphenated and placed in two lines in a
right justified forme.g.
MakgadiSuikerbosor
rand
kgadi
When, for ease of the arrangement of words, the
lower line of text becomes longer than the top
line then the text should be left justified. Two or
more lines of text referring to two or more
facilities of a common type (i.e. beaches) should
be left justified.
5

TOURISM signs are basically STACK-TYPE signs.
However, a separate sign STACK shall be provided
for each direction which requires a TOURISM sign,
on common supports with a clear vertical
space between stacks of 100 mm to 200 mm.
Signs used on Class B, C, or D routes will normally
comprise one or two STACKS, one for tourist and/or
service facilities to the right and one for those to the left.
When absolutely essential a third stack may be added at
the top, to cover the display relating to a straight-on
facility.

6

Freeway advance exit TOURISM signs shall only comprise
one STACK orientated with its trapezoidal shape pointing
to the left to indicate the high speed exit to an off-ramp.
This STACK-TYPE TOURISM sign may comprise up to
three PANELS separated internally by border lines.
Information for right-turns at off-ramp terminals shall
appear above that for left turns at off- ramp terminals
when both are indicated. (The sub- sequent advance
turn TOURISM sign on the off-ramp will conform to
signface design for Class B, C or D route TOURISM
signs in that it has separate STACKS for right and left
turns, mounted separately.)

7

A STACK-TYPE advance turn or final turn TOURISM
sign may be subdivided into up to three PANELS but the
total number of PANELS in a sign cluster (more than
one STACK) shall not exceed three PANELS.

8

Since a wide variety of information can be displayed on a
TOURISM sign the following rules regarding display
should be adhered to within each STACK, whether on a
freeway advance exit sign STACK or an individual
STACK of a multi-STACK sign on a Class B, C or D
route:
(a) each PRIMARY name used on a TOURISM sign
which relates to a different type of tourist facility
should appear in a separate PANEL with its
appropriate symbol;
(b) tourist information shall always be placed above
accommodation or service information and each
shall be in separate PANELS;
(c) accommodation information shall always be placed
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9

If INTERCHANGE NUMBERS are in use on a freeway or
other route they shall appear on all FREEWAY (or high
speed) ADVANCE EXIT signs GF1. INTERCHANGE
NUMBERS on TOURISM signs shall be provided in
black semi-matt material, in "B MOD" lettering, on a
white retroreflective background block in the top left corner
of these signs.

10 Since TOURISM signs are normally used in
supplement to DIRECTION or FREEWAY DIRECTION
signs on which route numbers are displayed route
numbers shall normally not be displayed on the TOURISM
sign. If a route, serving a tourist or service facility which
is the only public destination on that route, has been
numbered, this route number should be displayed on the
TOURISM sign provided at the relevant junction.
11 When a facility is signed in compliance with the distance
warrants a distance to the facility may be indicated for
distances greater than 1 km. Care should be taken in
exercising this option if the TOURISM sign has a complex
signface layout. The indication of a distance should
preferably be left until the sign or STACK concerned is
indicating the specific facility only. Alternatively a
TOURISM CONFIRMATION sign GF7 may be used to
give this information. The use of the two-line
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option described
in
paragraph
4.10.8.4(a)
is
recommended in these cases, as is the use of the letters
"km" after the distance -

4.10.10

e.g.

1

It is a characteristic of the development of road networks
that towns and cities which at one time had major routes
running through them become "By-Pass" towns when
these routes are upgraded. When this occurs the towns
and cities are provided with one or more access roads to
the "By-Pass" and DIRECTION signs are provided for the
junctions with these access roads.

2

The creation of a by-pass tends to have advantages
and disadvantages for the community that is bypassed. In simple terms through traffic is removed but
with it goes an often profitable trading situation. Local
authorities commonly wish to redress this loss and to do
so will resort to displaying advertising signs or additional
guidance signs. TOURISM signs represent the logical
road traffic sign medium to satisfy this need and as has
been stated in Subsection 4.10.1 the use of TOURISM
signs is to be preferred to advertising signs.

3

As a matter of policy therefore TOURISM signs may be
added to supplement the DIRECTION signs at a bypassed town. The display on the by-pass route shall be
limited to a maximum amount of information on the sign as
permitted Section 4.4, including the PRIMARY names.
If the allowable quantity of information is exceeded, a
tourist layby may be provided.

4

A local authority will commonly have tourist attractions in
addition to basic services to which it would wish to attract
passing traffic. If this is the case it is strongly
recommended that a TOURIST INFORMATION CENTRE
BUREAU or LAYBY be provided at, or near, the junction
with the by-pass. The TOURISM signs provided on the
by-pass shall then be limited to basic ADVANCE TURN
signs GF2 displaying the TOURIST INFORMATION
symbol GFS 85-8 (see Subsection 4.10.26).

5

If a by-pass town has two or more access roads which
intersect the by-pass the provision of TOURISM signs
must be considered carefully. The resultant signs shall
primarily be provided for the benefit of passing traffic i.e.
the availability of fuel should be indicated only at the
most easily accessed point. The provision of a
TOURIST INFORMATION CENTRE, BUREAU, or
LAYBY is still recommended as a safe and effective
solution to the signing problem, particularly if the town is a
popular tourist destination.

6

When a town has two access roads the service
information may be split to the best advantage of
passing drivers. This may be achieved as follows:

Hluhluwe
24km

12 SERVICE FACILITY EXIT SEQUENCE sign GFB and
REST AND SERVICE SEQUENCE signs GF9, which may
be used on freeways, also display distances in a similar
manner to the freeway EXIT SEQUENCE sign GAS. The
letters "km" are not used on these signs.
13 Lesser distances than 5 km may be used particularly in
urban areas on "follow-up" signs or on signs leading to
emergency services such as "Police" or "hospital".
Distances of 3 km or 1km are also commonly displayed on
LAYBY ADVANCE signs GF5. The use of the letters "km"
on the above sign types is recommended.
14 When the facility to be displayed is a terminal destination
on the route and it is the only public destination, such a
facility may be included on a DIRECTION sign for the
junction in question, in an "insert panel" with a brown
background colour.
15 The various signface layout rules described above are
numbered and illustrated in Volume 4, Chapter 7.

4.10.9

Symbols

1

The PRIMARY name on a TOURISM sign should be
preceded by an appropriate SYMBOL, EXCEPT on an
ACCOMMODATION
category
sign
when
SUPPLEMENTARY SYMBOLS may, according to the
facility category, be located BELOW the facility name.

2

Only one symbol shall be used with a PRIMARY name.
Normally SUPPLEMENTARY SYMBOLS should NOT be
used in combination with a SYMBOL plus PRIMARY name
display. Level 3 warrants relating to various aspects of
signface display, including the use of SUPPLEMENTARY
SYMBOLS are given in Volume 2, Chapter 4 (see
Subsection 4.10.7).

3

If the use of a PRIMARY name is considered superfluous
"Tourist" class SYMBOLS may be used on their own.
Follow-up signs incorporating a SYMBOL only may be
used to direct drivers through a number of junctions,
subsequent to the previous display of the SYMBOL
plus a PRIMARY name. Conversely if no suitable
symbol is available a PRIMARY name may be used on its
own, or, in exceptional cases, with SUPPLEMENTARY
SYMBOL(S) in a similar manner to that used on
ACCOMMODATION class signs.

4

If a symbol is used with three PRIMARY names
representing three facilities of the same type or three
lines of text then an enlarged "3-line" symbol should be
used to maintain signface balance. Dimensional details
are given in Volume 4.

5

A number of symbols should be oriented in the direction
of the turn to which they refer. These are indicated in
Section 4.0 and are illustrated in examples given in this
Section and in Volume 4, Chapter 7.

6

Only appropriate symbols approved by the relevant
Road Traffic Signs Technical Committee, and listed in
Section 4.0, shall be used .LOCATION sign and
DIRECTION sign symbols shall not be used on
TOURISM signs. A range of unique symbols is available
but preference should be given to generic symbols
wherever possible.
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Tourism Signing for By-Passed
Towns

(a) all facilities available (within the limitations detailed
earlier) may be indicated at the southern-most access
facing north-bound traffic and the same information
may be displayed at the northern-most access
facing south-bound traffic; OR
(b) the information may be split between the two
accesses, in a manner most appropriate to the highest
level of to drivers, and the information appropriate at
EACH access may then be displayed facing traffic
travelling in both directions (this may require a "pullthrough" straight-on STACK at a first access to ensure
that drivers pass this access to get to a facility
which is closer to the second ac- cess).
See Figure 4.78.
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7

Major by-passes with multiple access points will require
special treatment including the possible use of SERVICE
EXIT SEQUENCE signs GF8.

4.10.11 Tourism Signing in Urban Areas
1

majority of TOURISM signs be provided at a local level in
the street network to ensure that drivers are able to reach
their intended destination in the final stages of their
journey.
6

The competition for drivers' attention in urban areas is
likely to be significantly higher than in rural areas. In
addition space to effectively accommodate more and
more signs is likely to be limited. In urban areas the
presence of advertising signs contributes greatly to the
visual "clutter". The provision of unnecessary signs will
compound these problems to the real detriment of the
urban environment. It is therefore particularly important that
careful consideration be given to the need for
TOURISM signs in urban areas.

2

Individual needs can be established for TOURISM
signs in the smallest town and the largest metropolis.
Many tourist facilities in urban areas are signed by
unique non-standard signs. It is d e s i r a b l e that this
practice be discouraged and that signing of urban
tourist facilities be undertaken within the formal signing
system embodying the basic signing principles of
conformity, accuracy, uniformity and consistency. To
achieve this objective on a country-wide basis will
require extensive national awareness and educational
campaigns.

3

The provision of TOURISM signs in urban areas should be
planned in the following stages:
(a) establish manageable areas or zones;
(b) survey candidate facilities and classify them (see
Subsection 4.10.5);
(c) subject to the number of facilities assess whether
these can be signed effectively and economically on
an individual basis, or whether the provision of a
network
of
TOURIST
INFORMATION
CENTRES,BUREAUX or LAYBYS will best satisfy the
demand (see Subsection 4.10.26);
(d) prepare a plan which may involve a pro-active
approach whereby facility operators such as service
stations are approached to take part i n the
programme (at a cost to themselves), or having
identified the facilities, the plan may be to wait for
approaches to be made by facility operators before
providing signs on a co-ordinated basis.
4

It will be relatively common that TOURIST
INFORMATION BUREAUX exist in the central business
districts of towns or cities but these are, by virtue of the
traffic pressures, not necessarily readily accessible to
tourists. TOURIST INFORMATION facilities should
therefore be provided strategically on approach routes to
the most attractive tourist areas.

5

The majority of signs detailed in this manual are equally
applicable in urban as well as rural areas. Sign sizes
however can be designed to suite the individual
applications. The principles of Navigational Aids also apply
equally in urban and rural areas. In order to prepare an
effective programme of supplementary TOURISM signs
for the major routes (Class A and Class B) these routes
must be easily identifiable on maps and on the street.
STREET NAME signs GL1 and ROUTE MARKER signs
play an important role in urban areas. Information
provided at TOURIST INFORMATION CENTRES,
BUREAUX, or LAYBYS should therefore concentrate
first on ensuring that drivers are aware of the numbered
routes in the area. On the basis of these principles it is
recommended that in urban areas the
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Virtually all tourist facilities may occur in urban areas
and as such are likely to require signing. Signing may
take place at the discretion of the local authority and/or
metropolitan or regional authorities through the process
of consultation. The following have been considered but
have been classified as conventional destinations:
transport termini, central business districts, factories,
power stations, libraries, park 'n ride areas, CSIR,
shopping centres, educational establishments
(from schools to universities), churches, nurseries
and bicycle paths.

7

Due to the number of potential non-orientational
destinations within urban areas which may need, or feel
the need, to be provided with a DIRECTION sign, the
classification of destinations may not always be easy.
However, the introduction of LOCAL DlRECTION signs for
use in urban areas, to cater for similar destination types
to TOURISM DIRECTION signs, and in a similar
supplementary manner, means that it should not be too
difficult to allocate destination types to one or other
class. The boundary line between the two classes
should not be drawn too rigidly, allowing for a degree of
flexibility of allocation of certain destinations, according to
primary function, to either class (the dimensional
characteristics of each class are essentially the same). Full
details of urban guidance signing applications, with
warrants are covered in Volume 2, Chapter 9: Urban
Guidance Signing.

4.10.12

High Density Tourism Area

1

There are many areas in Southern Africa with great
potential for development. Development will bring with it the
need for roads and road traffic signs, particularly
guidance signs, to direct strangers to, and around, the
areas. One of the most important and stimulus for
development is tourism. Since tourism, in many
instances, tends to be related to natural features of the
country-side such as mountains, rivers, and coastlines,
development often occurs at quite high densities in
definable areas. Such areas also often occur on the
perimeters of towns and cities.

2

High densities of tourism facilities in an area normally
generate high levels of demand for more guidance
signing, from motorists and operators of the facilities.
Even with the fairly stringent rules and warrants applicable
to the provision of tourism signs, the potential will be
common that a chaotic number of signs could result. This
is undesirable because the presence of large numbers
of signs will:
(a) not achieve their purpose because their total effect will
result in an oversupply of information, beyond that
which drivers can reasonably and safely assimilate;
(b) create an unacceptable environmental intrusion,
often in areas most sensitive to the adverse effects of
such an impact;
(c) be costly, but not cost-effective.

3

The challenge is therefore to develop a systematic
approach to the guidance signing of a specific area,
taking into account the unique needs it may have.
When considering an area for designation as a HIGH
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DENSITY TOURISM AREA, the first steps should be to
determine whether the area has logical and manageable
l i m i t s , and can be given a unique identity. The
possibility of such areas adjoining each other is always
real, and it may even be necessary to consider one
small but unique area, wholly contained within another
larger area of somewhat different character of attraction.
The identification of the area can be achieved by means
of a unique collective or group name for the facilities in
the area, or by association with one of the many generic
or other tourism symbol themes (see Section 4.0). The
agreed i dentity may i nvolve both such components, as
indicated by the "Arts and Crafts" Midlands Meander
depicted in Figure 4.80.
4

Subject to the state of development of co-operation in a
region between road and tourism authorities (see
paragraph 4.10.1.8) it may be necessary tor the road
authority to broker the concept of a HIGH DENSITY
TOURISM AREA. A representative Regional Tourism
Liaison Committee (RTLC) should be established. The
RTLC should ideally fit into established tourism and
road organisation structures at primary, secondary and
tertiary (or local) levels.("Primary" may be a National
Tourism Organisation (NTO), and "Secondary" a
Provincial Tourism Organisation (PTO) or Regional
Organisation (RTO). The composition of such an RTLC
should not be prescriptive, but should reflect the specific
needs of the area. The principle role players serving on
such a consultative committee should be identified for
the area and should include:
(a) the Secondary (Provincial or Regional) Tourism
Organisation within whose jurisdiction the area falls;
(b) an elected representative of a committee of facility
owners and operators forming the Local Tourism
Organisation (commonly private enterprise, but not
exclusively so);
(c) a representative of the road or local authority.

5

The RTLC should, either directly or through the one or
more LTO's in the area, develop a comprehensive
Guidance Signing Plan specific to the area. This plan
should:
(a) create an inventory of tourist facilities, namely
attractions, services, accommodation etc.in the area,
noting whether these are full-time or part-time
facilities:
(b) create an inventory of existing guidance signs in the
area (including on the perimeter of the area):
(c) with the assistance of the road authority assess the
correctness of the DIRECTION signs which are
provided for the primary navigational or orientational
role, and take steps to ensure their upgrading, if not
correct, as quickly as possible;
(d) develop or adopt criteria for assessing the quality or
grade of facilities (Volume 2,Chapter 4: Tourism
Signing and Volume 2, Chapter 9 :Urban Guidance
Signing provide warrants suitable for much of this
process);
(e) identify the potential for creating TOURIST
ROUTES in the area (see Subsection 4.10.13);
(f) develop a system design for the effective TOURISM
signing of the area to avoid the undesirable aspects
listed in paragraph 4.10.12.2.

6

In addition to this process, and particularly if the area is
large, consideration should be given to providing
attractive information, laybys, centres or bureaux l o-
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cated strategically throughout the area. A good practice
in this regard is to consider identifying "gateways" to the
area which are then provided with information centres
(for more details on information laybys see Subsection
4.10.28, and on HIGH DENSITY TOURISM AREAS and
information centres or bureaux see Volume 2, Chapter
4).
7

Figure 4.81illustrates two typical situations which could
occur within a HIGH DENSITY TOURISM AREA. These
situations show a mix of full-time and part-time
TOURISM DIRECTION signs. It should be noted that the
use of TOURISM sign GF17 is limited to identified HIGH
DENSITY TOURISM AREAS.

4.10.13

Tourist Routes

1 TOURIST ROUTES are formally numbered routes. As
such they effectively take the "nearest numbered route"
closer in the road hierarchy to many tourist facilities.
The principle effect of numbering a TOURIST ROUTE is
that, at the turn off from a numbered navigational route,
i.e. 844, it is only necessary to provide a TOURISM sign
identifying the route. This sign will normally display the
tourist route number in yellow, a theme symbol (e.g.
scenic mountains, coastal etc.) and the route name which
may be unique or the same as the theme. This will be
significantly less information for drivers to absorb than
individual signs to all facilities along the route. This
approach may be relaxed if emergency facilities exist on
the route. The information relating to any emergency
facilities should be given in a separate panel below the
route description.
2

For examples of typical TOURIST ROUTE signs see
Subsections 4.10.17 and 4.10.18.Within a HIGH DENSITY
TOURISM AREA additional signing may be necessary to
provide route continuity or where two TOURIST ROUTES
intersect. This may be provided by a range of compact
TOURIST ROUTE MARKER signs GE18. Details of these
signs are given in Section 4.7.

3

TOURIST ROUTES can also be established over an
existing numbered navigation route. In this case a tourist
route number i s not allocated. The route is identified
by supplementary TOURISM signs giving the route theme
symbol and route name. TOURIST ROUTE MARKER
signs may also be used for such an application.

4.10.14

Shape, Size and Colours

1

TOURISM signs are basically rectangular in shape but are
unique in that all turn signs shall have the arrow side
edge cut back from top to bottom at a slope of 2 in 5 to
create a trapezoidal shape. Straight-on stack signs,
which are not commonly used, and facility sequence
signs are rectangular in shape. "TOTEM" signs used
within Rest and Service Areas are square in shape.
PART-TIME and TEMPORARY facility signs utilize a
fingerboard shape.

2

The size of TOURISM signs is commonly dependent on
the message to be displayed. Dimensional details for all
sign types are given in Volume 4, Chapter 7. It should be
noted that TOURISM signs are generally sized around
the symbol(s) used. The dimensional principles are
similar to normal 01RECTION signs.(see Subsection
4.10.8 and Volume 4, Chapter 7, Section 7.1 for further
details.)

3 In common with DIRECTION signs all TOURISM signs

SADC - RTSM - VOL 1

MAY 2012

are dimensioned in multiples of the DIN 1451 letter
stroke width "d". This enables a sign to be sized for any
standard letter size from one dimensional detail. The
choice of letter size is dictated by various factors such as
the amount of information, road width, speed limit etc.
4

TOURISM signs shall have a unique BROWN background colour and all arrows, legend and border shall be
white with a few exceptions. A few symbols, mainly in the
EMERGENCY SERVICES group, such as Police,
Hospital and SOS Telephone are used in colour to make
them distinctive.

5

The only temporary TOURISM sign type is
TEMPORARY ATTRACTION sign TGF17, commonly
used to sign special events. TGF17 sign have a black
matt background with yellow retroreflective border and
lettering.

4.10.15

Retroreflectivity

1 It is recommended that all arrows, symbols, text and
borders used on TOURISM signs be retroreflective.
The use of retroreflective materials for background
areas is optional.
2

The retroreflective materials used shall conform to the
provisions laid down in Chapter 1.

4.10.16

Sign Numbering

1 Although there are relatively few different types of
TOURISM sign, due to the considerable number of
standard symbols and facility types a great many sign
combinations are possible. The signs are numbered in a
similar manner to other guidance signs, namely
GF1,GF2, GF3 etc.
2

In order to accommodate the wide range of variations in
signface type the basic sign number may be
expanded by a simple supplementary number code.

3

The supplementary number code refers to the number of
panels in a stack as follows (see also Volume 4,
Chapter 7):
(a) GF1.1 (one panel- optional for GF1);
(b) GF1.2 (two panels);
(c) GF1.3 (three panels).
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NOTES:
(1) Values for distance "Y" + "Z" for which a sign maybe
warranted are given in Volume 2, Chapter 4.
(2) Access road distance "Z" may vary widely.

WAY DIRECTION signs.
(4) Where "Y" or "Z" is greater than 500 m, an advance
sign GF2 may be provided on the cross road in
advance of the final turn.

(3) Signs GA2, GA3, GA4 and GA6 are standard FREE-

Fig 4.76
GUIDANCE

Tourism Signing Sequence- Class "A" Roads (Freeways)
SADC - RTSM - VOL 1
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NOTES:
(1) Distance "X" is the standard advance locating distance for
an ADVANCE DIRECTION sign GD1.
(2) Values for distance "Y" + "Z" for which a sign maybe
warranted are given in Volume 2, Chapter 4.

Fig 4.77
MAY 2012

(3) Access road distance "Z" may vary widely.
(4) Sign GD2 is a standard DIRECTION sign.
(5) Where "Y" or "Z" is greater than 500 m, an advance
sign GF2 may be provided in advance of the final turn.

Tourism Signing Sequence- Class "B", "C" or "D" Roads
SADC - RTSM - VOL 1

GUIDANCE

NOTES:
(1) Detail 4.78.1 illustrates a single access by-passed
town with the provision of an ADVANCE TURN tourism
sign GF2 on each approach. If the town has many
facilities of interest to tourists an INFORMATION
CENTRE, BUREAU, or LAYBY should be provided
approximately as indicated.

the town. (The same could be done for the hotel
accommodation if considered necessary). Sign GF2 (B)
shows all facilities in both directions since the facilities are
close-by. Sign GF2 (C) may be added because the fuel
service is very close by. (NB- POL = Police; F- Fuel
and H =Hotel).

(2) In Detail 4.78.2 sign GF2 (A) includes a straight-on
stack so that drivers needing to reach Police service will
be able to reach without having to travel through

(3) See Figure 4.78 for details of Typical INFORMATION
LAYBY.

Fig 4.78
GUIDANCE

Basic Principles- Tourism Signing for a By-Passed Town
SADC - RTSM - VOL 1
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NOTES:
(1) FINAL TURN sign GF3 is optional.
(2) ADVANCE TURN sign GF2 is desirable.
(3) The provision of all tourism signs to accommodation
facilities is subject to compliance with warrants.

Fig 4.79
MAY 2012

(4) Tourism signs should not normally be provided at
the junction of two numbered routes. However,
discretion may be exercised under the circumstances
covered by paragraph 4.10.2.
(5) Also refer to Figure 4.77.

Basic Principles - Tourism Signing for Accommodation
SADC - RTSM - VOL 1
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F i g 4.80
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Signing of a High Density Tourism Area
SADC - RTSM - VOL 1
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4.10.17

TOURISM

Fig 4.81
MAY 2012

Signing of Part-Time Facilities
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FREEWAY ADVANCE EXIT
GF1.1

For dimensions
ref. Vol. 4
pages

COLOURS:
PERMANENT
Border & text:
Symbol(s):

7.2.1
to
7.2.14

-Background:
Interchange
Number:

4.10.17
1

Freeway Advance Exit

FREEWAY ADVANCE EXIT signs of the type GF1 are
ground-mounted STACK-TYPE signs which may be
used to supplement a freeway exit direction sign
sequence to give early guidance of a high speed
exit at an interchange ahead, which serves a
tourism facility or facilities, in addition to the
Indicated destinations. A GF1 sign shall not be used
at a freeway system to system interchange. If a section
of freeway has warranted the use of OVERHEAD
direction signs the GF1 sign should be retained in its
ground- mounted form unless this is not practical e.g.in a cutting provided with retaining walls or side
space is otherwise limited.

2

3

White retroreflective
White or coloured
retroreflective
(See Section 4.0)
Brown semi-matt or
retroreflective
Black semi-matt

GF1 signs should be located on the left side of the
roadway at a distance of 500 m to 600 m from the offramp exit point This should place the sign approximately
half way between the FREEWAY ADVANCE EXIT
DIRECTION sign GA2, and the FREEWAY EXIT
DIRECTION sign GA3 located at the exit point If the
position of the GA2 sign is significantly different to that
recommended, the position of the GF1 sign may be
adjusted accordingly. The position of the GF1 sign, as with
any other freeway guidance sign, should be adjusted
locally to allow for features such as crest vertical curves or
bridge abutments which may tend to obscure it. The GF1
sign should not be located less than 300m from a GA2 or
a GA3 sign.
A distance to the exit should not normally be included on
a GF1 sign. However, when used to sign an exclusive exit
to a roadside facility such as a Rest and Service Area,
the GF1 sign may be located in the normal position of
a GA2 sign. In this case the inclusion of the distance to

GUIDANCE

the exit, normally "1 km", is recommended. The inclusion
of this distance on a GF1 sign for a named Rest and
Service Area will commonly require that the signface
contains three lines of text (see paragraph 4.10.9.4).
4

No arrow is displayed on GF1 sign. The GF1 sign shall
always have a trapezoidal shape “pointing” to the left. If
signing of an un-numbered high speed exit is
r e q u i r e d on a freeway the interchange number block
should be re- placed by a STACK-TYPE 2 arrow.
Provision is made in Section 4.2 for the design of a sign which is
installed initially without an interchange number but for
which a number is anticipated within the life of the sign.

5

There is no difference in signface layout for GF1 signs for
rural and urban applications as is the case with
FREEWAY DIRECTION signs. The place name (town or
city) shall not be used on a GF1 sign.

6

The information displayed on a FREEWAY ADVANCE
EXIT sign GF1 may be wholly tourist attraction
information or wholly tourist service information or it may
comprise a combination of both types of tourism facility
information. Figures 4.82 and 4.83 illustrate a range of
permitted variations of signface design for GF1 signs.

7

A GF1 sign shall only comprise one STACK. This stack
may contain up to three PANELS. Signface design
principles are covered in Section 4.10.8. If two or three
facilities of the same type require to be indicated this
shall be accomplished within one PANEL or STACK
using one common symbol. The symbol should be
enlarged when three lines of text are required (see
paragraph 4.10.9.4)

SADC - RTSM - VOL 1
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Detail 4.82.1

Detail 4.82.3
Detail 4.82.2

Detail 4.82.4

Detail 4.82.5

Detail 4.82.6

Detail 4.82.7

Detail 4.82.8

Detail 4.82.9
NOTES:
(1) The examples illustrated in this Figure are all of single
PANEL and single STACK signs. Further examples are
given in Figure 4.83.
(2)

Principles illustrated are:
4.82.1 - three facilities of the same type, left justified
text, enlarged symbol for 3-line display;
4.82.2- direct access advance exit sign to a Rest and
Service Area with distance to exit;
4.82.3 - direct access exit sign to Rest and Service
Area;

Fig 4.82
MAY 2012

4.82.4 - graded accommodation facility;
4.82.5 - single service available;
4.82.6 - hospital symbol and name relocated to right side
of other symbols (an emergency service
normally should appear first from the left.)
4.82.7 - numbered tourist route;
4.82.8 - direct access advance exit sign to a Truck
Rest and Service Area;
4.82.9 - direct access exit sign to Truck Rest and
Service Area.

Permitted Variants of Freeway Advance Exit Signs - GF1.1
SADC - RTSM - VOL1
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Detail 4.83.1

Detail 4.83.2

Detail 4.83.3

Detail 4.83.4

Detail 4.83.5

NOTES:
(1) The examples illustrated in this Figure are two and
three PANEL single STACK signs.
(2) Principles illustrated are:
4.83.1 - two PANELS, both to Tourist Attractions,
symbols centred on each other, text left
justified;
4.83.2 - two PANELS, upper one to a "Tourist" facility
and lower one to Tourist Services, no
interchange number, service symbol spacings
equalized;
4.83.3 - two PANELS, both to Tourist Services,

Fig 4.83
GUIDANCE

symbol order as per paragraph 4.10.8.8(g),
symbols equally spaced in each PANEL;
4.83.4 - three PANELS, upper two to Tourist Attractions
and lower one to Tourist Services;
4.83.5 - two PANELS, upper one with 3 destinations of
one type of Tourist Attraction (note enlarged
symbol), lower panel with Tourist Services.
(3) Example 4.83.1 shows correct right-over-left orientation
for the ramp terminal but this is incidental. Other
examples do not indicate orientation. This will be given by
GF2 signs on the off-ramp.

Typical Examples of Panels on Freeway Advance Exit Signs – GF1
SADC - RTSM - VOL 1
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TOURISM
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ADVANCE TURN
GF2

COLOURS:
PERMANENT
Border. arrow
& text:
Symbol{s):
Background:

4.10.18

White retroreflective

7.2.15
to
7.2.24
7.2.48
7.2.50
to
7.2.58

White or coloured
retroreflective (See
Section 4.0)
Brown semi-matt or
retroreflective

Advance Turn

'

1 ADVANCE TURN signs of the type GF2 are groundmounted STACK-TYPE signs which may be used to
supplement direction signs on freeway off-ramps or on
Class B, C or D roads to give advance guidance that
the junction ahead serves a tourism facility or
facilities, In
addition to
the
Indicated
destinations. GF2 signs may be used on their own
when the junction ahead serves only a tourism
facility.
2

GF2 signs should be located on the left side of the
roadway. When STACK-TYPE ADVANCE DIRECTION
signs GD1 are used, the GF2 signs should be located
beyond the GD1 sign, at a distance from the junction
equal to two-thirds of the distance of the GD1 sign from
the junction. On a freeway off-ramp similar conditions
shall apply when an ADVANCE RAMP TERMINAL
DIRECTION sign GA5 is used, subject to a minimum
distance between signs of 60 m.

3

In special circumstances, at a junction where doubt
might otherwise be created or where facilities exit to left
and/or right and in the straight ahead direction, a GF2
sign may be used to indicate a straight ahead facility.
Although this application does not involve a turn at
the junction ahead, it is c l a s s i f i e d as an
ADVANCE TURN sign for design purposes.

4

A distance to the turn should not normally be given
unless the GF2 sign is being used in advance of a direct
access Rest and Service Area in which case it is
recommended that the sign be located 500 m to 1 km in
advance of the access and the distance be indicated (see
also Subsection 4.10.21).

5

A distance to the facility may be indicated on a GF2
sign when the distance is greater than might be
expected by drivers, but not less than 5 km in the rural
situation. Should the inclusion of a distance result in a
requirement for three lines of text an enlarged symbol
may be used (see Volume 4,Chapter 7).When several
turns are required between the junction where a facility is
first signed, and the FINAL TURN towards the facility is
reached, a FOLLOW-UP variation of the GF2 sign may
be utilized. This may be used on rural scenic routes or
in urban areas. The FOLLOW-UP variation of the GF2
sign omits the use of a PRIMARY name but may include
a distance, which may be less than 5 km.

GUIDANCE

For dimensions ref.
Vo/4
pages

6

Details of arrow types used on GF2 signs are given in
Volume 4, Chapter 5. A GF2 sign shall display a
STACK-TYPE 5 arrow when the display is for
service(s) only and a STACK-TYPE 6 arrow for
tourist attractions. When used for a straight ahead stack
the GF2 sign shall use a STACK-TYPE 4 arrow.

7

The signface layout of GF2 type signs does not vary for
rural and urban applications. However, the choice of
letter size, on which the whole sign size is based, may
vary considerably for high speed rural and low speed
urban conditions. The choice of letter size is covered in
the Section 4.4.

8

The information displayed on an ADVANCE TURN
sign GF2 may be wholly for tourist attractions or wholly for
services, or it may comprise a combination of both types
of tourism facility. Figures 4.84 to 4.86 illustrate a range
of permitted variations of signface design for GF2 signs.

9

A GF2 sign may comprise up to three STACKS, namely a
straight-on stack, a right-turn stack and a left-turn stack,
arranged vertically from top to bottom in this order, as
for a STACK-TYPE ADVANCE DIRECTION sign GD1.
These STACKS shall normally be mounted on common
supports and shall have a clear vertical separation
between stacks of 100 mm to 200 mm. A STACK may
be subdivided into up to three PANELS but the total
number of PANELS and/or STACKS used in one sign
cluster shall not exceed three. When mounted on
common supports it is recommended that all STACKS be
made equal in length to the longest STACK. If a
significant waste of sign area will result then the
STACKS lengths may be made different.

10 Up to five service symbols may be displayed in one
STACK up to a maximum stack length of 4000 mm. If a
longer sign is required the symbols shall be rearranged into two PANELS within the STACK. Symbols
may be centred above/below each other or the spacing
between symbols in one PANEL may be equalised.
11 When the GF2 sign is used in advance of a junction
with a numbered route which serves only tourism
destinations, the route number should be included on the
GF2 sign in the text line above the name of the facility.

SADC - RTSM - VOL 1
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4.10.23

TOURISM

NOTES:
(1) All examples are single PANEL single STACK signs.
See Figure 4.84.
(2) Principles illustrated are:
4.84.1 - straight-on advance sign with distance;
4.84.2 - inclusion of route number- only destination a
tourist attraction;
4.84.3 - typical right justification into two lines;

Fig 4.84
MAY 2012

4.84.4- 3 lines including distance, enlarged symbol;
4.84.5- named trucks - only rest area, symbol
oriented in the direction of turn;
4.84.6 - "Services" only;
4.84.7 - follow-up sign, symbol only;
4.84.8- follow-up sign, symbol plus distance;
4.84.9 - straight-on follow-up sign;
4.84.10 - advance sign for parking area.

Permitted Variants of Advance Turn Signs - GF2
SADC - RTSM - VOL 1
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Detail 4.85.2

Detail 4.85.3

NOTES:
(1) All examples illustrate options for
the layout of ACCOMMODATION
TOURISM signs including the use of
the full name of the facility.
(2) Principles illustrated are:
4.85.1-accommodation
with
restaurant open to public name in two lines- right
justified;
4.85.2-accommodation with no
public restaurant;
4.85.3-alternative layout
using
SUPPLEMENTARY
SYMBOLS;
4.85.4-three hotels in the same
direction,
with
public
restaurant - left justified;
4.85.5-two hotels and a camp site
(with
chalets)
in
one
direction - both hotels have
public restaurants;
4.85.6-alternative layout to Detail
4.85.5 - showing the need to
separate the hotel symbols
because o n one has a
public restaurant- the camp
site indicates that its principal
accommodation is chalets.

Fig 4.85
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Accommodation Variants of Advance Turn Signs - GF2
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4.10.25

TOURISM

Detai1 4.86.3
Detail 4.86.4

Detail .4.86.5

NOTES:
(1) Principles illustrated are:
4.86.1 - two PANELS, both to "Service" facilities ,next
sign after Detail 4.84.3, all services in the
same direction;
4.86.2 - two PANELS, two-part names right justified;
4.86.3 - two PANELS - top one Tourist Attraction,
lower one Tourist Services;

Fig 4.86

MAY 2012

4.86.4- two PANELS- both ACCOMMODATION examples;
4.86.5 - an example of three TOURISM DIRECTION sign
stacks, with clear separation; stacks have
been made the same length for aesthetic and
mounting reasons ("Big Lagoon" stack dictates
length); other stacks have internal spacings
equalised to use up extra length; there is no
attempt to justify text.

Typical Examples of Stacks and Panels on
Advance Turn Signs - GF2
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FINAL TURN
GF3
For dimensions
ref. Vo/4
pages

COLOURS:
PERMANENT
Border, arrow
& text:
Symbol(s):
Background:

White retroreflective

4.10.19
1

7.2.25
to
7.2.30
and
7.2.49

White or coloured
retroreflective
(See Section 4.0)
Brown semi-matt or
retroreflective

Final Turn

FINAL TURN signs of the type GF3 are groundmounted STACK-TYPE signs which may be used to
indicate the final turn towards a tourism facility.

2

GF3 signs should be located in the far left-hand corner of
the junction, e.g. beyond the point at which the turning
movement(s) will take place.

3

Sign GF3 should not be used if the f a c i l i t y and the
turn-off is clearly visible from the approach road.

4

A distance to the facility may be included on a FINAL
TURN sign GF3 when the facility is some distance from the
junction or if the access road standard is significantly
lower than that of the road approaching the final turn point.
This distance should normally be greater than 5 km in
rural situations but lesser distance may be indicated in
urban areas, particularly in relation to such facilities as
Police, hospitals or information laybys or centres.

5

If one or more FOLLOW-UP type GF2 signs have been
used in advance of a FINAL TURN sign, the FINAL
TURN sign should, when indicating a tourist attraction,

MAY 2012

re-introduce the PRIMARY name of the facility.
6

Details of arrow types used on GF3 signs are given in the
Volume 4, Chapter 5. A GF3 sign shall display a
STACK-TYPE 1 arrow for single PANELS and a
STACK-TYPE 3 arrow for more than one PANEL. A
straight on version of a GF3 sign should not normally be
used. When signing facilities on lower classes of road
the arrow may be omitted altogether as an economy
measure.

7

GF3 signs should conform to the provisions of Subsection
4.10.8 and the additional provisions of Subsection 4.10.19
on ADVANCE TURN sign GF2. A range of typical
examples is illustrated in Figure 4.86.

8

A GF3 sign may comprise up to two STACKS, namely a
right-turn stack and a left-turn stack. These stacks shall
normally be mounted on common supports with a clear
vertical separation between stacks of 100 mm to 150
mm. A STACK may be subdivided into up to three
PANELS but the total number of PANELS in a sign
cluster shall not exceed three PANELS.

SADC - RTSM - VOL 1
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NOTES:
(1) Principles illustrated are:
4.87.1 - two PANEL combination with Tourist Attraction
over Accommodation;
4.87.2 - three lines of text including a distance enlarged symbol;
4.87.3- public access to hospital, name placed in
two lines to shorten sign;

Fig 4.87
MAY 2012

4.87.4- Truck Rest and Service Area;
4.87.5- omission of STACK-TYPE 1 arrow;
4.87.6- use of symbol on its own;
4.87.7- omission of STACK-TYPE arrow AND
symbol only display.

Permitted Variants of Final Turn Signs - GF3
SADC - RTSM - VOL 1
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GORE EXIT
GF4

COLOURS:
PERMANENT
Border & arrow: White retroreflective
Legend:
Black semi-matt
Background:
Brown retroreflective
Chevron:
Red retroreflective on
white retroreflective

4.10.20
1

2

For dimensions
ref. Vol 4
pages
7.2.31

Gore Exit

A GORE EXIT sign GF4 shall be used to indicate to
drivers the gore, or area of separation of the offramp from the main freeway carriageway, at the
high speed exit from a freeway to a Rest and
Service Area and to provide limited exit
information in the form of the interchange or exit
number, when allocated, or alternatively the word
EXIT.

gore as close to the end of the paved area as possible,
consistent with adequate side clearance to the travelled
way.
3

GF4 signs shall use a STACK-TYPE 3 arrow displayed in
a horizontal position pointing to the left.

4

The size of GORE EXIT signs GF4 is fixed at 1600 mm
wide and 1800 mm high. The CHEVRON sign should be
600 mm in height and 1600 mm wide resulting in an overall
sign height of 2400 mm.

GF4 signs, in combination with GORE CHEVRON
sign, W414, shall be located within the nose area of the

LAYBY
GF5
For dimensions
ref. Vo/4
pages

COLOURS:
PERMANENT
Border & arrow: White retroreflective
Legend:
White retroreflective
Background:
Brown retroreflective
or semi-matt

7.2.32
7.2.33

GF6

4.10.21
1

Layby

LAYBY ADVANCE signs GF5, and LAYBY TURN-IN
signs GF6, are ground-mounted signs which may be
used to give guidance to drivers regarding the
existence of a roadside layby ahead, and to
i n d i c a t e the point of entry to the layby,
respectively.

2

GF5 signs should be located on the left side of the road at
a standard distance of 1 km or 3 km in advance of the
roadside layby.

3

GF6 signs should be located on the left-side of the road at
the point of entry to the layby. Wherever possible the sign
should be located beyond the point of TURN-IN to the
layby but if no suitable position is available the sign should
be located immediately before the layby. A GF6 sign
should not be used unless preceded by a LAYBY
ADVANCE sign GF5.

4

GF5 signs include a fixed distance of 1 km in the
signface display. If it is appropriate the distance
displayed may be increased to 3 km. No arrow shall be
used on a GF5sign.

MAY 2012

5

GF6 signs use a STACK-TYPE 1 arrow and shall not
indicate any distance.

6

The LAYBY ADVANCE signs GFS and the LAYBY
TURN-IN signs have a standard size for a given letter
size irrespective of the symbol used. GF5 and GF6
signs are most commonly used to sign roadside Rest
Areas of Classes 1 and 2 (facilities which are not named
Rest and Service Areas) using symbols GFS 86-1 and
GFS 86-2 respectively.

7

GF5 and GF6 signs may also be used for other roadside
laybys providing tourist information (symbol GFS 85-8) for
curio shop or farm stall (symbol GFS 85-12), or in remote
areas, drinking water (symbol GFS 85-4). Roadside
information laybys may also be provided with a TOURIST
INFORMATION BOARD which may take on a wide
variety of layouts but should utilise the tourism sign colour
code and incorporate the TOURIST INFORMATION symbol
GFS 85-8 displayed in the top right-hand corner (see
Subsection 4.10.28).
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CONFIRMATION
For dimensions
ref. Vo/4
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COLOURS·

GF7

PERMANENT
Border:
.L
. egend:
Background:

7.2.34

4.10.22
1

Confirmation

CONFIRMATION signs GF7 may be used to give
reassurance or confirmational guidance to
drivers that they are travelling towards the tourist
facility of their choice and that it is located at the
distance indicated.

2

GF7 signs are not recommended for general use. Their
use should be reserved for situations where a tourist
facility is located some significant distance along a road and
when the facility is the only public destination on that
road.

3

In rural situations sign GF7 should not be repeated at
regular intervals along the final approach road to the
facility. The use of GF7 signs in urban areas may offer a
useful compact sign to reassure drivers seeking, for
instance, an INFORMATION CENTRE, particularly in

MAY 2012

White retroreflective
White retroreflective
Brown retroreflective
or semi-matt

a by-passed town.
4

GF7 signs should be located on the left side of the
roadway and a short distance beyond a road junction.
The distance from the junction should range between 30
m in urban areas, to 60 m in rural areas.

5

GF7 signs differ from CONFIRMATION signs of the
type GD3 in that the distance should be indicated below
the facility name and should be followed by the letters
"km". Due to its limited application a GF7 sign should
normally only indicate the name of one tourist facility
and should not normally include the display of a route
number unless the sign is indicating the only destination
along a numbered route. If a route number is
displayed it should be centred above the tourism message
(see Volume 4, Chapter 7).
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SERVICE EXIT SEQUENCE
GF8.3
COLOURS:
PERMANENT
Border
Symbols:
Interchange
Number:
Place name:
Background:

White retroreflective
White or coloured
retroreflective
(See Section 4.0)
Black semi-mall

7.2.35
7.2.36

Black semi-mall
Brown semi-matt or
retroreflective

4.10.23
1

For dimensions
ref. Vol 4
pages

Service Exit Sequence

A SERVICE EXIT SEQUENCE sign GF8.2 or GF8.3
may be used to provide guidance, in advance of
a number of freeway exits as to the service
facilities available at these exits, or adjacent to
them.

2

changes at which services are not available need not
be indicated on GF8 signs.
5

(a) the town or city name in the top panel (LOCATION
information);
(b) the interchange numbers for the next two or three
interchanges in sequential order from top to bottom
on the left side of the sign;
(c) up to three service symbols at each of the different
exits;
(d) the distances from the sign to each interchange exit
point without the letters "km".

This sign should be reserved for freeway by-pass
situations where a wide range of service or
accommodation facilities are available at a number
of exits on the by-pass.

3 GF8 type signs should be located on the left side of the
roadway at a distance of 2 km to 4 km from the first exit
which has service facilities. Care should be exercised
to achieve adequate separation from other
DIRECTION signs. In a metropolitan environment, it
may be advantageous to locate a GFB sign a short
distance from a systems interchange on the exit side.
4

GFB signs may display service information related to
two or three sequential interchanges on a section of
roadway. When there are many interchanges on a
section of road, consideration may be given to
providing GF8 signs systematically along the section.
Inter-

MAY 2012

The information given on a GFB sign should comprise:

A SERVICE EXIT SEQUENCE sign shall NOT display
any PRIMARY names e.g. hospital or hotel. These
PRIMARY names may be used in the normal way on
subsequent GF1, GF2 and GF3 signs.
6

The general rules relating to symbol order as given in
Subsection 4.10.8 shall be adhered to.
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REST AND SERVICE SEQUENCE
GF9.1
For dimensions
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COLOURS:

7.2.37
to
7.2.42
-

PERMANENT
Border & legend: White retroreflective
Symbols:
White or coloured
retroreflective
(See Section 4.3)
Route number: Yellow retroreflective
Interchange
Black semi-matt
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Background: · Brown semi-matt or
retroreflective

GF9.2

4.10.24
1

Rest and Service Sequence

A REST AND SERVICE SEQUENCE sign of the type
GF9.1 or GF9.2 may be used to provide early
guidance to drivers along a route, as to the
distances to the next two places where Rest and
Service Area facilities are available.

2

The use of this sign should be reserved for sections of
freeway or class B route on which Rest and Service
Areas have been provided at regular intervals.

3

GF9 type signs should be located on the left side of the
roadway systematically along a route. Depending on the
spacing of the Rest and Service Areas a sign spacing of
not less than 50 km is recommended based on the
closest sign to a facility being located 2 km in advance
of the facility.

4

If a route has been allocated interchange or junction
numbers, these should appear on the left side of a Rest
and Service Sequence sign as illustrated by sign type
GF9.1. If no numbers have been allocated sign type
GF9.2 should be used.

MAY 2012

5

The information given on a GF9.1 sign should comprise:
(a) the route number at the top of the sign;
(b) the interchange numbers for the next two
interchanges or junctions serving Rest and Service
Areas, in sequential order, from top to bottom, on the
left side of the sign;
(c) the appropriate symbols;
(d) the names of the Rest and Service Areas, including
trucks only facilities;
(e) the distances from the sign to each interchange exit
point to the nearest kilometre, without the use of the
letters "km".

6

The information g i v e n on a GF9.2 type sign should
comprise:
(a) the route number at the top of the sign;
(b) the appropriate symbols;
(c) the names of the Rest and Service Areas, including
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trucks only facilities (use of this information is
optional- it may be omitted to reduce sign
area);
(d) the distance from the sign to each interchange exit
point, to the nearest kilometre, without the use of
the letters "km".
7

In this case the interchange numbers will jump from a low
value to a high value, or vice versa, because the
interchange numbering policy is based on these numbers
starting from zero at each provincial boundary for any
route crossing from one province to another.
8

It should be noted that, due to the relatively large
distances between Rest and Service Areas, signs may
possibly be located so that the Rest and Service Areas
referred to on one sign may straddle a provincial boundary

If two sequential facilities are of the same class then these
may be linked to one common symbol rather than two.

REST AND SERVICE "TOTEM"
GF10
COLOURS:

For dimensions
ref. Vo/4
page

PERMANENT
Border.
White retroreflective
Arrow & symbol: White retroreflective
Background:
{1) Brown
retroreflective
{2) Green or blue
retroreflective
Route number. Yellow retroreflective
(with background (2))

4.10.25

7.2.41

Rest and Service "Totem"

1

REST AND SERVICE "TOTEM" signs in the GF10
series may be used within a Rest and Service Area to
guide users of the area towards the specific
facility they require.

2

The GF10 type of sign s h a l l only be used within a
Rest and Service Area. It is common that within such
Rest and Service Areas facilities are segregated by
vehicle class e.g. light vehicles and heavy vehicles.
Different levels of facility may also be provided according
to the needs of the different vehicle classes. To cater
for this flexibility a standard sign measuring 600 mm x
600 mm shall be used for each message (symbol). A
wide range of symbols and arrows are available and a
sign indicating the adjacent roadway route number may
also be used. Each square sign may be specified for
manufacturing purposes by the number
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GF10 followed by a suffix giving the symbol number
(see Volume 4, Chapter 7 for symbol numbers and
examples of sign clusters).
3

GF10 signs should be mounted in vertical or horizontal
clusters in a "TOTEM" fashion. They may be located in
any suitable position for maximum effectiveness.

4

Arrow examples use STACK-TYPE 1 arrows or STACKTYPE 5 arrows.

5

Route numbers should be indicated in the largest possible
letter size. A route number comprising a designatory letter
plus two numerals will normally fit at a 280 mm letter
size. Due to the low speed environment of Rest and
Service Areas the use of DIN 1451 Style "A" lettering may
be used.

6

Detailed examples of internal REST AND SERVICE
"TOTEM" signing is given in Volume 2, Chapter 4.
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ROADSIDE EMERGENCY SERVICE
GF12

GF11
For dimensions
ref. Vol 4
pages

COLOURS:
PERMANENT
Border & arrow: White retroreflective
Legend:
White retroreflective
Symbol:
Full colour
(See Section 4.0)
Background:
Brown retroreflective

7.2.42
7.2.43

GF13

GF14

'
4.10.26
1

2

Roadside Emergency Service

ROADSIDE EMERGENCY SERVICE signs GF11, GF12
and GF13 may be used on a roadway to indicate to
drivers the existence, position of, and turn-in
point to, SOS telephone sites or temporary
emergency field units. In addition, sign GF14 may be
used to indicate that the last SOS telephone site
on a section of roadway is 1km ahead.
EMERGENCY SERVICE SPACING sign GF11,
EMERGENCY SERVICE ADVANCE sign GF12 and
LAST EMERGENCY SERVICE sign GF14 should be
located on the left side of the roadway. These signs
should be positioned well away from DIRECTION signs if
at all possible. The distance on sign GF12 may be
reduced to 300m if necessary. This may be particularly

appropriate if an SOS telephone has been provided
within a freeway interchange.
3

EMERGENCY SERVICE TURN-IN sign GF13 should
also be located on the left side of the roadway just
before the turn-in to the SOS telephone layby or the
area being used for a temporary emergency field unit.
This sign uses a STACK-TYPE 1 arrow inclined in the
direction of the layby.

4

Temporary emergency field units may be established
alongside major tourist routes during peak holiday traffic
periods to reduce emergency service response times.
FIRST AID symbol GFS 81-4 may be used on signs of
the types indicated to advise drivers of the position of
the field unit.

PARKING
For dimensions
ref. Vol4
page

COLOURS:
PERMANENT
Border:
Symbol:
Background:

GF15

7.2.44

4.10.27

Parking

1

PARKING sign GF15 may be used to indicate to
drivers the availability of a parking service free of
restriction or limitation.

2

GF15 signs should be used to identify parking areas
which offer a parking service and which are open to the
public free of any change or time restriction. Such
parking areas could range from an area provided at
some tourist attraction such as a l ookout point or a
small beach to a major car park at a regional shopping
centre or at an airport.
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White retroreflective
White retroreflective
Brown semi-matt or
retroreflective

3

ADVANCE TURN GF2 or FINAL TURN GF3 TOURISM service signs displaying GENERAL SERVICES
PARKING symbol GFS 85-1 may be used, according to
the criteria relevant to the use of such signs, to
indicate the direction to free and charged and/or
time restricted parking areas.

4

Charged or time restricted parking areas shall be
controlled by PARKING RESERVATION regulatory signs
which are colour coded white on a blue background.
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TOURIST INFORMATION
COLOURS:
PERMANENT
Border.
Symbols:
Background:

4.10.28
1

2

3

4

GF16
White retroreflective
White retroreflective
Brown semi-matt or
retroreflective

For dimensions
ref. Vol 4
pages
7.2.44
7.2.45

Tourist Information

TOURIST INFORMATION sign GF16 may be used to
indicate to drivers the availability of a tourist
information service either at a comprehensive
TOURIST INFORMATION CENTRE or BUREAU or at
a roadside TOURIST INFORMATION LAYBY. The sign
may be incorporated into the face of an
INFORMATION BOARD provided at the information
facility. In smaller centres local publicity associations
commonly provide a tourist information function. Such
associations should be encouraged to display sign GF16
mounted in such a way as to be visible to approaching
drivers. This may include mounting on the wall of the
building in which the association is located, at 90° to the
wall. However, the use of sign GF16 should only be
warranted if basic tourist information for the area is
available on a 24 hour basis. The information displayed
must be amended from time to time to include new
tourist facilities and it must also be regularly updated for
detailed changes such as telephone numbers, opening
hours etc (see paragraphs 4.10.28.10 to 4.10.28.14 ).
The need to provide tourist information will generally
result from an inability or impracticality to sign all tourist
attractions and services which might warrant signing in a
particular region, area or town, until in close proximity to
the facility. The existence of a great many facilities in an
area can create confusion amongst tourists and the
numbers may be so great that even a reasonably
detailed map of the area cannot satisfy drivers’ needs
(see paragraph 4.10.28.6).
Motivation for the provision of one or more TOURIST
INFORMATION CENTRES, BUREAUX or LAYBYS in an
area will require a co-ordinated planning effort by the
Regional Tourist Liaison Committee in the area
(including the responsible road authority).It is likely that
the cost of providing a facility may have to be shared.
Before going to the expense of providing a centre or
layby a survey of the needs of the area should be
undertaken and a co-ordinated plan prepared to en·
sure that the information centres are provided in the
most effective positions, and if several are required that
they are provided in a systematic manner.
Limitations have been laid down regarding the amount of
tourist service information which may be provided on
TOURISM signs at access points to by-passed towns
(see Subsections 4.10.1 and 4.10.10). When there is a
significant amount of additional information required in
relation to tourist attractions available in such a town it is
to be expected that the town authorities would wish
passing tourists to be aware of all these facilities since the
tourist activity is likely to contribute to the financial wellbeing of the community. To satisfy these demands
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a TOURIST INFORMATION LAYBY may offer a suitable
compromise. Such a layby must be constructed in a safe
manner and to acceptable standards (see Figure
4.88).Guidelines for the provision of TOURIST
INFORMATION LAYBYS at by-passed towns are given
in Volume 2, Chapter 4: Tourism Signing.
5

Metropolitan areas, by virtue of their size, are likely to
have many tourist attractions of regional or even national
importance. It is often difficult to find space to provide
DIRECTION signs at least in parts of such areas. It is
therefore likely to be even more difficult to provide
adequate TOURISM signs. Ultimately the provision of a
network of TOURIST INFORMATION CENTRES,
BUREAUX and/or LAYBYS is likely to be the most cost
effective way of satisfying tourists' needs in this type of
environment. It is recommended that these be provided
on a systematic basis. They should be named or
numbered and each should include reference to
adjoining centres or laybys. Sites for centres or laybys
located in suitably conspicuous positions that will enable
the centres to function effectively are likely to be difficult to
find in developed areas. Local authorities should consider
combining an information facility with some other easily
accessible facilities such as service stations, rest and
service areas or public open spaces.

6

There are a number of areas in Southern Africa which are
intensively travelled by tourists. As tourist numbers grow so
will the randomness of travel and therefore the pressure
for tourist information. It is recommended that these areas
be developed into HIGH DENSITY TOURIST AREAS and
that each area be provided with a strategically located
TOURIST INFORMATION CENTRE, BUREAU or
LAYBY and that each of these include reference to
adjoining centres or laybys. The use of collective "area"
symbols may be of advantage to keep signface displays
to reasonable dimensions (see Subsection 4.10.12 and
Figure 4.89).

7

TOURIST INFORMATION CENTRES, BUREAUX or
LAYBYS provided in any of these circumstances MUST
be indicated on maps of the areas as soon as this is
practical.

8

Primary
objectives
of
providing
TOURIST
INFORMATION CENTRES, BUREAUX or LAYBYS are:
(a) to maximise the effectiveness of the basic
navigational system by increasing awareness of the
route numbers in the area and destination names
used on DIRECTION signs;
(b) to centralise the information sources for the benefit of
all tourist users;
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NOTES:
(1) The two alternative TOURIST INFORMATION
BOARDS illustrated incorporate the "Location" panel
principle used on a number of DIRECTION signs. The
name in the top panel indicates the area in which the
board is located. The use of a symbol is optional.
(2) The use of brown letters on a white background is
recommended for the location panel. If a symbol is
used the panel depth should be increased to equal the

Fig 4.88
GUIDANCE

depth of the GF16 sign displayed in the top right corner. The
main board background shall be brown (see Volume
4,Chapter 7 for limited dimensional details).
(3) The relative positions of the map and the information is
open to individual interpretation. The use of white letters
on the brown background is recommended but not
mandatory, provided an effort is made to provide a visual
link between TOURISM signs and the information board
to present an integrated system to drivers.

Typical Tourist Information Boards
SADC - RTSM - VOL 1
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4.10.35

TOURISM

NOTES:
(1) The detail shows two possibilities. Alt. 1 shows a
TOURIST INFORMATION BOARD intended to be read
from the vehicle, whereas Alt. 2 provides for tourists to
leave their vehicles.
(2) Rubbish bins shall be provided. If possible the layby
can also provide basic shade and rest facilities.
(3) The layby should be designed to make turning around
and returning to the main road a safe manoeuvre since
many visitors are likely to do this. It may help to arrange
the layby to connect with a side road as illustrated.

Fig 4.89
MAY 2012

Information Layby - By-Passed Town
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(c) to keep to a minimum the number of signs that may
need to be provided by road authorities to the
general benefit of tourist environments;
(d) to provide a simple navigational link between maps
and information centres "on the ground" which is
much easier for map-makers to accommodate than all
the information that may be given at the centre.
9

Once TOURISM signs such as ADVANCE TURN sign
GF2, FINAL TURN sign GF3, ADVANCE LAYBY sign
GF5, LAYBY TURN-IN sign GF6, or CONFIRMATION
sign GF7, incorporating the TOURIST INFORMATION
symbol GFS 85-8, are provided to direct drivers
towards information centres, bureaux or laybys it is
important that these be followed up if necessary with
compact signs to "trailblaze" drivers towards the facility.
The provision of these "follow-up" signs is particularly
important in urban areas.
10 The information that should be readily available on a
24-hour basis at the centre or layby should relate to:
(a) the location of emergency services such as the
police, hospital/first aid post and telephone;
(b) accommodation facilities;
(c) the nearest automatic teller facility;
(d) the availability of vehicle services;
(e) the tourist attractions in the area accessible from the
centre, bureau or layby;
(f) a map with linking information to other information
centres or laybys in the town or area.

11 Information laybys should be provided to the highest
possible standard. They may take one of two forms:
(a) the information, including the map, may be read
without leaving the vehicle;
(b) the layby is also a rest area and the facilities provided require tourists to leave their vehicles.
12 Typical layouts for TOURIST INFORMATION
BOARDS are illustrated in Figure 4.88. These boards
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and the information displayed on them may be sized to be
either read from a vehicle or from outside the vehicle.
For further information on tourist information boards refer
to Volume 2, Chapter 4.
13 An information centre or layby should provide the following
to an adequate standard:
(a) all-weather road surface;
(b) safe turning capability to permit rivers to leave the
layby in the direction from which they arrived;
(c) a rubbish bin;
In addition it is recommended that the following be
provided:
(d) adequate parking;
(e) shade over the information medium;
(f) picnic facilities.
A typical TOURIST INFORMATION
illustrated in Figure 4.89.

LAYBY

is

14 Many tourist destinations already have tourist offices run
by local publicity associations. Regional Tourism Liaison
Committees should make such offices aware of the
function of TOURISM signs and specifically of the
availability of sign GF16.It will assist the spread of
awareness of the TOURISM sign system if the TOURIST
INFORMATION sign GF16 becomes an identifying symbol
at all levels. Tourist offices of this type will normally be
open for 8 to 10 hours a day. They should be encouraged
to display a notice, either in a window or on a board,
which contains the same basic information as detailed in
paragraph 4.10.28.12 so that this is available on a 24hour basis.
15 A similar INFORMATION sign IN12 is provided in white on
a green background to identify general information
centres or laybys provided to give information of a
non-tourist nature. Such facilities are often provided at
industrial areas.
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PART-TIME/TEMPORARY FACILITY
GF17

COLOURS:
PERMANENT
Border:
Symbols:
Background:

White
retroreflective
White
retroreflective
Brown semi-matt or
retroreflective

For dimensions
ref. Vol 4
pages
7.2.61
7.2.62

TEMPORARY
PERMANENT
Border:
Legend:
Background:

Yellow
semi-matt
Yellow
semi-matt
Black semi-matt

TGF17

4.10.29

Part-Time and Temporary
Facilities

5

TEMPORARY FACILITY signs of the type TGF17 are
ground-mounted FINGERBOARD signs which may be
displayed by an approved agent to give guidance that
a temporary tourist facility or "special event", lies
in the direction indicated by the sign.

Since PART-TIME FACILITY signs GF17 may only be
erected within a designated HIGH DENSITY TOURIST
AREA they may commonly be provided when
PERMANENT TOURIST DIRECTION signs GF2 and GF3
are also provided for full-time facilities or to indicate
TOURIST ROUTES. The location of GF2 andGF3 signs
shall take priority over GF17 signs although GF17
sign(s) may be displayed on the same supports as GF2 or
GF3 signs. GF17 signs may be used to indicate parttime facilities from a numbered route and from unnumbered roads. {If a HIGH DENSITY TOURISM AREA
effectively has "perimeter" roads these should be
considered to be "within" the area and thus able to have
GF17 signs provided on them).

6

GF17 and TGF17 signs should be located on the left
side of the road to achieve their purpose to best
advantage. To this end the signs may be provided in
advance of a turn. Under normal circumstances,
however, GF17 signs are intended to be "final turn" signs
located at the entrance to the tourist facility property. Parttime tourist services are likely to be very infrequent. Most
GF17 signs are therefore be provided for part-time
tourist attractions. GF17 will therefore normally be
l ocated just beyond the access when this is on the left,
and opposite to access when it is on the right.

GF17 signs, like all TOURIST DIRECTION signs,
should display an approved symbol plus primary name of
the facility (which identifies it from other similar
facilities) in order to limit the amount of text displayed
and thereby sign size. The symbol may be specific to the
attraction concerned or it may be a common collective, or
"theme", symbol used by all facilities within the designated
HIGH DENSITY TOURISM AREA.

7

TGF17 signs, since they are only provided for a short
period of time, need not display a symbol. In order to
simplify their manufacture and easy re-use, the colour
code is the reverse of that normally specified for
TEMPORARY road signs i.e. yellow-on-black rather
than black-on-yellow. The letter style may be DIN"B"
or DIN"A", and may be upper case, or upper/lower case.
Upper case lettering of a re-usable specification i s
more readily available in pre-cut form. The approved
agency providing the signs may display their logo in the
manner indicated in the dimensioned detail in Volume 4,
Chapter 7.

8

Figure 4.81 gives two examples of typical part-time
signing situations which include full-time and part-time
facilities. Warrants and criteria, and details of PARTTIME FACILITY sign GF17 and TEMPORARY FACILITY
sign TGF17 applications are given in Volume 2,
Chapter 4: Tourism Signing.

1 PART-TIME FACILITY signs of the type GF17 are
ground-mounted FINGERBOARD shaped signs which
may be used only on roads within a designated HIGH
DENSITY TOURISM AREA to give guidance that the
junction serves a part-time tourist facility i.e. a
facility which is not available on a full-time
basis. The time limitations or the message "OPEN" or
"CLOSED" as appropriate, should preferably be
indicated on an appropriate sign at the property entrance,
outside the road reserve.
2

3

4

The TEMPORARY FACILITY sign TGF17 is used in a
different manner. Subject to local controls it is
suggested that a maximum of six TGF17 signs be permitted for one special event venue. This number of signs
will normally permit temporary signing on two approach
routes to the venue for two to four turns away from the
venue. If the venue has been classified as a
destination and appears on DIRECTION signs GD1,
GD2 or GD4, LOCAL DIRECTION signs GDL1,
GDL2 or GDL3, or TOURIST D I R E C T I O N s i g n s
GF1, GF2, GF3 or GF17 then GDF17 signs shall not
be used for events at the venue.
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4.11.1

LOCAL DIRECTION
4.11 LOCAL DIRECTION
4.11.1
1

2

General

This class of guidance sign has been provided to
supplement the normal direction signing provided in
terms of the Navigational Aids polic y (see Chapter 8).
LOCAL DIRECTION signs are therefore often
supplementary to DIRECTION signs. The DIRECTION
sign system, which is recommended on all Class "B"
routes in rural and urban areas, primarily provides
navigational and orientational information. This information
is given in the form of route numbers (Class "B" routes
are numbered routes), and important destination
names. The importance of a destination in the context of
its ability to provide orientation is recognised by its
designation as "familiar"' "control" or "service". "Local
destinations" are outside the framework of providing
system navigation or orientation, but are considered to
generate sufficient traffic interest to warrant the provision
of LOCAL DIRECTION signs.

destination to one or other sub-class. Many relevant
destination types have already been identified and
classified (see Figure 4.90 and Volume 2, Chapter 4:
Tourism Signing and Chapter 9: Urban Guidance
Signing). In an urban environment it can be argued that it
is probably more important.to have uniformity of sign
appearance rather than to be concerned about the
strictly correct allocation of a destination to a class,
particularly when considering low level of use
destinations.
The
normal differentiation between
classification as a tourist destination or not, relates to the
purpose of travel being for pleasure or recreation.
7

Figure 4.3 in Section 4.1 describes the information
given by guidance signs in diagrammatic form. The
illustration develops the information given by the different
classes of guidance sign into "Primary", "Secondary"
and "Tertiary" layers. Tertiary information is nonorientational and as such can be supplementary to the
"Secondary" (orientational) level signs, or it can be used at
a lower level in the road network on its own. The
"Tertiary" layer of information is provided by both LOCAL
DIRECTION signs and TOURISM DIRECTION signs.
There are many similarities between the two classes of
direction sign. Figure 4.90 shows the relationship
between LOCAL and TOURIST DESTINATIONS (for
further information on TOURISM DIRECTION signs
see Section 4.10).

3

The LOCAL DIRECTION sign system has been developed
primarily to supplement DIRECTION signs in urban
areas. In many instances, due to space constraints,
urban guidance may largely be provided by ROUTE
MARKER signs rather than the larger DIREC- TION signs.
Specific urban guidance signing concepts are covered in
Section 4.5 and in greater depth in Volume 2, Chapter
9:- Urban Guidance Signing.

4

The provision of supplementary LOCAL DIRECTION
signs on Urban Class "B" routes in addition to
DIRECTION signs must be carried out with care. It
is not difficult, in a busy urban street
environment, to overload drivers with information
to the extent that they are unable to take all the
information in. The ultimate result of such a
situation could be confusion leading to an accident, but
at the very least the result is a waste of financial
resources in providing the ineffective signs (see
Subsection 4.11.4).LOCAL DIRECTION sign shall not
be used on freeways.

5

An optional application of LOCAL DIRECTION signs
may be to use them exclusively on the more important unnumbered or tertiary arterial routes in urban areas
instead of DIRECTION signs. If used in this manner
they should provide an exit destination for each leg of the
junction to which they apply. Examples of signs
appropriate to this function are given in the Subsections
on individual sign types, and in Volume 4, Chapter 13.

6

Since the TOURISM DIRECTION and LOCAL
DIRECTION sign sub-classes tend to deal with similar
types of non-orientational destinations it can be difficult
or confusing trying to allocate a particular type of
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In certain areas it is quite possible that the overall
demand for local direction and/or tourism direction
signs may be greater than can reasonably be catered for
by the provision of individual signs for candidate
destinations. Local authorities should approach such
potential problem areas in a pro-active manner. A
signing plan for local and/or tourism destinations should
be prepared. Elements of such a planning process are
covered in Volume 2, Chapters 4 and 9.Factors such as
the following should be taken into account:
(a) an established road user need for a sign;
(b) the availability of access to the destination by the
general public (rather than exclusive access to
member groups);
(c) proximity of destinations to each other;
(d) traffic safety;
(e) competitive advertising;
(f) any other relevant factor.
Part of a pro-active plan for an area with a potential for an
over demand for signs could be the centralisation of
information at INFORMATION CENTRES, BUREAUX or
LAYBYS (see Subsection 4.10.26). A well organised
approach to this level of guidance signing is to
be preferred over the permitting of uncontrolled,
informal signs to local or tourism destinations by
the operators of the facilities at the destinations.

8

LOCAL DIRECTION signs are very similar in principle to
TOURISM DIRECTION signs (see Subsections 4.11.2,
4.11.5 and 4.11.6). Wide use is made of symbols to
achieve message transfer to drivers. This is intended to
reduce the need for text on signfaces to a minimum
wherever possible. The symbols used on LOCAL
DIRECTION signs must be approved and aesthetically
acceptable.

9

LOCAL DIRECTION signs are either STACK-TYPE
signs or FINGERBOARD type signs. ADVANCE LOCAL
DIRECTION sign GDL1 and LOCAL DIRECTION sign
GDL2 are STACK-type signs. They will most commonly be
used as single stack signs but multiple stack- type signs
may be used when appropriate. ADVANCE LOCAL
DIRECTION signs GDL1 shall be located in advance of
the tum to which they apply, and, unless this is the final
tum towards the destination, they will not normally be
followed by a LOCAL DIRECTION sign GDL2. Sign GDL2
is normally used at the final turn towards the
destination, which may be the actual ac- cess point to a
property. When used as a supplement to DIRECTION
signs or ROUTE MARKER signs on a Class "B" route,
sign GDL1 should be located approximately 2/3 of the
distance from the tum that ADVANCE DIRECTION sign
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LOCAL DIRECTION

4.11.4
GD1 is located (see Figure 4.58). If ADVANCE LOCAL
DIRECTION sign GDL1 and LOCAL DIRECTION sign
GDL2 are to be used, on urban un-numbered but
important traffic carrying routes, as a systematic provision
of destination information they should be positioned as
indicated in Figure 4.58 for normal DIRECTION signs.
Figures 4.91 to 4.94 illustrate various applications of
LOCAL DIRECTION signs.
10 FINGERBOARD signs GDL3 may be used in a similar
manner to either sign GDL1 or sign GDL2, but at a
lower level in the urban street network, or to lower level of
use destinations (see Subsection 4.11.3). If a local
authority chooses to use sign GDL3 in significant numbers
it is recommended that an assessment of likely
destination types be made and a standard length of sign
be used. This can result in an attractive and ordered
appearance, particularly if many signs are to be
provided.
11 If multi-stack LOCAL DIRECTION signs are required a
local authority may opt to use COMPOSITE LOCAL
DIRECTION signs GDL1/GDL2 (see Subsection
4.11.12). This sign type permits the combination of
elements of the ADVANCE LOCAL DIRECTION sign
GDL1 and the LOCAL DIRECTION sign GDL2.

DIRECTION sign GD1. Alternatively the two types of
sign may be mounted on common supports, one above
the other, or they may be designed as a single
composite sign, either of which types of sign should be
located at "two-thirds GD1" distance from the junction
(see Figures 4.91 to 4.94).
5

LOCAL DIRECTION signs GDL2 or FINGERBOARD
signs GDL3 should normally only be located at the final turn
towards, or at or opposite the point of access, to the local
destination. Local direction signs may be provided
either in conjunction with normal direction signs or
without them.

6

If an urban authority wishes to provide local direction
signs for the lower categories of local destination (see
Table 9.1), mainly on Class "C" and "D" streets, then a
system using only LOCAL FINGERBOARD signs GDL3
may be adopted.

7

It is likely that local direction and tourist direction signs will
both be required at many junctions. This will add to
driver workload when all signs are required and
this aspect must be taken into account in the design (see Volume 1 ,Chapters 1 and 4).Therefore, if
local AND tourism direction signs are warranted at a
junction, signs should be provided in one of the ways
indicated in paragraphs 4.11.2.4 and 4.11.2.5, namely:

12 When a local authority uses LOCAL DIRECTION signs in
place of DIRECTION signs, as described in Paragraph
4.11.1.9, a street name may be combined with sign
GDL2 as illustrated in Subsection 4.11.10 and detailed
in Volume 4, Chapter 13.

(a) by combining the two signs on common supports so
that the total sign message of the tourist and local
destination signs is within the limits stated in Section
4.4 for a single sign; OR
(b) by designing a composite sign with the tourism
message displayed as an "insert" panel on the
ADVANCE
LOCAL
DIRECTION
sign
GDL1;PROVIDED that if the GD1 sign is not already
in place, the position allocated for it from the junction
should be increased by 50% if at all possible, and
the distances of the supplementary sign be increased
accordingly (see Figure 4.91).

13 LOCAL DIRECTION signs may incorporate tourism
information in an insert panel and local direction
information may be incorporated into DIRECTION signs as
an insert panel, or as a complete stack (see Subsections
4.11.9 and 4.11.10 and Volume 4, Chapter 13).

4.11.2

Local Direction Signing
Principles

1

LOCAL DIRECTION signs, as a sub-class of the
guidance sign class, perform a function similar to
DIRECTION signs but tend to embody many of the
principles developed for TOURISM DIRECTION signs.

2

LOCAL DIRECTION signs provide tertiary level
information (see Figure 4.90). As a group they should not
be seen as providing a medium to carry an overload of
information from the DIRECTION sign system. In a
similar sense the information they do provide must be
considered in the context of the level of information also
provided by DIRECTION and TOURISM DIRECTION
signs at specific sites. It is not good practice to
exceed the design criteria for the transfer of
information (see Section 4.4).

3

4

For orientational DIRECTION signs to function
effectively, it is recommended in Section 4.8 that a
stack should be provided for each exit path from a
junction i.e. for a crossroad junction this means a stack
for the straight-on direction and one each for the right and
left turn directions. Since local d i r e c t i o n
s i g n s do not have an operational
f u n c t i o n stacks should only be provided for
those
directions
serving warranted
local
d e s t i n a t i o n s . This principle is the same as that
used for tourist direction signs.
On the approaches to a Class "B" junction, ADVANCE
TURN tourism signs GF2 and ADVANCE LOCAL
DIRECTION signs GDL1 may be similarly located at
two-thirds and one-third of the distance from the junction
which would be appropriate for an ADVANCE

GUIDANCE

8

If local destinations require to be signed in more than one
direction the resultant sign should conform to normal
stack-type sign rules SUBJECT to any other provisions
given below. This rule applies whether the sign
concerned is a local sign, a tourism direction sign or a sign
combining both destination types.

9

If a numbered route carrying high volumes of traffic
generated by local destinations intersects another
numbered route which leads to several local destinations
an attempt must be made to find group descriptions for
the destinations to reduce the display demand. This may
take the form of symbols plus SINGLE identifying names.
(NOTE: the most likely solution to this problem should be
the display of the appropriate collective name as a
destination on the normal direction sign system, since, by
virtue of its importance or familiarity it is likely to have
orientational value - such a name may commonly be the
name of the suburb in which all the local destinations are
located.)

10 Once a local destination has been signed the principle of
message continuity shall be applied so that it is
signed through subsequent changes of direction until the
destination is reached (NOTE: for this reason straighton local
direction
stacks
are
not
normally
recommended.)
11 A LOCAL DIRECTION sign, as with any other road
sign, shall be legible. However, the principle used in the
tourism signing system of using one letter size smaller
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Fig 4.90
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4.11.4

or six days of the week;
(c) minor traffic generators - irregular use - traffic may be
quite high on one or two days of the week but at a
much lower level on other days;
(d) minor traffic generators - minor use - low traffic
levels but still reflecting public demand.

than used on the normal DIRECTION signs should be
considered for LOCAL DlRECTION signs if the amount of
information displayed is limited.
12 A limit of 8 "bits" of information should be
applied to any combined local/tourism direction
sign. If separate signs are used each should be
limited to 6 "bits" of information (NOTE: This
provision will, particularly in combination with
normal direction signs, potentially allow very
high levels of information to be displayed. Such
high l evels of information should not be
permitted if all other relevant design factors are
not of the highest order - see Volume 1,Chapter 4).
13 Subject to the limitation on the number of "bits"
of information given above, the maxi mum
number of destination names which may be
displayed on any local direction sign or combined
local/tourist direction sign should be four names.

3

4.11.4 Warrants
1

Since LOCAL DIRECTION signs are supplementary to
primary and secondary level direction signs the
most important warrant to be satisfied in any
specific urban g u i d a n c e signing s i t u a t i o n
involving the possible provision of LOCAL
DIRECTION signs i s the ability of drivers to take in
the proposed additional information in terms of
their
driving environment
and
workload.
Therefore if DIRECTION signs, and/or existing
LOCAL or TOURIST D I R E C T I O N signs, contain
information in e x c e s s of the limits given in
Section 4.4 additional LOCAL DIRECTION signs
shall not be provided.

2

As s uppl eme nt ar y t our i s m si gn s it is a basic
hypothesis that, with the aid of map, brochures,
verbal directions etc. the existing hierarchy of
numbered routes, orientational destinations
given on DIRECTION signs, and an adequate
system of street name signs, drivers should be
able to reach a point i n relatively close
proximity
to their intended urban
l ocal
destination
before
supplementary
local
direction signs may be considered necessary.

3

From this hypothesis the provision of LOCAL DIRECTION
signs in urban areas should, irrespective of any
individual warrants applicable to the type of local
destination, conform to the following principles:

14 Correctly colour coded route trailblazer panels may be
incorporated in the form of "insert" panels, subject to
other rule requirements. Such route trailblazer information
could be appropriate for drivers wishing to move
upwards in the street hierarchy from the local level. It
should be noted that if a TRAILBLAZER sign in the GE
series is required at a junction it is normally located in the
same position as that recommended above for LOCAL
DIRECTION signs.
15 If more than one destination name is permitted on a
local direction sign stack, it is recommended that, where
possible, the order of appearance of the destination
names should such that the name requiring a driver
response first be placed above any name in the stack
requiring a later response i.e. if one destination is
reached before another it should be above the other, OR if
a turn comes up first which leads to one destination, that
destination should appear above the other.
16 The LOCALDIRECTION signing system should not
be seen as an overflow system for the primary
and secondary systems.

4.11.3

Classification of Local
Destinations

1

The scope for a destination to qualify for inclusion on a
LOCAL DIRECTION sign is vast. Subsection 4.11.4
deals briefly with warrants for local destinations (for
more detail see Volume 2, Chapter 9).

2

Local destination types, which have been identified to
date, have been classified into four groups based
largely on the level of traffic which the destination
generates, or may be likely to generate in the future. A
selection of these destination types is illustrated in
"layers" 3A to 3D in Figure 4.90. A more complete list is
given in Table 4.11but it is likely that local authorities will
need to consider additional types of destination for
classification from time-to-time. The level of traffic
generation used to classify local destinations is not precise.
This is because in one local authority area a specific
destination type may generate far more traffic than the
same type of destination in another local authority area.
The boundaries between the different classes need not
therefore be considered too rigid. The classes of local
destination are described as follows:
(a) major traffic generator - major use - traffic has
significant daily peaks and continues all day long;
(b) major traffic generator - r e g u l a r use - traffic does
not peak significantly but there is all day use for five

GUIDANCE

It should be noted that although transport terminal
destinations such as railway station, airport, bus station,
harbour and heliport, and CBD's, industrial areas and
power stations ire listed as local destination types at a local
level they may also appear on primary (Class "A" routes)
and secondary (Class "B" routes) DIRECTION signs if
they are large generators of traffic.

(a) LOCAL DIRECTION signs are not warranted
when the location of the destination concerned
is obvious to road users, PROVIDED that even if
the location of the destination is obvious, if the
access to it is not obvious, an appropriate LOCAL
DIRECTION sign may be used to identify the point of
access;
(b) the provision of LOCAL DIRECTION signs
should not commence further from the
destination than the nearest numbered route;
(c) the facilities available at the local destination must be
of a standard which is acceptable to a reasonable
road user;
(d) when a number of local destinations can be reached
in one direction, from a particular junction, an attempt
must be made to determine some single collective
name which will adequately guide road users in the
correct direction e.g. a suburb name may be more
appropriate than the names of four or five local
destinations within, or close to, such a suburb;
(e) in extreme cases where many local destinations
(and indeed tourist destinations as well) occur,
consideration should be given to providing a suitable
information layby with enough local detailed
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TABLE 4.11

LOCAL DESTINATION CLASSIFICATION

TABLE 4.11

Grouping According to Traffic Generation

Group 3A

Group 38

Group 3C

MAJOR GENERATORS
MAJOR USE
Central Business Area(1)(2)
Regional Shopping Centre (3)
Railway Station (1)
Airport (1)
Bus Station (1)
Harbour (1)
Mine
Parking Garage
Modal Transfer Station

Group 30

MINOR GENERATORS

REGULAR USE

IRREGULAR USE

MINOR USE

Information Laybye
Post Office
Automatic Teller
Industrial Area
Park 'n Ride
Waste Disposal Site
Produce Market Conference
Facilities Educational
Establishment Swimming
Pool
Civic Centre
Licencing Offices

Cemetery Garden
Refuse Places of
Worship Sports
Club
Traffic Department
Electricity Department
Testing Grounds

Clinic
Fire Station
Community Centre
Heliport
Bicycle Route (4)
SPCA / AACL

NOTES:
(1) These destination types may also be used within the primary and secondary direction signing systems.
(2) Central Business Area can also be signed in smaller towns at a lower level of warrant.
(3) Shopping centres (or business areas) may be signed in smaller towns at a lower level of warrant.
(4) A bicycle route should be signed within the route using BICYCLE ROUTE MARKER signs GE17- see Volume 1.
(5) Only when suburb names are not used specifically for orientation purposes (choice of one direction over another). When used
for orientation suburb names should appear on GD1 and/or GD2 signs.
GENERAL NOTES:
(1) All local destination types are subject to other warrants (see Volume 2, Chapter 9).

information to simplify the local navigation process; the
need for such a facility is likely to have arisen from
requests for signs from the relevant community or
communities; in such a case a special effort will have
to be made regarding the funding of the layby and
its facilities which in all probability will require direct
involvement of the community.
4

When considering the application of warrants for local
destinations it is very likely that the apparent need for a
LOCAL DIRECTION sign will result either from a
public need noted by the relevant urban authority based
on observed problems or complaints received, OR from
applications received from owners or operators of the
local facility who seek to ensure that the public can

MAY 2012

find their facility. A very important reason for urban
authorities to approach the provision of tertiary
l evel supplementary direction signs with care is
the question of precedence. Once one type of
d e s t i n a t i o n has been signed, it becomes very
difficult to deny further applications to sign
similar facilities particularly if the warrant or
motivation for the original sign is in any way
suspect. Whilst it is necessary to approach the provision
of guidance signs based on an application from a party
representing a specific destination in the fairest and
most unbiased way, because there are very definite limits
to the accumulation of road-side information which drivers
can be expected to take in, setting a precedent
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4.11.6
should be done with the full knowledge of i ts
future implications. Wherever possible any application
for local direction signs should be assessed in terms of
the real or perceived need for road users t o f i n d
t h e f a c i l i t y c o n c e r n e d and should not be
seen simply as a means to promote competitive or
commercial interests. It is not a requirement of
road traffic signs that they should perform such
functions.
5

Detailed warrants relating to the provision of LOCAL
DIRECTION signs i n urban areas have been
developed and are detailed i n Volume 2, Chapter 9. In
deriving the warrants the general provisions described in
paragraph 4.11.3.2 relating to traffic generation
characteristics have been used as a starting point. The
following factors have been considered the most
significant in developing further warrant criteria:

route, then discretion may be used when locating
signs;
(d) if the road for which a sign is being considered is a bypass.
9

4.11.5 Signface Design Principles
1

The general principles relating to guidance signface
design and layout are covered in Chapter 1 and in
Sections 4.1 to 4.4.

2

The signface design principles for LOCAL DIRECTION
signs are essentially the same as those developed for
TOURISM DIRECTION signs. LOCAL DIRECTION signs
are likely to be generally simpler in layout than
TOURISM DIRECTION signs due to the lesser need to
display multiple symbols (tourist services) and the relatively
rare likelihood of more than one local destination in one
direction. LOCAL DIRECTION signs do not have the
cut-back vertical side used on TOURISM DIRECTION
signs and are therefore. rectangular. The use of these
standards means that the internal spaces are 20% to 30%
less than on DIRECTION signs which is considered
acceptable in terms of the supplementary role of LOCAL
DIRECTION signs.

3

The use of DIN 1451 Style "B" lettering is recommended.
Consideration may be given to the use of DIN 1451 Style "A"
lettering in low speed urban environments.

4

LOCAL DIRECTION signface design places a high
reliance on bold SYMBOLS to transfer the main part
of the message to road users. When the
PRIMARY name of a destination is also used, it is
used to qualify the reference of the symbol. The
vertical signface dimensioning is related to these symbols
rather than the text. The height of each symbol is
capable of supporting two lines of text without increasing
the vertical height of the sign. Two techniques are
therefore recommended to further contain LOCAL
DIRECTION sign sizes when text is involved. These
techniques are:

(a) traffic generation or attraction;
(b) frequency of use i.e. regularly or irregularly;
(c) the number and quality of facilities or destinations
with due regard to the function and likely users of the
facility;
(d) the distance from which the local destination may be
considered for signing.
6

In order to qualify for the provision of LOCAL
DIRECTION signs from the nearest numbered route a
local destination must be classified in either Group 3A
or Group 3B.

7

Local destinations in Groups 3C or 3D should normally
only be signed at a local level on Class "C" or Class "D"
roads and normally within a local traffic area. An
authority may use discretion to upgrade a specific local
destination classified in Groups 3C or 3D if it generates
traffic commensurate with the requirements of Group 3A
or 3B so that it may be signed from the nearest
numbered route.

8

Authorities may also exercise discretion, particularly in
upgrading the distance from which a local destination
may be signed, including the possibility of signing from
one numbered route to another. The following conditions
should be considered relevant:
(a) if it can be demonstrated that a significant percentage
of those travelling to a local destination travel from
outside the region within which the destination is
located the following factors may warrant discretionary
relaxation of the distance at which the first sign may
be located:
(i) the number of users from outside the region are
at least 25% to 33% of all users, AND
(ii) the region can be considered to have a "catchment"
of 5 km radius for towns or metropolitan areas with
populations of less than 100 000 and of 10 km
radius for towns or metropolitan areas with
populations of 100 000 or more;
NOTE: the onus to satisfy the relevant road authority
with regard to the above requirements should
rest with an applicant;
(b) if there are several possible approach routes to the
facility and the urban authority wishes to:
(i) influence the route used by drivers for whatever reason, or
(ii) avoid wasteful travel due to the possibility of
incorrect choice of route, then discretion may be
exercised;
(c) if the facility is located on a route (numbered), or
street, close to and parallel to another numbered

If an urban authority decides to use discretion with
regard to the norms governing sign positioning, the
reasons for this action should be recorded to assist in
resolving similar cases in the future and to maintain
consistent and defendable policies.

(a) if the PRIMARY name is a two or more part namee.g.

"Durban Deep" (mine)

then the name could be placed in two lines in a
right-justified form e.g.

Durban
Deep

(b) if the PRIMARY name is long and can be satisfactorily
hyphenated without risk of loss of meaning or
readability then the primary name should be
hyphenated and placed in two lines in a right justified
forme.g.
Mwananyamala

or

Chamanculo

When, for ease of the arrangement of words, the
lower line of text becomes longer than the top line
then the text should be l eft justified. Two or
more lines of text referring to two or more
destinations of a common type (i.e. two schools)
should be left justified.

5

LOCAL DIRECTION signs also do not use multiplepanel layout of TOURISM DIRECTION signs. If one
stack of a multiple-stack sign needs to display two local
destinations they should appear in one stack, with the
closer one above the further away one. If the two
destinations are of the same type only one symbol need be
displayed. If the two destinations are of different types
then both relevant symbols should be displayed.

6

Since LOCAL DIRECTION signs are commonly used in
supplement to DIRECTION signs on which route
numbers are displayed, route numbers shall not be
displayed on LOCAL DIRECTION signs even if they are
provided on a numbered route.

7

The fact that route numbers are not used on LOCAL
DIRECTION signs, together with the normal use of a
symbol preceding the text, means that vertical justification
between adjacent stacks is not normally worth
providing. However, an improved aesthetic effect will
result when two symbols are required in one stack, if the
symbols are centred over one another, and the
following primary names are also left justified.

8

9

If a destination is located same distance beyond the
final turn towards it, a distance may be included on the
GDL2 or GDL3 sign. This treatment is not likely to be
common in urban areas but can occur fairly frequently in
"peri-urban" areas. The distance to the nearest 100 m
should be located below the destination name and right
justified on it. The distance numerals should be followed
by the letters •m• or "km" as appropriate.

4.11.6

2

4

1

LOCAL DIRECTION signs shall be rectangular in shape,
with the exception of the FINGERBOARD type sign which
shall have one side shaped to a point. All signs shall be
provided with a border of a colour which contrasts with
the sign. background colour. PERMANENT direction
signs normally have a horizontal for· mat. TEMPORARY
.local direction signs used within construction sites
should, where possible, minimise the horizontal
dimension to reduce side space requirements.

2

The size of LOCAL DIRECTION signs is dependent on the
symbol and destination messages to be displayed and
the choice of letter size to be used (see Section
4.3).

3

PERMANENT local direction signs shall have a white
background colour with black legend and arrows and
blue border. TEMPORARY local direction signs shall
have a yellow background with all other signface details in
black.

4

Special colour variations are permitted. An "insert"
panel may be provided in brown to display a tourist
destination or in blue to include a1reeway trailblazer
message (see examples in Subsections 4.11.12, and in
Volume 4, Chapter 13).

Symbols

The PRIMARY name of the local destination shall be
preceded by an appropriate symbol when one is available.
Only one symbol shall be used with one PRIMARY
name.
If, for whatever reason, the use of a primary name is not
considered necessary, a symbol may be used on its own
in a LOCAL DIRECTION sign. Such a display may also
include a distance in accordance with paragraph
4.11.5.8. This type of LOCAL DIRECTION sign may be
used as a "follow-up" sign at one or two turns after the
first tum towards the destination, provided the same
symbol appeared with the destination name as a GDL1
sign at the first turn.
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LOCAL DIRECTION symbols are sized according to the
same dimensional criteria as TOURISM DIRECTION
symbols with a nominal design height and width of 15"d"
where "d" is the letter stroke width used on the sign (and the
letter height is 7"d").LOCAL DlRECTION symbols may
include symbols used on tourism signs and those used on
direction signs provided they are correctly sized.
If a symbol should need to be used with three PRIMARY
names representing three destinations of the same type in
the same direction, then the symbol size should be
increased by one standard increment in the value of "d".

4.11.7 Shape, Size and Colours

When the local destination is at the end of the road and it
is the only public destination, such a destination may be
included in the stack of a DIRECTION sign, provided for
the junction in question, within a white "insert panel".

10 The various signface design principles described in this
section are
specifically illustrated for LOCAL
DIRECTION signs in Volume 4, Chapter 13.

1

3

4.11.8 Retroreflectivity
1 It is recommended that the background and borders
used on PERMANENT local direction signs be
retroreflective. All arrows, symbols and text shall be semimatt.
2

The background to all TEMPORARY direction signs
shall be retroreflective and the border and legend semimatt.

3

The retroreflective materials used shall conform to the
provisions laid down in Chapter 1.The use of a higher
grade of white background material is not recommended
in order to avoid the risks of "overglow", from the
material, rendering the symbol and/or text illegible under
night-time illumination.
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NOTE:
(1) Only local and tourism destination signs are shown because their
use and positions are closely related.
(2) Other relevant guidance signs are fully illustrated in Sections 4.8
and 4.10.
(3) Detail 4.91.1 refers when sign GD1 exists.
(4) Detail 4.91.2 for new GD1 signs – for 80 km/h approach speed.
(5) Subject to the amount of information displayed, signs GF2 and
GDL1 may be combined in the GF2 position for existing GD1
installations – see Figure 4.93 also.

Fig 4.91
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Supplementary Local Direction Signing – Class “B” Route
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4.11.9

LOCAL DIRECTION

NOTE:
(1) The local direction signs shown can be follow-up signs to the signs
in Figure 4.91 or they may be the only signs used from a lower class
of street (where direction signs are not warranted).
(2) Arrangement may also be used from Class "8" routes using route
marker signs.
(3) The two GDL3 signs shown at the access allow for both directions
of approach - this is optional.

Fig 4.92
MAY 2012

Local Direction Signing - NO Standard Direction Signs
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4.11.10

/

NOTE:
(1) Only local and tourism direction signs are shown because their use and
positions are closely related.
(2) Other relevant guidance signs are fully illustrated in Sections 4.8 and
4.10.
(3) Subject to the amount of information displayed, signs GF2 and
GDL1 may be combined in the GF2 position for existing GD1
installations. The signs may be combined on common supports as
shown at "A" or the messages may be combined on a single sign
face at "B".

Fig 4.93
GUIDANCE

Local/ Tourist Direction Sign Combinations
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LOCAL DIRECTION

Fig 4.94
MAY 2012

Local Direction Signing- Tertiary Arterial
SADC - RTSM - VOL 1

GUIDANCE

STACK-TYPE ADVANCE LOCAL DIRECTION
GDL1

For dimensions
ref. Vol 4
pages

COLOURS:

Black semi-matt

13.2.1

ro
13.2.9

4.11.9

TEMPORARY
Border, arrows
Text and symbol
Background

Black semi-matt
Black semi-matt
Yellow retroreflective

Chapter 1, Sections 1.7 and 1.8, and Sections 4.1 to
4.4 of this Chapter).
4

GDL1 signs shall not display route numbers.

5

GDL1 signs should normally include an arrow, a symbol
and a destination name in each stack in a similar
manner to TOURISM DIRECTION signs. Tex1 only or
symbol only messages, in addition to the appropriate
arrow may be displayed. Arrows used are standard
STACK-TYPE arrows which are detailed in Volume 4,
Chapter 5.Due to the standard size of symbol, STACKYPE 4 and STACK-TYPE 6 arrows are most commonly
used. Symbols are sized in the same manner as tourism
symbols. Some symbol types are common to direction
sign and/or tourism sign symbol categories but may be
differently sized. For this reason symbols for use on
LOCAL DIRECTION signs are detailed in Volume 4,
Chapter 13.

6

The most common application of sign GDL1 is likely to be
as a single-stack sign supplementing DIRECTION signs
on Class B roads or in stand-alone situations on lower
class roads. However, GDL1 signs may incorporate
multiple-stacks with the same basic design criteria as
DIRECTION signs i.e. maximum of three stacks, one
stack for one direction etc. Figure 4.95 illustrates a range
of permitted variants of sign GDL1 including examples
with multiple stacks, more than one destination in a stack
and with an insert panel (see also Figure 4.96). GDL1
signs followed by GDL2 signs at the junction may be
used on a systematic basis for signing un-numbered
tertiary arterial roads or collector-distributor roads (see
Figure 4.94).

7

TEMPORARY versions of sign GDL1, numbered
TGDL1, may be specified if such a provision is considered
economic. Temporary sign colours shall be black semimatt arrow, symbol, text and border on a yellow
retroreflective background.

8

For the COMPOSITE LOCAL DIRECTION sign
GDL1/GDL2 alternative to the use of both GDL1 and
GDL2 signs see Subsection 4.11.11.

GDL1 signs should be located on the left side of the
roadway. The signs should be located in advance of the
junction as follows:
(a) on their own on Class C or D roads - in accordance
with Figure 4.58;
(b) on a Class B route to supplement DIRECTION
signs - at 2/3 of the distance given in Figure 4.58 for
the DIRECTION provided no TOURISM DIRECTION
sign already occupies such a position; OR
(c) on a Class B route to supplement DIRECTION and
TOURISM DIRECTION signs is already in place or is
also required, either:
(i) at 1/3 of the distance given in Figure 4.58 for the
DIRECTION sign with an existing TOUR- ISM
DIRECTION sign at the 2/3 distance; OR
(ii) at the 2/3 distance in combination with a
TOURISM DIRECTION sign, either as two stacks
pointing in opposite directions or as a composite
sign GDL1 with a TOURISM insert panel (see
Figure 4.95).

3

Blue retroreflective
Black semi-matt
Black semi-matt
White retroreflective

Stack-Type Advance Local
Direction

1 STACK-TYPE ADVANCE LOCAL DIRECTION signs of
the type GDL1 may be used in advance of a junction on a
Class B road to supplement existing DIRECTION signs
GD1, GD2 or GD1/GD2, or in advance of a junction
on a lower class road to give advance guidance to
drivers regarding
the direction to
local
destinations which do not form part of the
navigational / orientations/ system. A separate
stack for each direction of exit from a junction need
not be provided because of this lack of orientational
function.
2

PERMANENT
Border:
Arrows, text
Symbol
Background

The sign position in paragraph 4.11.9.2(c)(i) should
only be used as a last resort, and only in a 60 km/h, or
lower speed environment. If a sign installation involving
separate DIRECTION, TOURISM DIRECTION and
LOCAL DIRECTION signs is being designed for original
installation the distance of sign GD1 from the junction
should be increased by at least 50% from that given in
Figure 4.58. Such an installation must also be assessed
for potential driver information overload (see

GUIDANCE
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4.11.13

LOCAL DIRECTION

NOTES:
(1) Detail
4.95.1
shows
justification/centring of
text/symbols where this does not affect sign size.
Details 4.95.3, 4.95.4, 4.95.5 and 4.95.8 show similar
treatment with individual variations depending on the
position and type of arrow being used.
(2) Detail 4.95.2
shows
justification/centring of
text/symbols where the sign in question could be
smaller if the treatment in Detail 4.95.7 was to be
used. Detail4.95.2 is included to illustrate the relative
difference between the two styles of signface layout.

Fig 4.95
MAY 2012

(3) Detail 4.95.3 shows an example with a tourism insert
panel. This is the preferred layout for this type of message
combination (see Figure 4.96 for other insert panel
options).
(4) Details 4.95.5 and 4.95.6 show two destinations in one stack,
the former two destinations of a different type and the
latter two of the same type.

(5) Detail 4.95.7 gives details of the option to include a
street name panel.

Permitted Variants of Advance Local Direction Sign - GDL1
SADC - RTSM - VOL 1
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4.11.14

LOCAL DIRECTION

STACK-TYPE LOCAL DIRECTION
For dimensions
ref. Vol 4
pages

COLOURS:

GDL2

13.2.10
to
13.2.13
and
13.2.18
13.2.19

4.11.10
1

Blue retroreflective
Black semi-matt
Black semi-matt
White retroreflective

TEMPORARY
Border, arrows
Text and symbol
Background

Black semi-matt
Black semi-matt
Yellow retroreflective

Stack-Type Local Direction

STACK-TYPE LOCAL DIRECTION signs of the type
GDL2 may be used to indicate to drivers the final turn
towards a local destination. Sign GDL2 will therefore
commonly be a single stack sign, unless there are local
destinations to left and right at the junction. A local
destination is one which does not form part of the
navigational/orientational destination system used on
Class B (and Class A) numbered routes.

2

GDL2 signs should be located in the far left-hand
corner of the junction e.g. beyond the point of turn. If the
intersecting roadway is a dual carriageway road way, or
if there is a turning sliproad, sign GDL2 may be located
on the central median island or on the turning sliproad
island respectively, provided this is practical and safe.

3

GDL2 signs shall not display route numbers.

4

GDL2 signs should normally include an arrow, a symbol
and a destination name in a similar manner to
TOURISM DlRECTION signs. Text only or symbol only
messages, in addition to an arrow may be displayed.
Arrows used are standard STACK-TYPE 3 arrows as
detailed in Volume 4, Chapter 5. Symbols are sized in the
same manner as tourism symbols. Same symbol types
are common to direction sign and/or tourism sign symbol
categories but may be differently sized. For this reason
symbols for use on LOCAL DIRECTION signs are
detailed in Volume 4, Chapter 13.

5

PERMANENT
Border:
Arrows, text
Symbol
Background

GDL1 signs may be displayed on numbered Class B
routes when the local destination has direct access for
such a route. The more common application will be on
lower class roads at the final turn towards the destination
access. On minor roads and for low use destinations

GUIDANCE

FINGERBOARD LOCAL DIRECTION sign GDL3 may be
used in place of sign GDL2 (see Subsection 4.11.11).
6

LOCAL DESTINATION signs GDL2 may also be used in
sequence with ADVANCE LOCAL DIRECTION sign GDL1
as an alternative to DIRECTION class signs on an
important Class C tertiary arterial road or collectordistributor road.

7

Figure 4.96 shows some of the options for more complex
versions of LOCAL DIRECTION sign GDL2 de- sign.
When used at a T-junction sign GDL2 should be
displayed above T-JUNCTION CHEVRON hazard
marker sign W409. Sign W409 shall be constructed to
match the overall length of sign GDL2.The sign variant
types shown in Figure 4.96 may be used for GDL1
signs. Similarly, when appropriate, the principles of
some of the GDL1 variants shown in Figure 4.95 may be
used on GDL2 signs.

8

Multiple-stack GDL2 signs used as part of the systematic
signing of a tertiary arterial road may incorporate a street
name panel on top of the sign in similar manner to GD2
signs. The text height for the street name may be reduced
to 2/3 to 3./4 of the size of lettering used for the local
destination names.

9

TEMPORARY versions of sign GDL2, numbered
TGDL2, may be specified if such provision is considered
economic. Temporary sign colours shall be black semimatt arrow, symbol, text and border on a yellow
retroreflective background.

10 For the COMPOSITE LOCAL DIRECTION sign
GDL1/GDL2 alternative to the use of both GDL1 and
GDL2 signs see Subsection 4.11.11.
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NOTES:
(1) Detail4.96.1shows a two-stack GDL2 sign with a street
name panel on top. Such a sign would be part of a
comprehensive LOCAL DIRECTION sign system
installed on tertiary arterial routes. In this example text
has been displayed in two lines to reduce sign length
and to further reduce sign size no attempt has been
made to centre symbols over each other or to justify
text on the left.
(2) Detail4.96.2 is similar to Detail4.96.1but illustrates the
option to centre symbols and left justify text. In this
example this is achieved without increase in sign size
due to the upper stack name being shorter then the
lower stack name. Note the extension of the lower stack
name under the right turn arrow. Note also the use of

Fig 4.96
MAY 2012

hazard marker sign W409.
(3) Details 4.96.3 to 4.96.6 illustrate sign combination options
as follows:
Detail4.96.3 - combination of DIRECTION sign stack
with LOCAL DIRECTION stack –
NOTE: double centre border due to colour
combinations;
Detail4.96.4 - TOURISM insert panel on LOCAL
DIRECTION stack;
Detail4.96.5 - LOCAL DIRECTION insert panel in a
DIRECTION sign stack;
Detail4.96.6 - freeway TRAILBLAZER insert panel in
LOCAL DIRECTION stack.

Permitted Variants of Local Direction Sign - GDL2
SADC - RTSM - VOL 1
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4.11.16

LOCAL DIRECTION

STACK-TYPE COMPOSITE LOCAL DIRECTION
GDL1/GDL2

For dimensions
ref. Vol 4
pages

COLOURS:

13.2.14
to
13.2.16

4.11.11

PERMANENT
Border:
Arrows, text
Symbol
Background

Blue retroreflective
Black semi-matt
Black semi-matt
White retroreflective

TEMPORARY
Border, arrows
Text and symbol
Background

Black semi-matt
Black semi-matt
Yellow retroreflective

Stack-Type Composite Local
Direction

1

STACK-TYPE COMPOSITE LOCAL DIRECTION signs
of the type GDL1/GDL2 may be used instead of an
ADVANCE LOCAL DIRECTION sign GDL1 PLUS a
LOCAL DIRECTION sign GDL2 to indicate to drivers
the direction to local destinations which do not
form part of the navigational/orientational system.

2

GDL1/GDL2 composite signs should be located in the far
left-hand corner of the junction e.g. beyond the point of turn
in the position normally used for sign GDL2.

3

GDL1/GDL2 signs shall not display route numbers.

4

GDL1/GDL2 signs follow the general layout rules
appropriate to GDL1 signs but use STACK-TYPE 3
arrows in place of STACK-TYPE 6 arrows in the right
and/or left turn stacks.

GUIDANCE

5

Since GDL1/GDL2 composite signs have, by virtue of
their description, more than one stack, it is very unlikely that
such signs will be used to supplement DIRECTION signs on
Class B routes. Their use is more appropriate as an
economical form of systematised signing for tertiary
arterials (see Figure 4.94 and Volume 2, Chapter 9: Urban
Guidance Signing for more details on the application of
GDL1/GDL2 signs).

6

Vertical centring of symbols and justification of text is
recommended where this can be achieved without a
significant increase in sign size.

7

TEMPORARY
versions
of
signs
GDL1/GDL2,
numbered TGDL1/TGDL2, may be specified if such a
pro- vision is considered economic. Temporary sign
colours shall be black semi-matt arrow, symbol, text and
border on a yellow retroreflective background.
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FINGERBOARD LOCAL DIRECTION
COLOURS:
PERMANENT
Border:
Arrows, text
Symbol
Background

Blue retroreflective
Black semi-matt
Black semi-matt
White retroreflective

TEMPORARY
Border, arrows
Text and symbol
Background

Black semi-matt
Black semi-matt
Yellow retroreflective

GDL3

For dimensions
ref. Vol 4
pages
13.2.17

TGDL3

4.11.12

Fingerboard Local Direction

1

FINGERBOARD LOCAL DIRECTION signs of the type
GDL3 may be used at a low level in the road network to
guide drivers towards low use local destinations.

2

GDL3 signs should normally be located in the same
manner as GDL2 signs, namely in the far left comer of a
junction.

3

FINGERBOARD LOCAL DIRECTION signs GDL3 may
be used on their own as a tertiary level of direction signing
instead of ADVANCE LOCAL DIRECTION signs GDL1
and/or DIRECTION signs GDL2. GDL3 signs are
generally more compact than GDL1 or GDL2 stack-type
signs on a message for message basis. In terms of the
manner in which LOCAL DIRECTION signs may be
applied generally, a local authority could adopt a policy to
use only sign GDL3 for local destinations. With careful
planning it may be appropriate to adopt a standard
length of sign, in the range of 1,2 m to 1,5 m and display
all local destination messages in such a standard sign.
This type of approach could lead to a very tidy local
destination signing system. In order to fit a wide range of
lengths of destination name onto a standard length of
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GDL3 sign the use of signs with DIN "B" lettering AND
signs with DIN "A" lettering, should be considered.
4

A system such as that described in the previous
paragraph could also support a local authority policy
to permit a local destination to be signed by a maximum
of 3 to 4 GDL3 signs in total. This could permit signs on
two approaches to the destination, working from the final
turn and then away from this final turn. Alternatively all
signs could be located on one approach, route subject to
the nearest numbered route being the furthest point at
which a sign could be provided.

5

If a standard length of GDL3 sign is adopted a local
authority may also develop a policy which permits up to a
maximum of 3 or 4 signs in any one junction corner. This
approach has the benefit that new destinations can be
accommodated up to the set maximum without revising
existing signs.

6

TEMPORARY FINGERBOARD sign TGDL3 may be
specified but is identical in specification to sign TGD4.
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4.12.1

DIAGRAMMATIC
4.12 DIAGRAMMATIC
4.12.1General
1

DIAGRAMMATIC signs have been developed as a
result of a need to indicate to drivers an often difficult to
anticipate change in the layout of the roadway ahead.
Bold diagrammatic representations of the road layout
have been evolved in which arrows represent traffic
lanes or flows. In this way the alternative of using worded
messages, often in two or more languages, may be
avoided. Although DIAGRAMMATIC signs are relatively
large they are often smaller than would be a comparable
worded message sign.

2

The greatest need for DIAGRAMMATIC signs has
arisen in the field of temporary signing for roadworks.
The major rehabilitation of some of Southern Africa's
most important roads required that a special effort be
made to sign the rapidly changing rood layout
effectively.

3

4

5

Although the development of DIAGRAMMATIC signs
resulted from temporary signing needs these signs can be
equally applicable in permanent situations. The range
of likely PERMANENT situations requiring diagrammatic
signs is, however, significantly less than that for
TEMPORARY diagrammatic signs.
DIAGRAMMATIC signs, in general, portray messages
which have a "warning" connotation. The type of message
to be displayed is, however, normally too complex to fit
into a standard triangular ADVANCE WARNING sign in
the "W" series. Several DIAGRAMMATIC signs have been
developed which may be used as an alternative to a
conventional ADVANCE WARNING sign. ln effect they
display the same message but are considered to have a
more effective "target" value than the conventional
warning sign, even if that were to be displayed on a
HIGH
VISIBILITY background. The signs offer
guidance to drivers regarding conditions ahead and
also give guidance as to what actions are likely to be
required of drivers in order to negotiate these
conditions. The "hazard" aspect of the message is indeed
most commonly related to the manner in which drivers
may decide to negotiate the change in roadway
alignment.

6

Distance information is commonly included on
SUPPLEMENTARY PLATE signs mounted below
DIAGRAMMATIC signs (see Subsection 4.12.4). The
inclusion of word messages on DIAGRAMMATIC signs
should only occur in exceptional circumstances. As a
general rule if a potential diagrammatic sign displays a
"map" of a road layout rather than the lane configuration it
should be classified as a MAP-TYPE ADVANCE
DIRECTION sign GD9 and as such may include place
names in a rural application or street names in an urban
application (see Subsection 4.8.9).

7

The display of symbols representing different classes of
vehicles is not generally recommended. Such displays
should preferably be reserved for unique signs designed
for specific applications.

8

The fact that many DIAGRAMMATIC signs indicate
"hazard" related situations should be borne in mind
when considering them for permanent application. The
availability of the sign series shall not be seen as
saving grace for inadequate geometric design. In
practice the use of permanent DIAGRAMMATIC
signs should be limited.

9 The same limitation does not apply to the use of
temporary DIAGRAMMATIC signs. It is generally
accepted that temporary road alignments during
construction or rehabilitation are below the standards
appropriate to the completed roadway.
10 The combination of DIAGRAMMATIC guidance signs
with other guidance signs such as DIRECTION or
FREEWAY DIRECTION signs should be undertaken
with care. When both forms of guidance are provided,
space to accommodate the signs may become
inadequate, and they may interfere with each other.
The amount of information presented to drivers within
a short distance can exceed the ability of a driver to
effectively process this information.

4.12.2 Temporary Diagrammatic Signing
1

Many of the DIAGRAMMATIC signs detailed in the
following Subsections on specific sign series are
temporary signs. This is because the range of possible
"hazard" related lane configurations within roadworks
environs is considerable. Every effort has been made to
avoid
DIAGRAMMATIC
signs
becoming
unnecessarily complex in their layout. The examples
provided
should
therefore
be
considered
as
"standards".

2

In this context it is highly recommended that the geometric
treatment of lanes at roadworks sites be designed around
the sign examples available, and that new designs should not
be created particularly if these are complex. Only one
change in lane or roadway configuration shall be
indicated in one sequence of DIAGRAMMATIC signs with
a very limited number of exceptions. If two or more
actions are required of drivers each action should be
indicated separately in different sequences of signs. Unstable
traffic flow tends to occur after each of the situations in which
the use of DIAGRAMMATIC signs is recommended.
Sufficient distance must therefore be provided for the traffic
flow to stabilize before the next action likely to result in further
instability is required of drivers.

Ground-mounted DIAGRAMMATIC signs developed to
date have been classified into the following groups based
on the functional indication given by the arrows on the
signface (a) GS100 series - traffic movement affected by
obstruction(s);
(b) GS200 series - additional lane;
(c) GS300 series - lane use control by regulation
(incorporating a regulatory sign);
(d) GS400 series - lanes merging;
(e) GS450 series -lanes converging (but not merging);
(f) GS500 series - arrestor bed and other heavy vehicle
related messages (excluding regulatory control of
heavy vehicles covered in (c)).
(g) GS600 series - unique overhead diagrammatic
signs;
(h) GS6000 series - overhead versions of other signs
(sign number generated by putting a 6 in front of
normal 3-digit number group);
(i) GS700 series - public transport;
(j) GS8OO series - at-grade lane layout;
(k) GS900 series - junction with warning. (See
Subsections 412.5 and 4.12.6.)
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DIAGRAMMATIC

4.12.2
3

A typical arrangement of temporary signing at roadworks is
illustrated briefly in Figure 4.98. Temporary signing at
roadworks is dealt with in detail in Volume 2, Chapter 13,
including many figures covering typical applications.

4

Temporary messages at roadworks may need to be varied
at short notice or for short periods of time. The various
DIAGRAMMATIC signs may be manufactured in a number
of ways as very basic forms of VARIABLE MESSAGE sign
to facilitate this process. However, the resultant signface
display must remain an accurate rendition of the
required message, to the required dimensions, so that
the whole system of temporary (and DIAGRAMMATIC)
signing is not brought into disrepute with a resultant
and long lasting loss of effectiveness. If such variable
messages are to be accommodated on one signface the
number of messages to be dealt with on any one sign
should be limited to two or three (see Chapter 9).

5

The alternative to changing the signfaces many times is
that signs may need to be moved around a site relatively
frequently. It is therefore worth considering manufacturing
these temporary signs from a lighter material than is
conventional for permanent signs. The resultant sign may
become less durable and a contractor will have to balance
these aspects to achieve the most efficient use of his signs.

6

The relatively large temporary DIAGRAMMATIC signs are
often located very close to passing traffic. Once again a
lighter sign will be likely to represent a reduction in hazard
to vehicles and site staff at the risk of potentially greater
damage to the sign itself in the event of a collision involving
the sign.

4.12.3
1

2

3

Arrows representing opposing traffic flows point
downwards and shall always be made shorter than the
arrows representing the traffic flows to which the sign
applies. The difference in upward and downward pointing
arrow lengths is approximately equal to twice the depth of
the arrow head.

4

The arrows used on all signs except on arrestor bed and
downward pointing overhead signs utilize the arrow head of
a STACK-TYPE 1 arrow. The arrow head is specified in
terms of "d" the stroke width of DIN 1451 Part 2 letters. It
should be noted, however, that for certain sign sizes
the shaft width of the arrows is slightly reduced in
width over that used on Stack-Type arrows. These
dimensional details are fully covered in Volume 4, Chapter
8. The range of upward-pointing arrow types used on
DIAGRAMMATIC signs is illustrated in Figure 4.9 (see
Section 4.2).

5

It is a basic principle of the application of
DIAGRAMMATIC signs that they shall display a onepart message only, which shall require, in turn, only
one action at a time on the part of drivers. Thus a
lane-drop shall not be combined with a change of
direction on a DIAGRAMMATIC signface display. Sign
series GS400 is the only series which includes arrows
representing lanes which actually merge together on the
signface, in the direction of travel indicated by the sign.
This is, in fact, the specific function of this sign series. An
exception to the basic principle applies to a number of
arrows which depict an INCREASE in the number of lanes
i.e. the arrow forks from one shaft into two. Sign GS151 is
an example of such a sign. Sign GS152 shows a change
of alignment to the left (away from opposing traffic) AND
the splitting of one lane into two. Neither of these
circumstances, either separately, or together, is inherently
unsafe and will not normally warrant the use of a
DIAGRAMMATIC sign. However, some additional factor
such as horizontal or vertical curvature, high traffic
volumes, vegetation or poor sight distance may justify the
use of such a sign (see Subsection 4.12.11).

6

The "obstructions" represented on the signs by red blocks
of various shapes may be real physical obstructions such
as concrete barriers, median islands, delineation devices,
excavations etc, or they may be perceived "obstructions"
such as at a lane-drop where a section of the roadway
width does not continue but there may be no physical
obstruction. The number of shapes of red blocks has been
kept to a minimum. These are detailed in Volume 4,
Chapter 8. If a need arises to design a new sign every
effort should be made to utilize one of the existing standard
blocks. In order to do this it is acceptable that the spaces
between sign components may differ from those used on
existing sign designs (see Subsection 4.12.10).

7

Standard REGULATORY signs in the "R" series may be
incorporated into the signface of certain DIAGRAMMATIC
signs. When a regulatory sign with a white border is
required to be displayed on a white background of a
PERMANENT diagrammatic sign the regulatory sign shall
have a narrow black border displayed OUTSIDE its
standard perimeter. Certain temporary Regulatory signs
include an inset black border on a yellow background. If
such signs are to be displayed on a yellow TEMPORARY
diagrammatic sign background the black border on the
regulatory sign shall be widened to equal the width of a
permanent sign white border. (These dimensional details
are given in Volume 4, Chapters 2 and 8).

Signface Design Principles

The basic principles applicable to the design of
DIAGRAMMATIC signs are that, with two sub-group
exceptions, there shall be a black arrow representing each
lane in the direction of travel represented by the sign and
"obstructions" to the normal or anticipated flow of traffic
are indicated by red blocks. The exceptions to these
principles are represented by the arrestor bed signs subgroup and certain overhead lane use control signs which
utilize a single downward pointing arrow. If overhead signs
are specified and regulatory control is required over more
than one lane, a separate sign, each with a downward
pointing arrow, should be located centrally over each lane.
In a limited number of examples, one or more downward
arrows may be used to indicate opposing traffic. In
general, one arrow only is used to indicate the
presence of an opposing flow of traffic whether it
comprises one or several lanes. There are, however, a
number of temporary application signs which may utilize
two downward arrows because it has been felt that it is
necessary to indicate the number of opposing traffic lanes.
The majority of these latter signs relate to the beginning or
end of a dual carriageway or to a three-lane two-way
traffic operating condition. The primary function of the
arrow per lane display of DIAGRAMMATIC signs is
intended to make drivers aware of what happens to
the lanes displayed. The presence of opposing traffic
may be important from a safety point of view, but it
has been a design principle that the number of
approaching lanes is rarely relevant.

GUIDANCE
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4.12.4
1

4.12.3

Supplementary Plate Signs

(c) in advance of the provision of climbing lanes or
overtaking opportunity lanes to advise drivers of an
overtaking opportunity ahead;
(d) to indicate changes in lane configuration on three
lane two-way sections of roadway that are
sufficiently long to warrant altering the number of
lanes in one direction from two lanes to one, and
vice versa in the opposite direction, particularly to
permit overtaking opportunities at regular intervals in
both directions (since such lane configurations are
commonly provided as an interim measure pending
major upgrading of a road, standards may not be as
high as normal);
(e) at major changes in roadway cross-section and/or
lane configuration e.g. end of a dual roadway, or a
lane-drop combined with poor sight distance, or at
lane merge or converge situations when it is not
obvious whether lanes merge or not, or for urban
traffic calming measures etc.;
(f) at special heavy vehicle control or safety situations
such as arrestor beds or compulsory stops, in
advance of tunnels, steep downgrades or at mass
measuring stations or other features.

It is a common principle to include a distance message
with a diagrammatic sign. This may be:
(a) a distance to the situation indicated on a sign;
(b) a distance for which the condition on the sign will
continue to occur.
This distance message shall be i ndicated below
ground-mounted
DIAGRAMMATIC
signs
in
separate SUPPLEMENTARY PLATE signs IN11 (or
TIN11). On overhead DIAGRAMMATIC signs a
distance message s h a l l b e d i s p l a y e d
w i t h i n the signface and SUPPLEMENTARY
PLATE signs shall not be used.

2

3

4

Although the applications are less common, a
SUPPLEMENTARY PLATE sign used with a
DIAGRAMMATIC sign may also display an advisory
speed or some other text message. It is a common
feature of DIAGRAMMATIC signs that they be repeated
longitudinally along a road or laterally on either side of a
carriageway. Under such circumstances signs placed on
the same lateral line shall display the same message,
including that given by the supplementary plate, when
used.
Whenever possible supplementary plate signs should be
manufactured to standard heights and the width should
match that of the sign with which they are to be used.
Temporary supplementary plate signs should be
designed to be easily removed or changed as the work
pattern alters. It is recommended that contractors and
maintenance authorities keep a range of standard
temporary supplementary plate signs available for this
purpose. Once again it will bring the signing system
into
disrepute
if
the
information
displayed
is
not maintained in an
accurate
condition.
For
greater
detail on
SUPPLEMENTARY PLATE signs see Chapter 5 and
Volume 4, Chapter 9.
SUPPLEMENTARY PLATE signs may utilise DIN 1451
Part 2 Style “A” or “B” lettering. The use of Style “B”
lettering is preferred for increased legibility distance. If
Style “A” lettering is used the greatest height of letter
which
will
fit
the
relevant
standard
sized
SUPPLEMENTARY PLATE sign should be used.

4.12.5

Warrants

1

Detailed warrants for the use of DIAGRAMMATIC
signs have not been researched and established.

2

In general their use is most appropriate on multi-lane
roads. When normal geometric and visibility or sight
distance standards prevail the use of permanent
DIAGRAMMATIC signs is unlikely to be warranted.
However, if design standards have to be lowered for
economic or topographical reasons the use of
DIAGRAMMATIC signs may be warranted rather than
conventional warning signs.

3

Situations in which DIAGRAMMATIC signs are most
likely to be required or warranted are:
(a) to indicated temporary lane or alignment changes at
roadworks sites of even a relatively minor, or short
term, nature;
(b) when it is necessary to control lane use by
application of regulations which may differ from
lane to lane;
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4

Overhead DIAGRAMMATIC signs will normally be
warranted in a similar manner to other guidance signs (see
Subsection 4.1.9). However if lane use control is to be
implemented the only practical way in which control can be
achieved may require the use of overhead signs.

4.12..6 Sign Numbering
1

2

In order to accommodate a wide variety of
DIAGRAMMATIC signs the signs have been allocated
to functional groups. Although some of these groups
com- prise only a small number of signs each group has
been allocated a separate range of numbers to allow for
the addition of new signs in the future.
The numbers have been allocated in blocks of 49 or 99 as
follows (the numbers of temporary signs are preceded
by the letter "T"):
(a) 100 series - Traffic Movement Affected By
Obstructions - GS101 to GS199 and TGS101 to
TGS199 (Subsection 4.12.11);
(b) 200 series – A d d i t i o n a l L a n e - GS201 to
GS250 and TGS201 to TGS250 (Subsection
4.12.12);
(c) 300 Series - Lane Use Control By R e g u l a t i o n
- GS301 to GS399 and TGS301 to TGS399
(Subsection 4.12.13);
(d) 400 Series (i) Lanes M e r g i n g - GS401 to GS450 and
TGS401 to TGS450 (Subsection 4.12.14);
(ii) Lanes Converging - GS451 to GS499 and
TGS451 to TGS499 (Subsection 4.12.15);
(e) 500 Series - Arrestor Bed and Other Heavy
Vehicle Guidance and Control - GS501 to GS599
and TGS501 to TGS599 (Subsection 4.12.16 and
4.12.17);
(f) 600 Series - Unique Overhead Signs (i.e.
involving a signface layout NOT included in one of the
other series) - GS601 to GS699 and TGS601 to
TGS699 (Subsection 4.12.18);
(g) 6000 Series - Overhead Signs incorporating a
basic sign design used in one of the other series
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GS100 to GS900; this number is generated by
putting a "6" in front of the other series number e.g.
GS6101, GS6209 or GS6405, i f the overhead
signface display includes a distance the sign number
should be qualified by the letter "D" e.g. GS6101D,
GS6209D or GS6405D (Subsection
4.12.18);
(h) 700 Series - Public Transport- GS701 to GS799,
temporary versions are not likely to be required but are
not precluded (see Subsection 4.12.19);
(i) 800 Series - At-Grade Lane Layout - GS801 to
GS899, temporary versions are not likely to be
required but are not precluded (see Subsection
4.12.20);
(j) 900 Series - Junction with Warning - GS901 to
GS999 and TGS901 to TGS999 - this series refers to
signs of different junction layout by number (NOT to
the type of warning sign used} (see Subsection
4.12.21).
3

PERMANENT and TEMPORARY versions of a sign are
only indicated in subsequent Subsections when both
are likely to be used. Many signs will only be used in
permanent applications and many others only in
temporary applications. Space has been left for
PERMANENT or TEMPORARY signs to be added i n
the future as and when a demand occurs. When this
happens the signs shall be accorded the number
equivalent to the existing permanent or temporary sign. If
a completely new signface design is required the
resultant sign shall be numbered with the next available
number in the appropriate category. No attempt shall be
made to insert signs between existing numbers or to
use other prefix or suffix forms of numbering.

4.12.7
1

2

3

Sign Sequences

It is common practice when use of a DIAGRAMMATIC
sign is justified, that two or more signs are displayed in
sequence.
A sign sequence may comprise one or more advance
signs, with appropriate distance supplementary plate
signs , in addition to a sign located approximately at the
position where the displayed condition occurs or starts to
occur. Thus a two sign sequence may comprise one
advance sign and a sign at the point of change, or two
advance signs.
When approach speeds are high the number of signs
displayed may be further increased. A sequence of
more than three signs is likely to be rare. However, in
temporary
roadworks
situations, particularly
on
freeways it has been found effective to repeat the sign
messages on the left and right of multi-lane
carriageways.

4 The number of signs required or capable of being
displayed will be largely a function of individual site
conditions such as traffic approach speeds, sight
distances, side space etc. Typical examples of permanent
and temporary DIAGRAMMATIC sign sequences are
given in Figures 4.97 and 4.98. A considerable number of
additional temporary diagrammatic sign sequence
examples are given in Volume 2, Chapter 13.
5

Signs in a sequence with the same message must be
spaced adequately apart to be effective. The concept of
repeating the sign message is intended to achieve its
objective of driver understanding but this will not be
effective if signs are so closely spaced as to appear as
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a "blur" of information. A separation between repeat
DIAGRAMMATIC signs of 200 m is recommended for
approach speeds of 80 km/h to 100 km/h. The closest
distance that a DIAGRAMMATIC sign displaying a
distance on a supplementary plate sign (IN11.3 or
TIN11.3} should be located in advance of the condition to
which it refers should be 100 m in rural areas and 60 m in
urban areas. The same sign may be used to identify the
point at which a change occurs. Such a sign should not
include a d i s t a n c e supplementary plate sign but may
for instance, include an advisory speed supplementary
plate sign (IN11.1 or TIN11.1).

4.12.8 Shape, Size and Colours
1

DIAGRAMMATIC signs are rectangular in shape and, in
principle, should be vertically formatted. (Signs displaying more than three arrows may tend to become
square or, effectively horizontally formatted.)

2

The basic range of overall sizes for DIAGRAMMATIC
signs is the same as for HIGH VISIBILITY signs. The
standard width/height sizes are:
1800 mm/2400 mm, 1200 mm/1600 mm and 900
mm/1200 mm.
The smallest size is only recommended for low speed
urban applications where side space is very limited
(see Volume 4, Chapter 8).

3

The use of standardized overall widths and heights is
intended to simplify manufacture and rapid mounting or
moving, particularly for temporary signs.

4 Dimensions within the signface are given in Volume 4,
Chapter 8. As a general rule arrow and block sizes
should be standardised and any variations
required by d i f f e r e n t d e s i g n s is taken up by
varying the spaces between signface components.
5

The colours of the PERMANENT diagrammatic signs are
the same as used on HIGH VISIBILITY signs in that the
background is white and the border red. All arrows, and
any text or symbols, shall be black. The indication of an
"obstruction" shall be by means of a red block.

6

TEMPORARY diagrammatic signs conform to the general
colour code for temporary signs in that the background
is yellow and the border black. All arrows and any text or
symbols shall be black and "obstructions" shall be
indicated by red blocks.

7 If a regulatory or warning sign is incorporated into the
signface of a diagrammatic sign it shall be displayed in its
standard permanent or temporary colours as appropriate.

4.12.9 Retroreflectivity
1

It is recommended that, because of the general "hazard"
connotation
and high visibility requirement of
DIAGRAMMATIC signs, they be manufactured with all
white, yellow or red areas fully retroreflective. All black
areas shall be semi-matt.

2

The placing of red retroreflective material on yellow
retroreflective material can result in poor luminous
contrast between the two colours under certain
circumstances (see Chapter 1).

4.12.10
1

Other Diagrammatic Signs

In spite of the number of signs detailed in the following
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4.12.5

Subsections every effort has been made not to create
DIAGRAMMATIC signs which do not have a specifically
required use.
2

DIAGRAMMATIC signs are, however, a relatively new
concept and it is anticipated that additional designs will be
required from time to time. Designers should maintain a
systematic approach to such design bearing in mind the
principles
given
in
Subsections
4.12.3
and
4.12.8.Standard sign sizes and components should be
utilized.

3 The need to use a PERMANENT or TEMPORARY
version of a DIAGRAMMATIC sign which has
previously been used only in the other form should be well
motivated and should be reported to the Secretary of the
COLTO Road Traffic Signs Technical Committee.
4

The need to manufacture additional sign designs shall be
reported by the designer, manufacturer or authority to:
The Secretary
Route Numbering and Road Traffic Signs Sub- Committee
c/o Department of Transport
Private Bag
X193
Pretoria
0001.
This will enable a co-ordinated approach to new sign
designs to be adopted.

MAY 2012
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Detail4.97.1Addition and Dropping of
a Climbing Lane

Detail 4.97.2

Lane Drop

NOTES:
(1) Detail 4.97.1 illustrates a t y p i c a l climbing lane
sequence involving a range of different signs. Signs (1)
are optional. Signs (2) form a two sign sequence which in
some circumstances may be the only signs necessary
for such a situation.

Fig 4.97
GUIDANCE

(2) Detail4.97.2 illustrates a typical3 sign sequence for a
lane drop where vertical and horizontal alignment and
the approach speed of traffic warrant an extra advance
sign.

Typical Permanent Diagrammatic Sign Sequences
SADC - RTSM - VOL1
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4.12.7

Detail 4.98.1Lane Drop I Median Crossover
NOTES:
(1) The detail illustrates, in a somewhat simplified form,
temporary diagrammatic sign sets, or sequences,
typical of a major freeway roadworks site.

Fig 4.98
MAY 2012

Detail 4.98.2 Reduced Width I Median
Crossover I Lane Drop
(2) Identification of the actual point at which a change in
a roadway configuration occurs is normally given in
roadworks circumstances by more compact signs
such as regulatory signs (e.g. TR103 or TR104) or
warning signs (e.g. W401 or W402) which have
been omitted for clarity (see Volume 2, Chapter 13).

Typical Temporary Diagrammatic Sign Sequences
SADC • RTSM - VOL1
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4.12.11

Traffic Movement Affected b y
Obstruction

1

DIAGRAMMATIC signs in the GS100 series may be
used to give guidance to drivers that traffic
movement is affected by an obstruction, or
perceived obstruction, in the road ahead. The
principles relevant to the message display of signs in this
series are covered in Subsections 4.12.2 and 4.12.3.

2

It shall be a basic principle that GS100 series signs
shall relate to only one road condition requiring
driver action (see paragraphs 4.12.2.2 and
4.12.11.9).

3

GS100 series signs may be PERMANENT or
TEMPORARY. It should be noted that TEMPORARY
DIAGRAMMATIC signs are primarily intended to be
used at roadworks sites where work activity, in conjunction
with a temporary, normally sub-standard, alignment
combine to produce a hazardous situation. Such
conditions may be temporary for a matter of hours, for
days or even for months but they remain part of an active
work area and are constantly changing at a detailed level.
If, for whatever reason, a sub-standard road alignment
is created, which will exist for some months (or years)
but is not the site of on-going work activities, such a
situation s h o u l d , if warranted, be signed with
PERMANENT signs, and not with TEMPORARY signs.

4

The functional meaning of each individual sign type is
given on the following pages below each sign. Although
numbered individually many signs are paired for
description purposes because their function is simply
handed to the left or the right. Where there is no obvious
pairing the signs are described individually. Few
permanent applications of the signs in this category are
likely to occur. Only those that are known to have been
used are illustrated.

5

GS100 series signs, particularly in their TEMPORARY
applications, are commonly displayed in sequence sets,
although they may be used on an individual basis. The
signs should normally be mounted on the left side of the
roadway. However, if the situation is relevant to traffic on
the right side of a multi-lane one-way roadway the signs
may be effectively mounted on the right-side of traffic. In
roadworks sites involving high traffic volumes it is
recommended that signs be mounted on the left and right
sides if possible (see Subsections 4.12.2 and 4.12.7 and
Figures 4.97 and 4.98).

6 When GS100 signs of the same type (such as GS101 or
TGS101 indicating a lane drop on the left) are repeated
in sequence they must be placed an adequate
distance from the point to which they apply and an
adequate distance apart. Advance signs shall be
provided with a SUPPLEMENTARY PLATE sign IN11.3
(TIN 11.3) indicating the distance to the obstruction
(see Subsection 4.12.8).
7

Signs TGS101 to TGS129 relate to a reduction in the
number of lanes or to changes in lane alignment as a
result of an obstruction occurring in the roadway. Signs
TGS130 to TGS144 relate to a roadway width which is
reduced by a longitudinal obstruction or in some other
way inhibited (by the presence of workmen for instance).
Signs TGS130 to TGS144 will normally be displayed
within the restricted section, not in advance. They should
therefore be provided with SUPPLEMENTARY PLATE
signs IN11.2 (TIN11.2) indicating the distance for
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which the condition will continue to occur. These signs
may be positioned at regular intervals, displaying
decreasing distances to give drivers a "count-down"
type of- message. Signs TGS145 (GS145) to TGS150
(GS150) apply specifically to temporary or permanent
beginning or end of freeway (Class A1) or dual
carriageway situations. Their use should only be
considered when it is felt that warning signs TW116
(W116) to TW119 (W119), even in HIGH VISIBILITY form,
are unlikely to be effective.
8

The indication of a dual message on this group of
signs shall only be used if neither message requires a
hazard related action from drivers. The message
displays of GS151 and GS152 relate to the realignment
of a single lane of traffic to left, often away from opposing
traffic, AND to an increase in the number of lanes
available. Neither of these messages relates to a
condition which is inherently unsafe. The use of
temporary versions of signs GS151 and GS152 is not
normally recommended. Experience has indicated that
when such circumstances are created during a
roadworks operation that unstable flow tends to occur after
the change of alignment and drivers attempt early
overtaking manoeuvres. The provision of a stabilizing
zone between the change of alignment and the addition of a
lane, or lanes, is therefore recommended.

9

If there is more than one component to the
message required at a specific site and one or more
is hazard related, the message should be split into
parts which drivers can reasonably manage to
interpret and act upon safely. This will almost
certainly require two or more sign sequences and
may affect the actual roadway geometry.

10 A number of signs in this series are similar in their
display. This may make selection of the most appropriate
sign di ff ic ul t . Each situation requiring signing should
therefore be carefully considered before ordering signs.
The following guidelines may be considered when making
a selection:
(a) remember that an obstruction may be "perceived"
rather than real, therefore sign TGS109 may be
more appropriate than sign TGS107
if the
obstruction to the right of traffic is not so much
physical as "perceived" e.g. an un-surfaced
shoulder
or
new
construction
behind
DELINEATOR signs TW401 orTW402;
(b) is the display of opposing traffic really necessary
when traffic is diverted away from it i.e. would sign
TGS108 be satisfactory or is TGS127 necessary
due to some complicating factor which makes the
display of the presence of opposing traffic at this
point advisable?;
(c) it is advisable when two way traffic passes through a
restricted area or round an obstruction to show both
traffic flows; thus sign TGS112 is preferable to sign
TGS108 in such circumstances.
11 On multi-lane roadways it may be necessary to display
GS100 series sign messages in an overhead position. The
sign design is adapted for this purpose and should be
provided as detailed in Subsection 4.12.18. Over- head
signs of this type are appropriately numbered.
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GS100 SERIES- TRAFFIC MOVEMENT AFFECTED BY OBSTRUCTION
COLOURS:

PERMANENT
Border & block: Red retroreflective
Arrows:
Black semi-matt Text:
Black semi-mal/
Background:
White retroreflective

GS101

TGS101

Signs GS101 (TGS101) may be used to
guide drivers by a diagrammatic display
Indicating that the left hand lane of a
roadway comprising two lanes in one
direction, ends.

GS104

TGS104

Signs GS104 TGS104) may be used to
guide drivers by a diagrammatic display
Indicating that the right hand lane of a
roadway comprising three lanes in one
direction, ends.

TGS107

Sign TGS107 may be used to guide drivers
by a diagrammatic display that a single
line of traffic i s diverted to the right of
an obstruction.

TGS110

SignTGS110 may be used to guide drivers
by a diagrammatic display that a single
line of traffic i s diverted to the left
through an obstruction.

MAY 2012

TEMPORARY
Border & arrows: Black semi-mall
Red retroreflective
Block: Text:
Background:
Black semi-·matt
Yellow retroreflective

GS102

TGS102

Signs GS102 (TGS102) may be used to
guide drivers by a diagrammatic display
Indicating that the right hand lane of a
roadway comprising two lanes in one
direction, ends.

GS105

TGS105

Signs GS105 (TGS105) may be used to
guide drivers by a diagrammatic display
indicating that the left hand lane of a
roadway comprising four lanes i n one
direction, ends.

TGS108

Sign TGS108 may be used to guide drivers
by a diagrammatic display that a single
line of traffic is diverted to the left of an
obstruction.

TGS111

SignTGS111 may be used to guide drivers
by a diagrammatic display that two-lane
two-way traffic is diverted to the right of
an obstruction.
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GS103

For dimensions:
refer Vol4
pages
8.2.1
to 8.2.8 ••

TGS103

Signs GS103 (TGS103) may be used to guide
drivers by a diagrammatic display
Indicating that the left hand lane of a
roadway comprising three lanes in one
direction, ends.

GS106

TGS106

Signs GS106 (TGS106) may be used to guide
drivers by a diagrammatic display
Indicating that the right hand lane of a
roadway comprising four lanes in one
direction, ends.

TGS109

Sign TGS109 may be used to guide drivers
by a diagrammatic display that a single
line of traffic is diverted to the right
through an obstruction.

TGS112

SignTGS112 may be used to guide drivers
by a diagrammatic display that two-lane
two-way traffic is diverted to the left of
an obstruction.
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GS100 SERIES - TRAFFIC MOVEMENT AFFECTED BY OBSTRUCTION (Cont.)
For dimensions:
refer Vo/ 4
pages
8.2.810
8.2.20

COLOURS:

PERMANENT
Border & block: Red retroreflective
Arrows:
Black semi-matt Text:
Black semi-matt
Background:
White retroreflective

TGS114

TGS113

Sign TGS113 may be used to guide drivers
by a diagrammatic display indicating
that two-lane two-way traffic is diverted
to the right through an obstruction.

Sign TGS114 may be used to guide drivers
by a diagrammatic display indicating
that two-lane two-way traffic is diverted
to the left through an obstruction.

Sign TGS117 may be used to guide drivers
by a diagrammatic display indicating
that three lanes of traffic are diverted to
the right of an obstruction.

TGS119

Sign TGS119 may be used to guide drivers
by a diagrammatic display that two lanes
of traffic are diverted to the right
through an obstruction.

TGS122

Sign TGS122 may be used to guide drivers
by a diagrammatic display that two lanes
of traffic are diverted to the left through
an obstruction and that these lanes are
separated from opposing traffic by a
continuous barrier.

GUIDANCE

TGS115

Sign TGS115 may be used to guide drivers
by a diagrammatic display indicating that
two lanes of traffic are diverted to the right
of an obstruction.

TGS117

TGS116

Sign TGS116 may be used to guide drivers
by a diagrammatic display indicating that
two lanes of traffic are diverted to the left
of an obstruction.

TEMPORARY
Border & arrows: Black semi-matt
Block:
Red retroreflective
Text:
Black semi-matt
Background:
Yellow retroreflective

TGS118

Sign TGS118 may be used to guide drivers
by a diagrammatic display indicating that
three lanes of traffic are diverted to the left
of an obstruction.

TGS120

Sign TGS120 may be used to guide drivers
by a diagrammatic display that two l anes
of traffic are diverted to the left through
an obstruction.

GS123

TGS123

Signs GS123 (TGS123) may be used to
guide drivers by a diagrammatic display
that one lane of traffic is diverted to the
right towards opposing traffic by an
obstruction.

SADC - RTSM - VOL1

TGS121

Sign TGS121 may be used to guide drivers
by a diagrammatic display that two lanes
of traffic are diverted to the right through
an obstruction and that these l anes are
separated from opposing traffic by a
continuous barrier.

GS124

TGS124

Signs GS124 (TGS124) may be used to
guide drivers by a diagrammatic display
that one l ane of traffic is diverted to the
left away from opposing traffic by an
obstruction.
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GS100 SERIES - TRAFFIC MOVEMENT AFFECTED BY OBSTRUCTION (Cont.)
COLOURS:

PERMANENT
Border & block: Red retroreflective
Arrows:
Black semi-matt
Text:
Black semi-matt
Background:
White retroreflective

TEMPORARY
Border & arrows: Black semi-matt
Block:
Red retroreflective
Text:
Black semi-matt
Background:
Yellow retroreflective

TGS126

TGS125

Sign TGS125 may be used to guide drivers
by a diagrammatic display indicating
that one lane of traffic is diverted to the
right
towards
opposing
traffic
through an obstruction.
TGS128

Sign TGS128 may be used to guide drivers
by a diagrammatic display indicating that
a two-lane two-way roadway changes
alignment to the left and the opposing
traffic flows are separated by an
obstruction.

TGS131

SignTGS131 may be used to guide drivers
by a diagrammatic display that the
roadway width for two-lane traffic is
restricted on the right side by an
obstruction.

TGS134

Sign TGS134 may be used to guide drivers
by a diagrammatic display that the
roadway width for two-lane two-way
traffic is restricted on the right side by
an obstruction.

MAY 2012

Sign TGS126 may be used to guide
drivers by a diagrammatic display
indicating that two lanes of traffic are
diverted to the right towards opposing
traffic through an obstruction.

GS129

TGS129

Signs GS128 (TGS128) may be used to
guide drivers by a diagrammatic display
Indicating that one lane of traffic i s
diverted to the left sway from opposing
traffic and that opposing traffic flows are
separated by an obstruction.

TGS132

Sign TGS132 may be used to guide drivers
by a diagrammatic display that the
roadway width for two-lane one-way
traffic is restricted on both sides by
obstructions.

TGS135

Sign TGS135 may be used to guide drivers
by a diagrammatic display that the
roadway width for two-lane two-way
traffic is restricted on both sides by
obstructions.
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For dimensions:
refer Vol 4
pages
8.2.21
to 8.2.33

TGS127

Sign TGS127 may be used to guide drivers
by a diagrammatic display indicating that
one l ane of traffic is diverted to the right
towards two lanes of opposing traffic
through an obstruction. (This situation
implies three-lane two-way operation of
the following roadway.)

TGS130

SignTGS130 may be used to guide drivers
by a diagrammatic display that the
roadway width for two-lane traffic is
restricted on the left side by an
obstruction.

TGS133

Sign TGS133 may be used to guide drivers
by a diagrammatic display that the
roadway width for two-lane two-way
traffic is restricted on the left side by an
obstruction.

TGS136

Sign TGS136 may be used to guide drivers
by a diagrammatic display that opposing
single lanes of traffic are separated by an
obstruction and that roadway width is
restricted.

GUIDANCE

GS100 SERIES·TRAFFIC MOVEMENT AFFECTED BY OBSTRUCTION (Cont.)
For dimensions:
refer Vol4
pages
8.2.34 to
8.2.44

COLOURS:

PERMANENT
Border & block: Red retroreflective
Arrows:
Black semi-mat/ Text:
Black semi-matt
Background:
White retroreflective

TGS138

TGS137

Sign TGS137 may be used to guide drivers
by a diagrammatic display indicating that
the roadway width for three-lane two-way
traffic is restricted on the left by an
obstruction.

Sign TGS138 may be used to guide drivers
by a diagrammatic display indicating that
the roadway width for three-lane two-way
traffic is restricted on the right by an
obstruction.

TGS140

Sign TGS140 may be used to guide drivers
by a diagrammatic display that the
roadway width for three-lane traffic Is
restricted on the left side of an
obstruction.

GS146

TGS146

Sign GS146 (TGS146) may be used to guide
drivers by a diagrammatic display that
two lanes of traffic are diverted to the
right towards opposing traffic at an
obstruction.
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TGS139

Sign TGS139 may be used to guide drivers by
a diagrammatic display indicating that two
lanes of traffic and a single opposing lane
of traffic are separated by an
obstruction and that roadway width is
restricted.

TGS142

TGS141

Sign TGS141 may be used to guide drivers
by a diagrammatic display that the
roadway width for three-lane traffic is
restricted on the right side of an
obstruction.

TGS144

TGS143

Sign TGS143 may be used to guide drivers
by a diagrammatic display that the
roadway width for three-lane twoway traffic with two lanes in the
indicated direction, is restricted on
both
sides
by
obstructions.

TEMPORARY
Border & arrows: Black semi-matt
Block:
Red retroreflective
Text:
Black semi-matt
Background:
Yellow retroreflective

Sign TGS144 may be used to guide drivers
by a diagrammatic display that the
roadway width for three-lane twoway traffic with o n e lane in the
indicated direction, is restricted on
both
sides
by
obstructions.

GS147

TGS147

Sign GS147 (TGS147) may be used to guide
drivers by a diagrammatic display that
two lanes of traffic are diverted to the left
away from opposing traffic at an
obstruction. (The opposing traffic remains
on a straight path.)
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Sign TGS142 may be used to guide drivers
by a diagrammatic display that the
roadway width for three-lane traffic is
restricted
on
both
sides
by
obstructions.

GS145

TGS145

Sign GS145 (TGS145) may be used to guide
drivers by a diagrammatic display
that two lanes o f
traffic
are
diverted to the left away from
opposing
traffic
at
an
obstruction.

GS148

TGS148

Signs GS148 (TGS148) may be used to
guide drivers by a diagrammatic display
that two lanes of traffic are diverted to the
right towards opposing traffic at an
obstruction. (The opposing traffic remains
on a straight path.)

MAY 2012

GS100 SERIES - TRAFFIC MOVEMENT AFFECTED BY OBSTRUCTION (Cont.)
COLOURS:

PERMANENT
Border & block: Red retroreflective
Arrows:
Black semi-matt Text:
Black semi-matt
Background:
White retroreflective

GS149

TGS149

Sign GS149 {TGS149) may be used to
guide drivers by a diagrammatic display
indicating that two lanes of traffic become
separated from opposing traffic by an
obstruction.

GS150

Sign GS152 may be used to guide drivers
by a diagrammatic display indicating that
a single lane is diverted to the left of an
obstruction away from opposing traffic
AND splits into two lanes at the same
time. (Applications of this principle should be
strictly limited - see Subsection 4.12.3.)

TGS155

Sign GS155 (TGS155) may be used to guide
drivers by a diagrammatic display that
the left lane of a three-lane roadway does
not continue beyond an obstruction and
i s diverted to the left of it.

TGS150

Sign GS150 (TGS150) may be used to
guide drivers by a diagrammatic display
indicating
that
a
separating
obstruction between four-lane two-way
traffic ends.

GS153

GS152

GS155

TEMPORARY
Border & arrows: Black semi-matt
Block: Text:
Red retroreflective
Background:
Black semi-matt
Yellow retroreflective

TGS153

Sign GS153 (TGS153) may be used to guide
drivers by a diagrammatic display that
the left lane of a two-lane roadway does
not continue beyond an obstruction and
is diverted to the left of it.

GS156

TGS156

Sign GS156 (TGS156) may be used to guide
drivers by a diagrammatic display that
the left lane of a four-lane roadway does
not continue beyond an obstruction and
is diverted to the left of it.

For dimensions:
refer Vo/4
pages
8.2.45
to 8.2.58

GS151

Sign GS151may be used to guide drivers
by a diagrammatic display that a single
lane i s diverted to the left of an
obstruction AND splits into two lanes at
the same time. (Applications of this principle
should be strictly limited - see Subsection
4.12.3.)

GS154

TGS154

Sign GS154 (TGS154) may be used to guide
drivers by a diagrammatic display that
the right lane of a two-lane roadway does
not continue beyond an obstruction and
is diverted to the right of it.

GS157

Sign GS157 may be used to guide drivers
by a diagrammatic display that two lanes
of traffic are diverted to the left and right
of an obstruction and that the lanes curve.

GS158

Sign GS158 may be used to guide drivers
by a diagrammatic display that the
roadway curves to the left of an
obstruction away from opposing traffic.

MAY 2012
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4.12.12
1

Additional Lane

DIAGRAMMATIC signs in the GS200 series, numbered
from GS201 (TGS201) to GS299 (TGS299) (all numbers
are not allocated at time of printing), may be used to give
guidance to drivers that the number of lanes available
to traffic travelling in their direction will increase some
distance ahead. The signface message of signs in this
series
is
less
"hazard"
related
than
other
DIAGRAMMATIC sign series. The addition of a lane is
rarely likely to result in hazardously unstable traffic flow
conditions, although weaving and/or over-taking actions
may commonly occur in the following road section.

2

It is recommended that the message display of GS201 to
GS299 signs (and their temporary equivalents when, and
if, required) adhere to the general principle of displaying
only one road condition requiring driver action at one
time.

3

Signs GS201 to GS299 may be used in PERMANENT or
TEMPORARY applications. The sign message principles
involved are more relevant to PERMANENT signing
situations but this does not preclude their use in a
TEMPORARY form at roadworks sites. The signs
indicated on the
following pages
are
thus
PERMANENT sign examples. Space has been left for
temporary versions to be added should these be
required in future. Before deciding to use one of these
signs in a TEMPORARY form consideration should be
given as to whether there is a more appropriate sign in the
TGS100 series.

4

The functional meaning of each individual sign type is
given on the following pages below each sign.

arrow need only be given if this constitutes some degree
of hazard at the point where the addition of the lane
occurs. If opposing traffic is indicated one arrow only
need be displayed even for multi-lane conditions.
8

Signs GS211 to GS214-relate to the addition of a lane at a
junction and are intended to reassure drivers that they do
not need to merge or immediately change lane due to
joining traffic. However, situations in which these signs
may be used commonly involve subsequent weaving
movements. Alternatively slow moving traffic may wish to
move to the left beyond the addition of the new lane
thereby creating potential for weaving movements. Sign
GS211 to GS214 may be used instead of ADVANCE
WARNING signs W111 to W114 when greater visual
impact is required or where an indication of the number of
lanes is considered necessary.

9

It has been a practice in the past to indicate on multi-lane
signface displays, by means of a symbol, that heavy
vehicles should travel in the left-hand lane. This form of
display should be reserved for special situations such as
mandatory truck stops (see Subsection 4.12.14 and
Volume 2, Chapter 11).. If a design of this type is required
it will need to be specially detailed for manufacturing
purposes. Limited guidelines are given in Volume 4,
Chapter 8.

10 On multi-lane roadways difficulties experienced in
observing signs may warrant indicating additional lane
messages on overhead signs (see Subsections 4.1.6
and 4.12.18).

5 The application of signs in this group tends to vary for
different sub-groups. The signs may be used in
advance with a SUPPLEMENTARY PLATE sign IN11.3
indicating the distance to the situation being signed,
and/or at the point where the additional lane occurs
without a supplementary plate sign (see paragraph
4.12.12.7).
6

If two or more signs of the same type are used on one
approach they must be placed an adequate distance
apart. The signs should normally be mounted on the left
side of the roadway.

7

Signs GS201 to GS210 deal with the addition of a lane to
the roadway without this addition being specifically
related to a junction with another roadway. Such
situations include the addition of a c l i m b i n g lane or
an additional lane provided to improve overtaking
opportunity. The latter c o n d i t i o n may commonly
relate to alternating three-lane two-way cross-sections
provided in rolling topography. In such a situation these
sign types may therefore be required facing traffic
travelling in both directions. Signs GS201 to GS210
should normally be placed 500 m to 1 km in advance of
the start of the additional lane to reassure drivers that a
crawling or overtaking opportunity is available a short
distance ahead. A number of signs in this sub-group are
very similar. The principle differences are the manner
in which the extra lane is added and the indication or
otherwise of opposing traffic. The additional lane should
be indicated in a manner as closely related to its actual
occurrence as possible. The a v a i l a b i l i t y o f s i g n s
does not imply any preference for one
t y p e for one type of geometric treatment over
another. An indication of opposing traffic by means of a
downward pointing
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GS200 SERIES - ADDITIONAL LANE
COLOURS:

PERMANENT
Border & block: Red retroreflective
Arrows:
Black semi-matt Text:
Black semi-matt
Background:
White retroreflective

GS201

Sign GS201 may be used to guide drivers
by a diagrammatic display that the lane in
which they are travelling splits to left
and right into two lanes. (An opposing
traffic flow is indicated.)

GS204

Sign GS204 may be used to guide drivers
by a diagrammatic display that the lane in
which they are travelling splits to left
and right into two lanes.

GS207

TEMPORARY
Border & arrows: Black semi-matt
Red retroreflective
Block: Text:
Background:
Black semi-matt
Yellow retroreflective

GS202

Sign GS202 may be used to guide drivers
by a diagrammatic display that a lane is
to be added to the left of the lane in which
they are travelling. (An opposing traffic flow
is indicated.)

GS205

Signs GS205 may be used to guide drivers
by a diagrammatic display that a lane is
to be added to the left of the lane in which
they are travelling.

GS208

For dimensions:
refer Vo/4
pages
8.3.1
to 8.3.8

GS203

Sign GS203 may be used to guide drivers by a
diagrammatic display that a lane i s to be
added to the right of the lane in which they
are travelling. (An opposing traffic flow is
indicated.)

GS206

Sign GS206 may be used to guide drivers by
a diagrammatic display that a lane i s to be
added to the right of the lane in which they
are travelling.

GS209

Sign GS209 may be used to guide drivers by
Sign GS207 may be used to guide drivers by GS208 may be used to guide drivers by a a diagrammatic display that a lane i s
a diagrammatic display that a lane i s diagrammatic display that a lane i s added added the left of a three-lane roadway.
added to the left of a two-lane roadway. to the right of a two-lane roadway.

GS210

GS211

Sign GS211 may be used to guide drivers
Sign GS210 may be used to guide drivers
by a diagrammatic display that a lane
by a diagrammatic display that a lane i s
is added to the existing one-lane
added to the right of a three-lane roadway.
roadway from the left.
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GS212

Sign GS212 may be used to guide drivers by
a diagrammatic display that a lane i s
added to the existing two-lane roadway
from the left.

GUIDANCE

4.12.16

DIAGRAMMATIC
GS200 SERIES - ADDITIONAL LANE (Cont.)

For dimensions:
refer Vol4
pages
8.3.910
8.3.11

COLOURS:

GS213

Sign GS213 may be used to guide drivers
by a diagrammatic display that the Jane in
which they are travelling changes
direction to the left and is added to a
roadway with one lane.

GUIDANCE

PERMANENT
Border & block: Red retroreflective
Arrows:
Black semi-matt
Text:
Black semi-·matt
Background:
White retroreflective

TEMPORARY
Border & arrows: Black semi-matt
Block
Red retroreflective
Text:
Black semi-matt
Background:
Yellow retroreflective

GS214

Sign GS214 may be used to guide drivers by
a diagrammatic display that the lane in
which they are travelling changes
direction to the left and is added to a
roadway with two lanes.

SADC - RTSM - VOL1
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4.12.13
1

2

Lane Use Control by
Regulation

DIAGRAMMATIC signs in the GS300 series may be
used to give guidance to drivers as to the numbers
of lanes available and whether one or more of them
is subject to use control by regulations. The
signfaces of signs in this series incorporate one or
more regulatory signs which shall have the same
regulatory requirement of drivers as if the regulatory
signs had been mounted separately. Signs of t h i s
type shall only be used if the r e g u l a t i o n
displayed is to be enforced. A failure to enforce
will tend to bring regulatory signs in general into
disrepute.
Signs in the GS300 series will normally only display one
regulatory message. A need may arise from time to
time for the display of two different regulatory
messages on one of the arrows or on separate arrows
on the signface representing the roadway lanes ahead.
Such a sign should be considered as a unique design in
terms of the provision of Subsection 4.12.10.

3

Lane use control by regulation is normally imposed in
some form to the “fast” or right-hand lane of a multi-lane
roadway. The selection of the most appropriate form of
regulation has been the subject of limited trials.

4

Each application is likely to have unique features but if the
primary objective is to
regulate slower moving
vehicles so that they shall not use the "fast" lane on
two, or more, lane roadways it is recommended that this
be achieved by regulating an appropriate minimum speed
applicable to the relevant lane or lanes. Such a minimum
speed shall not exceed 80 km/h and shall always be
greater than any "general" minimum speed appropriate
to, for instance, a freeway on which the GS300 sign is
being displayed. This approach is based on the
understanding that, for instance, not all heavy vehicles
are necessarily "slow" whereas other classes of vehicle
may be slower than some heavy vehicles e.g. buses or
vehicles pulling caravans, etc. W h e n t h e r o a d w a y
cross-section consists of more than two
l a n e s t h e d i s p l a y o f lane use control by vehicle
class may be more appropriate for the faster lanes
provided at least two lanes remain available to permit
overtaking opportunities for slower moving vehicles.

5

Signs in the GS300 series may be used in
PERMANENT or TEMPORARY applications. The signs
should be mounted on the left side of the roadway but
may be repeated on the right side of one-way
roadways to improve observance of the regulation.
Signs in the GS300 series should not normally be
displayed in advance of the section of road to which they
apply. The signs should be repeated at regular intervals
and may be displayed with a SUPPLEMENTARY PLATE
signs IN11.2 (TIN11.2) indicating the distance for which
the regulation is applicable. The maximum distance any
such display should be applicable for without a repeat
sign is 5 km.

6

Signs GS301 (TGS301) and GS303 (TGS303) may be
used with any appropriate MANDATORY regulatory
sign and signs GS302 (TGS302) and GS304 (TGS304)
may be used with any appropriate PROHIBITION
regulatory sign. The difference between the two signs
is small and relates to the need for an extra border with
the MANDATORY signs. Sign GS305 (TGS305) may be
used if an indication of oncoming traffic is deemed
necessary. Such an indication may be warranted when a
three-lane two-way section of roadway is occasionally
altered from two lanes to one lane in the one

MAY 2012

direction to allow overtaking opportunity in the opposite
direction and vice versa.
7 Signs GS307 (TGS307) to GS309 (TGS309) may be
used with appropriate RESERVATION regulatory signs.
Such signs may be worthy of consideration for the
regulatory control of public transport lanes on multi- lane
roadways, including freeways. The term "public
transport" should be understood to include bus lanes,
minibus lanes, tram lanes and any combination of
these classes of vehicle (see Volume 1, Chapter 2 for
the range of RESERVATION signs available and Volume
2,Chapter 8 for examples of the application of this type of
sign).The use of "distance for" and/or "distance to"
SUPPLEMENTARY PLATE signs IN11.2 or IN11.3 may
be appropriate with this sign type.
8

Signs GS310 (TGS310) and GS311 (TGS311) illustrate
methods of signing control over two adjacent lanes of
a roadway. Sign GS310 (TGS310) shows two levels of
minimum speed (COMMAND) applied to a two lane
roadway, whereas sign GS311 (TGS311) shows a
PROHIBITION over two lanes of a three lane road- way
using a larger prohibition sign to straddle the two relevant
arrows.

9 Sign GS312 (TGS312) indicates the addition of a lane on
the left which is subject to mandatory control. The
mandatory control may be either a "command" or a
"prohibition". The most common application of this type of
diagrammatic sign is likely to be in one of the following
situations:
(a) when an extra lane is created prior to a compulsory
stop control for the specific class of vehicle which is
to be subject
to the compulsory stop (a
"command" sign will therefore be included);
(b) in a similar situation when an extra lane is created for
access to a compulsory mass measuring station;
(c) when an extra "crawler" lane is created on a steep
and/or long downgrade for the specific class of
vehicle indicated by a command regulatory sign.
10 On multi-lane roadways it is likely to be much more
effective to display lane use control by regulation on
overhead signs (see Subsection 4.12.18).
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4.12.18

DIAGRAMMATIC

GS300 S E R I E S - LANE USE CONTROL BY REGULATION
For dimensions:
refer Vo/4
pages
8.4.110
8.4.11

GS301

COLOURS:

TGS301

Sign GS301 (TGS301) may be used to
guide drivers by a diagrammatic
display that the right hand lane of a twoJane roadway or portion of roadway is
subject to the mandatory requirement
of a "command" regulatory sign.

GS304

TGS304

Sign GS304 (TGS304) may be used to guide
drivers by a diagrammatic display that
the right hand lane of a three-lane roadway
or portion of roadway is subject to the
mandatory
requirement
of
a
"prohibition" regulatory sign.

GS307

TGS307

Sign GS307 (TGS307) may be used to guide
drivers by a diagrammatic display that
the left hand lane of a two-lane roadway
or portion of roadway is subject to the
conditional
requirement
of
a
"reservatlonal" regulatory sign.

GS310

TGS310

Sign GS310 (TGS310) may be used to guide
drivers by a diagrammatic display that
both lanes of a two-lane roadway or
portion of roadway are subject to the
different mandatory requirements of the
displayed regulatory signs.

GUIDANCE

PERMANENT
Border & block: Red retroreflective
Arrows:
Black semi-matt
Text:
Black semi-matt
Background:
White retroreflective

GS302

TGS302

Sign GS302 (TGS302) may be used to guide
drivers by a diagrammatic display that
the right hand lane of a two-lane roadway
or portion of roadway i s subject to the
mandatory requirement of a
"prohibition" regulatory sign.

GS305

TGS305

Sign GS305 (TGS305) may be used to
guide drivers by a diagrammatic display
that the right hand lane of a two-lane
portion of a three-lane two-way roadway
or portion of roadway is subject to
mandatory requirement of a "command"
regulatory sign.

GS308

TGS308

Sign GS308 (TGS308) may be used to
guide drivers by a diagrammatic display
that the left hand lane of a three-Jane
roadway or portion of roadway is subject
to the conditional requirement of a
"reservational" regulatory sign.

GS311

TGS311

Sign GS311 (TGS311) may be used to guide
dr i ver s by a diagrammatic display that
the two right side lanes of a three-Jane
roadway or portion of roadway are
subject to the same mandatory
requirement of the displayed regulatory
sign.
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TEMPORARY
Border & arrows:
Block:
Text:
Background:

GS303

Black semi-matt
Red retroreflective
Black semi-matt
Yellow retroreflective

TGS303

Sign GS303 (GS303) may be used to guide
drivers by a diagrammatic display that
the right hand lane of a three-lane roadway
or portion of roadway i s subject to
the
mandatory requirement
of
a
"command" regulatory sign.

GS306

TGS306

Sign GS306 (TGS306) may be used to guide
drivers by a diagrammatic display that
the right hand lane of a two-lane
portion of a three-lane two-way roadway
or portion of roadway is subject to the
mandatory
requirement
of
a
"prohibition" regulatory sign.

GS309

TGS309

Sign GS309 (TGS309) may be used to guide
drivers by a diagrammatic display that
the right hand lane of a three-lane
roadway or portion of roadway is subject
to the conditional requirement of a
"reservational" regulatory sign.

GS312

TGS312

Sign GS312 may be used to guide drivers
by a diagrammatic display that a Jane is
added to the left of the lane In which they
are travelling and that the added Jane is
subject to the mandatory requirement of
a
"command"
or
"prohibition"
regulatory sign.(An opposing traffic flow is
indicated.)
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4.10.14

Lane Merge

1

DIAGRAMMATIC signs in the GS400 series, numbered
from GS401 (TGS401) to GS450 (TGS450) (all numbers
are not allocated at the time of printing) may be used to
give guidance to drivers that a l ane merge
condition
exists between two converging
roadways with a resultant reduction in the total
number of lanes by one.

2

The message display of GS401 to GS450 signs (and all
their temporary equivalents) shall adhere to the
general principle of displaying one road condition which
requires driver action at one time and shall not display oncoming traffic. Most applications will be required on multilane dual carriageway roadways.

3

The sign message principles are more relevant to
PERMANENT signing situations but this does not
preclude their use in a TEMPORARY form at roadworks
sites. Temporary versions of signs GS401 to GS450
(TGS401 to TGS450) may be appropriate during
rehabilitation work at sites where signs GS451 to GS499
are permanently displayed due to a temporary reduction
in the number of lanes.

4

The functional meaning of each individual sign type is
given on the following page below each sign. The
general function of each sign is to indicate a merging of
two lanes beyond a junction. The different signs simply
indicate which pair of lanes is merging. The signs are
similar in appearance to and should not be confused
with LANE CONVERGE signs GS451 to GS499 (see
Subsection 4.12.15). Signs GS401 to GS450 may be
used in place of ADVANCE WARNING signs W111 to
W114 when such signs, even when displayed on HIGH
VISIBILITY backgrounds, are considered inadequate.

5

If two or more signs of the same type are used on one
approach they must be placed an adequate distance
apart. It is recommended that signs GS401 (TGS401) to
GS450 (TGS450) be placed approximately at the point
to which they apply. In some instances an advance
sign displaying an appropriate SUPPLEMENTARY
PLATE sign IN11.3 (TIN11.3) indicating the distance to
the lane merge may be warranted in addition. The signs
should normally be mounted on the left side of the
roadway. However, in many instances, particularly on
roads with several lanes on each approach to the merge,
this type of sign is likely to be provided on both approaches
to the same merge. It is recommended that, if possible,
the signs be placed to be visible from both roadways, or
on the side of each road closest to the merging lane i.e.to
the right side of the left roadway and vice versa.

6

On multi-lane roadways sign obscuration may warrant
indicating lane merge messages on overhead signs
(see Subsection 4.12.18).
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4.12.20

DIAGRAMMATIC
GS400 SERIES - LANE MERGE

For dimensions:
refer Vol4
pages
8.5.1 to
8.5.7

GS401

COLOURS:

TGS401

Sign GS401 (TGS401) may be used to guide
drivers by a diagrammatic display that a
lane merges from the left with the lane of
a single lane roadway.

GS404

TGS404

Sign GS404 (TGS404) may be used to guide
drivers by a diagrammatic display that
two two-lane roadways join on a curve
so that the right-hand lane of the one
roadway merges with the left-hand lane
of the other roadway.

GUIDANCE

PERMANENT
Border & block: Red retroreflective
Arrows:
Black semi-matt Text:
Black semi-matt
Background:
White retroreflective

GS402

TGS402

Sign GS402 (TGS402) may be used to
guide drivers by a diagrammatic display
that a lane merges with the left-hand lane
of a two-lane roadway.

GS405

TGS405

Sign GS405 (TGS405) may be used to guide
drivers by a diagrammatic display that
two-lane and three-fane roadways join on
a curve so that the right-hand lane of one
merges with the left-hand lane of the
other.

SADC - RTSM - VOL1

TEMPORARY
Border & arrows: Black semi-matt
Red retroreflective
Block:
Black semi-matt Yellow
Text:
retroreflective
Background:

GS403

TGS403

Sign GS403 (TGS403) may be used to guide
drivers by a diagrammatic display that a
two-lane roadway joins a straight threelane roadway from the left so that the
right-hand
lane of the two-lane
roadway merges with the left-hand lane of
the three-lane roadway.

GS406

TGS406

Sign GS406 (TGS406) may be used to guide
drivers by a diagrammatic display that
three-lane and two-lane roadways join on
a curve so that the right-hand lane of one
merges with the left-hand lane of the other.
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4.12.15

Lanes Converge

1 DIAGRAMMATIC signs in the GS400 series, numbered
from GS451 to GS499 (all numbers are not allocated at
the time of printing) may be used to give guidance to
drivers that a number of lanes on two roadways
are converging but DO NOT MERGE so that there
is no loss of lanes at the junction being signed.
The function of this sub-group of signs is therefore
largely one of reassurance.
2

The message display of GS451 to GS499 signs (and all
their temporary equivalents) shall adhere to the
general principle of displaying one road condition which
requires driver action at one time and shall not display oncoming traffic. Most applications will be required on multilane dual carriageway roadways.

3

Signs GS451 to GS499 may be used in PERMANENT or
TEMPORARY applications. The sign message principles
are more relevant to PERMANENT signing situations
but this does not preclude their use in a
TEMPORARY form at roadworks sites although such use
is less likely. The signs indicated on the following page
are thus PERMANENT sign examples. Space has been
left for TEMPORARY versions to be added should these
be required in future.

4

The functional meaning of each individual sign is given on
the following page below each sign.

5

If two or more signs of the same type are used on one
approach they must be placed an adequate distance
apart. It is recommended that signs GS451 to GS499 be
placed approximately at the point to which they apply.
In some instances an advance sign displaying an
appropriate SUPPLEMENTARY PLATE sign IN11.3
(TIN11.3) indicating the distance to the junction of the two
converging roadways may be warranted in addition. The
signs should normally be mounted on the left side of the
roadway. However, in many instances, particularly on
roads with several lanes on each approach to the
merge, this type of sign is likely to be provided on both
approaches to the same merge. It is recommended that, if
possible, the signs be placed to be visible from both
roadways, or on the side of each road closest to the
merging lane i.e. to the right side of the left roadway and
vice versa.

6

On multi-lane roadways sign obscuration may warrant
indicating lane converge messages on overhead signs
(see Subsection 4.12.18).
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4.12.22

DIAGRAMMATIC
GS450 SERIES - LANES CONVERGE

For dimensions:
refer Vo/4
pages
8.6.110
8.6.3

COLOURS:

GS451

PERMANENT
Border & block: Red retroreflective
Arrows:
Black semi-matt Text:
Black semi-matt
Background:
White retroreflective

GS452

Sign GS451 may be used to guide drivers Sign GS452 may be used to guide drivers
by a diagrammatic display that a by a diagrammatic display that a curved
curved two-lane roadway converges on a two-lane roadway converges on a straight
straight two-lane roadway from the left two-lane roadway from the right without a
without a reduction in the total number reduction in the total number of lanes.
of lanes.

TEMPORARY
Border & arrows: Black semi-matt
Block:
Red retroreflective Text:
Black semi-matt
Background:
Yellow retroreflective

GS453

Sign GS453 may be used to guide drivers
by a diagrammatic display that a curved
two-lane roadway converges on a straight
three-lane roadway from the left without a
reduction In the number of lanes.

GS454

Sign GS454 may be used to guide drivers
by a diagrammatic display that a curved
two-lane roadway converges on a straight
three-lane roadway from the right without
a reduction In the number of lanes.

GUIDANCE
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4.12.16
1

2

Arrestor Bed

A range of DIAGRAMMATIC signs in the GS500 series
may be used to give guidance to drivers of heavy
vehicles regarding the existence of an arrestor bed
ahead and to indicate the position of the entrance
to the arrestor bed. This series may include other
DIAGRAMMATIC signs suitable for the guidance of
heavy vehicle drivers (see Subsection 4.12.17).

2

The unique circumstances which commonly occur at. such
sites tend to result in the need for signs which are often site
specific and these are therefore not illustrated here. In addition
many of the controlling or regulatory signs, because of
multiple lanes or adverse topography, may warrant being
displayed overhead (see Subsection 4.12.18). If new signs are
developed in the future for heavy vehicle control or guidance
they should be allocated to the GS500 series. Such signs may
be for either PERMANENT or TEMPORARY application. For
examples of the application of diagrammatic signs to heavy
vehicle guidance and control situations, including arrestor
beds, see Volume 2, Chapter 11.

3

The ENGAGE LOWER GEAR sign GS505 (TGS505)
may be used to guide heavy vehicle drivers regarding the
advisability of engaging a lower gear to negotiate a steep
descent. This sign has general applicability to any steep
section of roadway which may have a history of heavy
vehicle related incidents _and should utilize ENGAGE
LOWER GEAR symbol GSS2.

The signs in this series are intended for use in a similar
manner to FREEWAY DIRECTION signs on the
approach to an off-ramp and are normally located on the
left side of the roadway. The following signs may be
used for the purposes detailed:
(a) GS501 - PRE-ADVANCE ARRESTOR BED EXIT
sign located 2 km to 3 km in advance of the
entrance to an arrestor bed;
(b) GS502 - ADVANCE ARRESTOR BED EXIT sign
located at either or both 1km and/or 500 m, or some
other suitable distance in advance of the entrance to
an arrestor bed;
(c) GS503 - ARRESTOR BED EXIT sign located at the
exit point to the arrestor bed(the exit point is defined in
Chapter 10, Glossary of Terms);
(d) GS504 - ARRESTOR BED GORE EXIT sign located
in the gore area of the entrance to the arrestor
bed.

3

The location and spacing principles for arrestor beds on
long downhill sections of roadway are subject to ongoing research and development. It is becoming
common for long hills to be provided with two or more
arrestor beds. In such a situation it is recommended
that a sequence sign be provided to indicate the relative
positions of the arrestor beds to each other. Since there
are a great many variables in regard to such sites such a
sequence sign should be designed to suit the specific site.
It should utilize the Arrestor Bed GSS-1 symbol to ensure
sign continuity.

4

The shoulder and gore area at the exit to an Arrestor
Bed should be marked with ARRESTOR BED AHEAD
warning marking WM10 (see Chapter 7).

5

Due to topographical conditions an arrestor bed may be
located on the right side of a one way roadway. In such
situations the signs should preferably be displayed on
the right side on the roadway. Space limitations may
dictate that arrestor bed signs be mounted overhead,
particularly in the case of right side locations (see
Subsection 4.12.18).

4.12.17
1

mass measurement station for heavy vehicles;
(f) recommended engaging of lower gear to limit risk of
runaway.

Heavy Vehi cl e Guidance and
Control

Many of the DIAGRAMMATIC signs in this Section of
Chapter 4 have resulted from a special need to regulate,
warn or guide drivers of heavy vehicles in a range of
difficult driving conditions. Such signs commonly deal
with a variety of downhill circumstances which make
heavy vehicle driving that much more hazardous than
driving other vehicles. Typical factors and circumstances
now, and in the future, may include:
(a) mandatory truck stops for inspection, to cool brakes
etc. prior to a steep hill or tunnel section;
(b) heavy vehicle lane prohibitions to prevent
obstruction of faster traffic;
(c) mandatory use of crawler lanes to limit runaway risk;
(d) arrestor beds for use in the event of runaways;
(e) mandatory mass measurement in a lane or at a
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4.12.24

DIAGRAMMATIC
GS500 SERIES - ARRESTOR BED I HEAVY VEHICLE CONTROL

For dimensions:
refer Vol4
pages
8.7.110
8.7.4

COLOURS:

PERMANENT
Border:
Symbol:
Arrow:
Text:
Background:

GS501

ARRESTOR BED
PRE ADVANCE EXIT SIGN

GS504

ARRESTOR BED
GORE EXIT SIGN

Red retroreflective
Red retroreflective
or black semi-matt
Black semi-matt
or red retroreflective
Black semi-matt White
retroreflective

GS502

Black semi-matt
Black semi-matt
Red retroreflective
Yellow retroreflective

GS503

ARRESTOR BED
ADVANCE EXIT SIGN

GS505

TEMPORARY
Border:
Symbol:
Arrow:
Background:

ARRESTOR BED
EXIT SIGN

TGS505

Sign GS505 (TGS505) may be used to
guide drivers of heavy vehicles by a
diagrammatic display by indicating that
they should, in the interests of safety,
engage a lower gear

NOTES:
(1) Although signs GS501, GS503 and GS504 are classed
as DIAGRAMMATIC signs, their significance, function
and application is the same as FREEWAY
DIRECTION signs GA1, GA2, GA3 and GA4
respectively (see Section 4.9)
(2) Arrestor Bed signs may also be mounted in an
overhead position (See Subsection 4.12.18).
(3) There is no provision for TEMPORARY Arrestor Bed
signs.
(4) The permanent colour statement includes colour
range for arrestor bed and engage lower gear signs.

GUIDANCE
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4.12.25

DIAGRAMMATIC
4.12.18
1

Overhead Diagrammatic

Almost any DIAGRAMMATIC sign may be displayed in
an overhead position to improve the visibility of the
sign, and thereby observance of the sign message,
particularly when this is of a regulatory nature.

2

The
signface
design
of
most
overhead
DIAGRAM·MATIC signs remains the same as the ground
mounted PERMANENT or TEMPORARY equivalent
signs. Dimensions vary in detail and these are covered
in Volume 4, Chapter 8. Any distance or other
supplementary message that is required on an
overhead DIAGRAMMATIC sign is, however,
contained within the main sign area and NOT in a
supplementary plate below the sign (see examples).

3

Unique
overhead
DIAGRAMMATIC
signs
are
numbered in the GS600 (TGS600) series. Signs which
are overhead versions of numbered ground mounted
signs are numbered in the 4-digit GS6000 (TGS6000)
series in which the last three digits repeat the number
allocated to the ground-mounted sign e.g. lane drop sign
GS106 mounted overhead becomes GS6106 or lane
merge sign GS403 mounted overhead becomes
GS6403. When a distance is included on the signface, the
number should be modified by the addition of the letter
"D" e.g. GS6106D.

4

Overhead DIAGRAMMATIC signs GS601 and GS602 may
be used in a similar manner to FREEWAY DIRECTION
signs to give guidance to drivers of heavy vehicles
regarding the existence of an arrestor bed ahead and
to indicate the position of the entrance to the arrestor
bed. Signs GS601 and GS602 may be used as follows:

to warrant the use of an overhead diagrammatic sign of
the type indicated.
7 Signs GS612 to GS614 show a range of overhead
diagrammatic signs, for over-lane indication of lane
use control, which include the display of a
"reservation" regulatory sign. This type of sign is
particularly relevant for the reservation of a lane of a multilane carriageway for buses, minibuses, high occupancy
vehicles or generally for public transport vehicles.

(a) GS601 - overhead ADVANCE ARRESTOR BED
EXIT sign located at either or both 1 km or 500 m, or
some other suitable distance in advance of the
entrance to an arrestor bed (the example illustrates the
arrow position for a right side exit - for a more
convention al left side exit the arrow shall be located in
the bottom LEFT corner of the sign).
(b) GS602 - overhead ARRESTOR BED EXIT sign
located over the point of exit to the arrestor bed.
5 Overhead DIAGRAMMATIC signs GS603 (TGS603) to
GS606 (TGS606) may be used to give guidance to
drivers as to whether one or more of the lanes of a
multi-lane roadway is subject to use control by regulation.
The signfaces of these signs incorporate regulatory
signs which shall have the same regulatory requirement
of drivers as if they had been mounted separately, but
they are applicable only to the lane or lanes over
which they are displayed. Signs GS603 (TGS603)
and GS604 (TGS604) apply to any appropriate
permanent or temporary COMMAND and PROHIBITION
signs respectively, and only differ in detail with respect
to the extra border needed with the permanent
COMMAND signs. Similarly signs GS605 (TGS605)
and GS606 (TGS606) apply to any appropriate
COMMAND and PROHIBITION signs respectively if
some additional message such as "For 5 km" is required.
6

Signs GS607D to GS611 indicate a range of situations
where a lane is either added or dropped AND one or
more lane is subject to use control by means of the
display of a mandatory "command" or "prohibition"
sign. This combination of circumstances, particularly on
sections of roadway with four or more lanes, is likely
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GS600 SERIES - UNIQUE OVERHEAD SIGNS
For dimensions:
refer Vol4
pages
8.8.1 to
8.8.7

COLOURS:

Sign GS601 may be used to guide heavy
vehicle drivers by a diagrammatic display
that an exit to an arrestor-bed lies ahead.

TGS604

Sign GS604 (TGS604) may be used to guide
drivers by a diagrammatic display that
the lane below the sign is subject to a
mandatory requirement indicated by a
"prohibition" regulatory sign.

GS603

Sign GS602 may be used to indicate to
heavy vehicle drivers the position of the
exit
to
an
arrestor-bed.

GS605

TGS605

Sign GS605 (TGS605) may be used to guide
drivers by a diagrammatic display that
the lane below the sign is subject to a
mandatory requirement for the distance
stated, indicated by a "command"
regulatory sign.

GS607D

Sign GS607D may be used to guide drivers by
a diagrammatic display that a lane is
added to the right of a two-lane roadway
and that the outer two subsequent lanes
are subject to control by regulatory signs.

Sign GS608 may be used to guide drivers
by a diagrammatic display that a lane is
added to the left to a three-lane roadway
and that the outer two subsequent lanes
are subject to control by regulatory sign.
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TGS603

Sign GS603 (TGS603) may be used to guide
drivers by a diagrammatic display that
the lane below the sign i s subject to a
mandatory requirement indicated by a
"command" regulatory sign.

GS606

TGS606

Sign GS606 (TGS606) may be used to guide
drivers by a diagrammatic display that
the lane below the sign Is subject to a
mandatory requirement for the distance
stated, indicated by a "prohibition"
regulatory sign.

GS609D

GS608
.

GUIDANCE

TEMPORARY
Border & arrows: Black semi-matt
Block:
Red retroreflective
Arrows & text:
Black semi-matt
Background:
Yellow retroreflective
Regulatory sign: Standard colours

GS602

GS601

GS604

PERMANENT
Border:
Red retroreflective
Symbol & block: Red retroreflective
Arrows & text: Black semi-matt
Background:
White retroreflective
Regulatory sign: Standard colours

t+

+

Sign GS609D may be used to guide drivers by
a diagrammatic display that the left hand
lane of a roadway comprising four lanes
in one direction ends at a distance
Indicated and that the outer two
subsequent lanes are subject to control

MAY 2012

GS600 SERIES - UNIQUE OVERHEAD SIGNS (Cont.)
COLOURS:

PERMANENT
Border:
Symbol & block:
Arrows & text:
Background:
Regulatory sign:

Red retroreflective
Red retroreflective
Black semi-matt
White retroreflective
Standard colours

GS610D

Sign GS6100 may be used to guide drivers
by a diagrammatic display that the left
hand lane of a roadway comprising four
lanes in one direction ends at the distance
indicated and that the subsequent outer
lane
is
subject
to
control
by
regulatory sign from the same location.

GS613

Sign GS613 may be used to guide drivers by
a diagrammatic display that the lane below
the sign will become subject to a lane use
reservation, in the distance stated, as
indicated by a “reservation” regulatory sign.
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TEMPORARY
Border & arrows:
Block:
Arrows & text:
Background:
Regulatory sign:

For dimensions:
referVol4
pages
8.8.8
to 8.8.9

Black semi-matt
Red retroreflective
Black semi-matt
Yellow retroreflective
Standard colours

GS611

Sign GS611 may be used to guide
drivers by a diagrammatic display that
the left hand lane of a roadway
comprising
four lanes
in
one
direction
ends
and
that
the
subsequent outer lane is subject to
control by regulatory sign from the
same location.

GS612

SIGN GS612 may be used to guide drivers
by a diagrammatic display that the lane
below the sign is subject to a lane use
reservation, for the distance stated, as
Indicated by a "reservation” regulatory
sign.

GS614
GS614

Sign GS614 may be used to guide by a
diagrammatic display that the lane below the
sign is subject to a lane use reservation as
indicated by a “reservation” regulatory sign.
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4.12.28

DIAGRAMMATIC

GS6000 SERIES - OVERHEAD SIGNS (Versions of Other Series)
For dimensions:
refer Vol4
pages
8.8.10to
8.8.16

GS6106

COLOURS:

PERMANENT
Border:
Red retroreflective
Symbol & block: Red retroreflective
Arrows & text: Black semi-mall
Background:
White retroreflective
Regulatory sign: Standard colours

TGS6106

Sign GS6106 (TGS6106) may be used to
guide
drivers by a diagrammatic
display Indicating that the right hand
lane of a roadway comprising four lanes
In
one
direction
ends.

GS61060

TGS6106D

Sign GS61060 (TGS61060) may be used to
guide drivers by a diagrammatic display
indicating that the right hand lane of a
roadway comprising four lanes in one
direction ends at the distance indicated.

GS6406

GS6210D

Sign GS62100 may be used to guide
drivers by a diagrammatic display that a
lane Is added to the right of a three-lane
roadway at the distance indicated.

TGSGS6406

Sign GS6406 (TGS6406) may be used to
guide drivers by a diagrammatic display
that three-lane and two-lane roadways
join so that the right-hand lane of one
roadway merges with the left-hand lane of
the other roadway.

TEMPORARY
Border & arrows: Black semi-mart
Block:
Red retroreflective
Arrows & text:
Black semi-matt
Background:
Yellow retroreflective
Regulatory sign: Standard colours

GS6210

Sign GS6210 may be used to guide
drivers by a diagrammatic display that a
lane is added to the right of a three-lane
roadway.

GS6406D

TGSGS6406D

Sign GS64060 (TGS64060) may be used to
guide drivers by a diagrammatic display
that three-lane and two-lane roadways join
so that the right-hand lane of one
roadway merges with the left-hand lane of
the other roadway at the distance
indicated.

GS6501

Sign GS6501 may be used to guide heavy
vehicle drivers by a diagrammatic display
that an exit to an arrestor-bed lies some
distance ahead.

GUIDANCE
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4.12.29

DIAGRAMMATIC
4.12.19

Public Transport

1 DIAGRAMMATIC signs in the GS700 series, numbered
from GS701 to GS799 (all numbers are not allocated
at the time of printing) may be used to give guidance
to road users (pedestrians and drivers) that the
lane or roadway immediately ahead is used by
public transport vehicles in the direction(s)
indicated. Temporary equivalents are unlikely to be
required, although if they should be, they should be
numbered in the series TGS701 to TGS799 to match the
permanent sign number.
2

Signs in the GS700 series should normally be located
close to the near-side kerb line of an intersecting cross
street, to be visible to both pedestrians and drivers
approaching the cross street in question, which is
operating with a bus or public transport lane or as a
dedicated public transport roadway.

3

This series of diagrammatic signs is primarily intended for
the guidance of pedestrians for whom the presence and/or
direction of movement, of buses and/or other public
transport vehicles may not be obvious and may therefore
be potentially hazardous. In particular use of the sign may
be relevant when so called "contra-flow" bus lanes are
operating (see Volume 2, Chapter 8 for detailed
discussion on signing of public transport facilities and
"contra-flow" situations in particular).Since the signs are
primarily intended for pedestrian guidance they are
normally located at the entry point to a marked pedestrian
crossing.

4

When a roadway of the type described above is a
divided roadway, consideration should be given to
providing appropriate GS700 series signs on the median
island as well as on the near side approaches.
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4.12.30

DIAGRAMMATIC
GS700 SERIES - PUBLIC TRANSPORT

For dimensions:
refer Vo/4
pages
8.9.1 to
8.9.5

COLOURS:

GS701

Sign GS701 may be used to guide road
users (pedestrians and drivers) by a
diagrammatic display that the lane or
roadway immediately in front of them is
used by buses and/or public transport
vehicles In a direction from left to right.

GS704

Sign GS704 may be used to guide road
users (pedestrians and drivers) by a
diagrammatic display that the lane or
roadway immediately In front of them is
used by trams in a direction from left to
right.

GUIDANCE

PERMANENT
Border:
Arrow:
Symbols:
Background:

Red retroreflective
Red retroreflective
Black semi-matt
White retroreflective

GS702

Sign GS702 may be used to guide road
users (pedestrians and drivers) by a
diagrammatic display that the lane or
roadway immediately in front of them is
used by buses and/or public transport
vehicles in a direction from right to left.

GS705

Sign GS705 may be used to guide road
users (pedestrians and drivers) by a
diagrammatic display that the lane or
roadway immediately in front of them i s
used by trams in a direction from right to
left.
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GS703

Sign GS703 may be used to guide road
users (pedestrians and drivers) by a
diagrammatic display that the roadway
immediately in front of them is used by
buses and/or public transport vehicles
from both left and right sides.

GS706

Sign GS706 may be used to guide road
users (pedestrians and drivers) by a
diagrammatic display that the lane or
roadway immediately in front of them is
used by trams from both left and right
sides.
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4.12.31

DIAGRAMMATIC
4.12.20

At-Grade Lane Layout

1

DIAGRAMMATIC signs in the GS800 series, numbered
from GS801 to GS899 (all numbers are not allocated at
the time of printing) may be used to give guidance to
drivers regarding the lane configuration at the next
junction, including an indication of exclusive use
lanes, shared lanes and through lanes. Temporary
equivalents may be used, but are not likely to be common.
When used, a temporary sign should be numbered in the
series TGS801 to TGS899 to match the equivalent
permanent sign number.

2

Signs in the GS800 series shall display an arrow for
each lane at the STOP line at the junction ahead (or the
equivalent position if there is no STOP line).Use of these
signs is appropriate to one way roadways or one way
portions of roadways. In particular they are appropriate for
roads which experience such continuously heavy traffic
that mandatory road markings are rarely visible to drivers
queuing in any of the approach lanes.

3

Since the function of signs in the GS800 series signs is
to guide drivers in advance of a junction ahead, they
should normally be located two thirds to three quarters of
the preceding block length in advance of the STOP line
(or equivalent position). A SUPPLEMENTARY PLATE
information sign IN11.3 giving the distance to the STOP
line may be placed below a sign in such an advance
position.

4

When used in advance as described above signs in the
GS800 series are recommended to be placed on both the
left and right sides of the one way roadway.

5

GS800 signs may also be provided in close proximity to
the STOP line (or equivalent) position, either as the only
sign or following advance signs. GS8OO signs may, in
particularly adverse conditions, be mounted in an
overhead position for maximum
visibility and
effectiveness.

6

Signs TGS861 to TGS863 are temporary lane layout
diagrammatic signs which are appropriate for use at
roadworks to indicate temporary lane configurations.
Sign TGS861 may be used on a section of road which
normally operates in one direction to show that the
roadway is temporarily being used for two-way traffic.
Signs TGS862 and TGS863 are similarly for use when a
three lane carriageway normally used in one direction only
is temporarily being used for two-way traffic. The two
signs can be used to indicate changing lane
configurations within a long section of roadworks, where
alternating sections are provided, which alternately
permit overtaking (two lanes), and do not (one lane).
These signs may commonly be displayed with temporary
"distance for" SUPPLEMENTARY PLATES TIN11.2.
(For examples of the use of signs TGS861 to TGS863
refer to Volume 2, Chapter 13: Roadworks Signing.)
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4.12.32

DIAGRAMMATIC
GS8OO SERIES - AT-GRADE LANE LAYOUT

For dimensions:
refer Vo/4
pages
8.10.1 to
8.10.8

COLOURS:

GS801

Sign GS801 may be used to guide drivers
by a diagrammatic display of the lane
configuration at the next junction, which
includes two lanes, one of which Is an
exclusive left turn lane and the other a
shared through and left turn lane.

GS804

Sign GS804 may be used to guide drivers
by a diagrammatic display of the lane
configuration at the next junction,
which includes three lanes, one of which
i s an exclusive left turn lane.

GS807

Sign GS807 may be used to guide drivers
by a diagrammatic display of the lane
configuration at the next junction which
Includes three lanes, one of which is an
exclusive right turn lane, a second a
shared through and right turn lane and
the third a through lane.

GS810

Sign GS810 may be used to guide drivers
by a diagrammatic display of the lane
configuration at the next junction,
which includes three lanes, one of
which is an exclusive right turn lane, the
second a shared through and right turn
lane, and the third a shared through and
left turn lane.

GUIDANCE

PERMANENT
Border:
Arrows:
Background:

Red retroreflective
Black semi-matt
White retroreflective

GS802

Sign GS802 may be used to guide drivers
by a diagrammatic display of the lane
configuration at the next junction,
which includes two lanes;·one of which
is an exclusive right turn lane and the
other a shared through and right turn
lane.

GS805

Sign GS805 may be used to guide drivers
by a diagrammatic display of the lane
configuration at the next junction,
which includes three lanes, one of which
is an exclusive right turn lane.

GS808

Sign GS808 may be used to guide drivers
by a diagrammatic display of the lane
configuration at the next junction which
includes three lanes, one of which is an
exclusive left turn lane, the second a
through line and the third an exclusive
right turn lane.

GS811

Sign GS811 may be used to guide drivers
by a diagrammatic display of the lane
configuration at the next junction,
which includes four lanes, the left two of
which are exclusive left turn lanes and
the other two through lanes.
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GS803

Sign GS803 may be used to guide drivers
by a diagrammatic display of the lane
configuration at the next junction, which
includes two lanes, one of which is an
exclusive left turn lane and the other an
exclusive right turn lane.

GS806

Sign GS806 may be used to guide drivers
by a diagrammatic display of the lane
configuration at the next junction, which
includes three lanes, one of which is an
exclusive left turn l ane, a second a shared
through and left turn lane and the third a
through lane.

GS809

Sign GS809 may be used to guide drivers
by a diagrammatic display of the lane
configuration at the next junction, which
includes three l anes, one of which Is an
exclusive left turn lane, the second a
shared through and left turn lane, and the
third a shared through and right turn lane.

GS812

Sign GS812 may be used to guide drivers
by a diagrammatic display of the Jane
configuration at the next junction,
which includes four lanes, the right two
of which are exclusive right turn lanes
and the other two through lanes.
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4.12.33

DIAGRAMMATIC
GS800 SERIES - AT-GRADE LANE LAYOUT (Continued)
COLOURS:

PERMANENT
Border:
Arrows:
Background:

GS813

GS814

Sign GS813 may be used to guide drivers
by a diagrammatic display of the lane
configuration at the next junction, which
Includes four lanes, the left of which Is an
exclusive left turn lane, the second a
shared left turn and through lane, and the
other two lanes are through lanes.

GS816

GS815

Sign GS814 may be used to guide driversby
a diagrammatic display of the lane
configuration at the next junction,
which Includes four lanes, the right of
which Is an exclusive right turn lane, the
second a shared right turn and through
lane, and the other two lanes are through
lanes.

may be used to guide
drivers by a diagrammatic display of
the lane configuration at the next
junction, which includes four lanes,
the right of which is an exclusive right
turn lane and the other three lanes are
through lanes.

GS819

Sign GS815 may be used to guide drivers
by a diagrammatic display of the lane
configuration at the next junction, which
includes four lanes, the left of which is
an exclusive left turn lane and the other
three lanes are through lanes.

GS818

GS817

Sign GS816

Sign GS817 may be used to guide drivers
by a diagrammatic display of the lane
configuration at the next junction,
which Includes four lanes, the left two of
which are exclusive left turn lanes, the
next a through lane and the fourth a
through and shared right turn lane.

Sign GS818 may be used to guide drivers
by a diagrammatic display of the lane
configuration at the next junction, which
Includes four lanes, the right two of
which are exclusive right turn lanes, the
next a through lane and the fourth a
through and shared left turn lane.

GS820

Sign GS819 may be used to guide drivers
by a diagrammatic display of the lane
configuration at the next junction,
which Includes four lanes, the left of
which is an exclusive left turn lane, the
next a shared left turn and through lane,
the third a through lane and the fourth a
through and shared right turn lane.

TGS861

SignTGS861may be used to guide drivers
by a diagrammatic display of the lane use
configuration of the roadway ahead,
which includes four lanes, two of which
are for use In each direction.

MAY 2012

For dimensions:
refer Vo/4
pages
8.10.9
108.10.77

Red retroreflective
Black semi-mall
While retroreflective

Sign GS820 may be used to guide drivers
by a diagrammatic display of the lane
configuration at the next junction,
which includes four lanes, the right of
which Is an exclusive right turn lane, the
next a shared right turn and through lane,
the third a through lane and the fourth a
through and shared left turn l ane.

TGS862

Sign TGS862 may be used to guide drivers
by a diagrammatic display of the fane use
configuration of the roadway ahead,
which includes three lanes, two of which
are for use in the direction in which they
are travelling and one is for traffic
travelling in the opposite direction.
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TGS863

SignTGS863 may be used to guide drivers
by a diagrammatic display of the lane use
configuration of the roadway ahead,
which includes three lanes, only one of
which is for use i n the direction In
which they are travelling and two are for
traffic
travelling In
the
opposite
direction.

GUIDANCE

4.12.34

4.12.21

DIAGRAMMATIC

Junction with Warning

1

DIAGRAMMATIC signs in the GS900 series, numbered
from GS901 (TGS901) to GS999 (TGS999) (all numbers
are not allocated at the time of the printing) may be
used to give guidance to drivers that an
unsighted hazard exists immediately after a turn
into the side road at the junction ahead. It should be
noted that additional numbers in this sign series apply to
differing diagrammatic representations of junction
layouts and NOT to the different warning signs which
may be specified for inclusion in the signs.

2

Any standard warning sign, either PERMANENT or
TEMPORARY, may be specified for use in GS900
series signs, either PERMANENT or TEMPORARY.

3

Signs in the GS900 may be located close to the point of
turn, normally on the left side of the roadway. They may
be used in advance, in addition to a point of turn sign, in
conjunction with a SUPPLEMENTARY PLATE information
sign IN11.3 giving a distance to the point of turn.

GUIDANCE
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4.12.35

DIAGRAMMATIC
GS900 SERIES - JUNCTION WITH WARNING
COLOURS:

GS901

PERMANENT
Border:
Arrow:
Background:

TEMPORARY
Red retroreflective
Border:
Black semi-matt
Black semi-matt
Arrow:
Black semi-matt
White retroreflective
Background: Yellow retroreflective
N.B.
Warning signs retain their standard
permanent and temporary colours.

TGS901

Sign GS901 (TGS901) may be used to guide
drivers by a diagrammatic display that
an unsighted hazard exists immediately
after the left turn at the junction ahead.
(Any appropriate warning sign may be used
within sign GS901 (TGS901).)

MAY 2012

GS902

For dimensions:
refer Vo/4
page
8.11.1

TGS902

Sign GS902 (TGS902) may be used to guide
drivers by a diagrammatic display that
an unsighted hazard exists immediately
after the right turn at the junction ahead.
(Any appropriate warning sign may be used
within sign GS902 (TGS902).)
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4.13.1

PEDESTRIAN
4.13 PEDESTRIAN
4.13.1

General

1

This class of guidance sign has been developed from
signs used within pedestrian transport environs such as
railway stations (and similar to airports). Demand has
risen due to the growth of major transport interchange
developments. These often include a number of different
transport modes, distributed in such a way that
pedestrians may need direction to guide them from one
transport mode area to another. Such directional
guidance can also include destination information and
even departure times displayed by means of variable
message signs integrated into the PEDESTRIAN signing
system.

2

The majority of PEDESTRIAN GUIDANCE signs are
square in shape. The signs have been designed on a
modular basis to facilitate the combination of individual
square modules into specific sign messages, with the
potential for a wide variation in these messages. This
method of application is similar to that used for TOURISM
DIRECTION "Totem• signs GF10.

3

PEDESTRIAN GUIDANCE signs, because of their
modular development, may be used in true guidance
function as:
(a) LOCATION guidance signs, whereby individual
signs may be used to identify (the location of)
specific pedestrian facilities;
(b) DIRECTION guidance sign clusters whereby one or
more signs may be combined in a cluster with an
appropriate arrow module to indicate the direction to
pedestrian facilities.

4

Figure 4.99 illustrates a selection of PEDESTRIAN
GUIDANCE sign applications in the environment of an
integrated railway station, minibus and bus transport
terminal. The provision of commercial facilities such as
shops, take-away food, and restaurants is becoming
common at this type of terminal, in order to make the
whole terminal financially viable. This, together with the
various services also available, make the provision of
signs of the type illustrated more and more necessary.
Figure 4.99 includes a selection of PEDESTRIAN
LOCATION signs, commonly wall mounted, and
PEDESTRIAN DIRECTION signs which are normally
located on conventional pole supports. Options can
even be exercised to provide strategically located,
multi-faced internally illuminated sign combinations.

5

PEDESTRIAN GUIDANCE signs may also be
appropriate in other pedestrian environments such as
sports facilities, streets converted to malls (which may
also abut transport terminal facilities), entertainment areas
generally, or show grounds (for more detail on
PEDESTRIAN GUIDANCE signing see Volume 2,Chapter
14: Signing for Pedestrian Environments).

6

Portions of roadway normally set aside for pedestrian
use are, in fact, commonly shared with cyclists and
disabled persons. The proximity of these modes of
movement, or their segregation from each other, will
once again vary widely. There are a number of signs in
other classes which are identified with pedestrian areas,
either on-or-off-street. These signs include:
(a)
(b)
(c)
(d)

YIELD TO PEDESTRIANS sign R2.1;
PEDESTRIAN PRIORITY sign R5;
PEDESTRIANS ONLY sign R110;
CYCLISTS ONLY sign R111;

MAY 2012

(e) CYCLISTS AND PEDESTRIANS ONLY (various
combinations) signs R112 to R115;
(f) NO PEDESTRIANS sign R218;
(g) NO CYCLISTS sign R219;
(h) NO CYCLISTS AND PEDESTRIANS sign R220;
(i) NO HAWKERS sign R241;
(j) BICYCLE LANE sign R241;
(k) BICYCLE PARKING sign R304-P;
(I) RESERVED FOR DISABLED PERSONS sign
R323;
(m) ESERVED PARKING FOR DISABLED
PERSONS sign R323-P;
(n) BUS STOP, MINIBUS STOP, TRAM STOP signs
R325, R326 and R341;
(o) WOONERF sign R403;
(p) SCHOLAR PATROL AHEAD sign TW305;
(q) PEDESTRIAN CROSSING sign W306;
(r) PEDESTRIANS sign W307;
(s) CHILDREN sign W308;
(t) CYCLISTS sign W309;
(u) ELECTRICAL SHOCK sign W361;
(v) PICK-UP POINT AHEAD sign IN16-NAM;
(w) TRAFFIC SIGNAL ASPECTS S11 and S20.
7

It should be noted that many of the signs listed above are
directed at drivers and not specifically at pedestrians.
They can often enhance the awareness of pedestrians to
risks, and to facilities provided for them.

8

TEMPORARY versions of PEDESTRIAN DIRECTION
signs may be required if pedestrians have to be
redirected by a less than obvious route towards their
intended destination. This approach can have important
safety implications in preventing pedestrians from walking
in the roadway in amongst traffic during road- works.

4.13.2 Signface Design Principles
1

PEDESTRIAN GUIDANCE signs are almost all fully
symbolic and modular. As such they do not conform
specifically to the general signface design rules and
principles given in the earlier sections of this chapter.

2

Details of each individual sign are given in Volume 4,
Chapter 14 to permit ease of manufacture. Typical
examples of non-modular signs, giving a text rather than a
symbolic message, are given by signs GP29 to GP31.
Numerals are also available in the standard modular
format. Text message signs retain the same vertical
height as the modular signs and can therefore be
mounted with them (see Detail 4.99.1).Text other than
that illustrated on the signs GP29 to GP31 may be used but
should be limited to single word messages. For
maximum readability DIN"B" upper/lower case text is
recommended although DIN"A" upper/lower case text
may also be used. It should be noted that the legibility
distance of DIN"A• text is approximately 40% less than
that of DIN"B" text. Consideration should, therefore, be
given, to increasing the height of "DIN"A" lettering when it
is specified.

4.13.3 Symbols
1

The symbols developed for PEDESTRIAN GUIDANCE
signs are common, in many cases, to other sign
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Fig 4.99
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Typical Use of Pedestrian Guidance Signs
SADC - RTSM - VOL 1

MAY 2012

4.13.3

PEDESTRIAN

Fig 4.99
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Typical Use of Pedestrian Guidance Signs
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4.13.4
classes. Other exclusive symbols have been included
from similar function signs, commonly used within
transport terminals internationally for pedestrian
guidance.
2

The symbols are presented for manufacture within the
standard modular sign border/frame, all on a grid, as are
all other road traffic sign symbols, in Volume 4.

4.13.4

Shape, Size and Colours

1

As has been noted, PEDESTRIAN GUIDANCE signs are
square and modular in shape with a few exceptions. These
non-modular signs do, however, have the same height but
are rectangular.

2

Four standard square sizes are catered for in Volume
4, Chapter 14, namely:
(a)
(b)
(c)
(d)

150 mm x 150 mm;
300 mm x 300 mm;
450 mm x 450 mm;
600 mm x 600 mm.

3

The effective viewing distance, and the effects of
mounting height, are illustrated in Figure 4.100. As a
general rule a viewing angle of 10o should not be
exceeded. A sign mounted higher than approximately 2,4
m may need to be increased in size to keep within the 10°
parameter.

4

PERMANENT
pedestrian
sign
colours
are
recommended to comprise a black symbol and border on
a white background. TEMPORARY pedestrian signs
conform to the standard temporary black-on-yellow
colour code.

4.13.5

Visibility

1

In the environs in which PEDESTRIAN GUIDANCE
signs are most commonly going to be used there is
likely to be strong competition from commercial/advertising
signs. These are also likely to internally illuminated so
that it will commonly be advisable for PEDESTRIAN
GUIDANCE signs to be internally illuminated in order to be
competitive and effective.

2

Retroreflective materials may be used, to improve nighttime visibility in street areas where pedestrians alight
from vehicles, but may not be very effective due to other
ambient lighting. A painted or enamelled finish may be
more effective in many instances.

3

TEMPORARY PEDESTRIAN GUIDANCE signs
should be retroreflective because they are likely to
commonly be used in road environments affected by
excavation, building or other works, to assist pedestrians.
Due to their modular construction they can be "mixedand-matched" from stock, to compile a wide variety of
messages in a wide variety of situations.

GUIDANCE
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ARROWS
For dimensions
ref.Vol 4
page
14.2.1

GP1

TGP1

4.13.6

GP2

TGP2

GP4

GP3

TGP3

COLOURS:
PERMANENT
Border, arrow:
Background:
TEMPORARY
Border, arrow:
Background:

Black
White
Black
Yellow

TGP4

Arrows

1

PEDESTRIAN DIRECTION arrow signs GP1 to GP4,
and TGP1 to TGP4, may be used in combination with
PEDESTRIAN SYMBOLIC and TEXT signs (see
Subsection 4.13.8) to guide pedestrians towards
a range of facilities only approachable, within the
area concerned, on foot. These ARROW signs
therefore shall not be used on their own.

2

Signs GP1 to GP4 (and TGP1 to TGP4) may be used to
indicate directions straight forward (or up), back (or
down) and to the right and left. Four other ANGLED
ARROW signs are available to indicate directions
upwards to right or left, and downwards to right or left (see
Subsection 4.13.7).

3

GP1 to GP4 signs may be mounted in horizontal or
vertical clusters with relevant modular symbolic or text
signs. To permit maximum flexibility in the manner of
display, and unlike any other type of guidance sign,
more than one horizontal cluster of signs may be
displayed pointing in the same direction. In other words if
there are four facilities in one direction it is likely to be more
practical to display these in two rows of two signs, each
row with an appropriate arrow, rather than in one long row
of five modules.

4

The vertical order of arrows displayed on a common
support shall be the same as for normal stack-type
direction signs.

ANGLED ARROWS
GP5

For dimensions
ref. Vol 4
page
14.2.2

TGP5

4.13.7
1

2

GP6

TGP6

GP7

TGP7

GP8

COLOURS:
PERMANENT
Border, arrow:
Background:
TEMPORARY
Border, arrow:
Background:

Black
White
Black
Yellow

TGP8

Angled Arrows

PEDESTRIAN DIRECTION angled arrow signs GP5 to
GP8, and TGPS to TGP8, may be used in combination with
PEDESTRIAN SYMBOLIC and TEXT signs (see
Subsection 4.13.8) to guide pedestrians upwards or
downwards, and to the right or left, towards a
range of facilities only approachable, within the
area concerned, on foot.
Signs GPS to GP8 (and TGPS to TGP8) may be used

GUIDANCE

to indicate directions upwards to the right and left, and
downwards to the right and left. Four other ARROW
signs are available to indicate directions straight forward
(or up), back (or down) and to right or left without change
of level (see Subsection 4.13.6).
3

GP5 to GP8 signs may be used in the same manner as
described in paragraphs 4.13.6.3 and 4.13.6.4 for signs
GP1 to GP4.
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4.13.8

Pedestrian Signs

1

PEDESTRIAN SYMBOLIC and TEXT signs GP9 to
GP32 may be used in combination with one of the
ARROW or ANGLED ARROW signs (see Subsections
4.13.6 and 4.13.7) to guide pedestrians towards a
range of facilities only approachable on foot.

2

Signs GP9 to GP27 may be used on their own to
identify the specific types of facility displayed on the
sign. For this function the signs will commonly be
mounted on wall of the facility, either flush with the wall or
at 90° to the wall. Examples of this LOCATION type of
application of PEDESTRIAN GUIDANCE signs are
illustrated in Figure 4.99.

3

The mounting height of LOCATION application signs
should be at least 2.1 m, and preferably 2.4 m, when
placed at 90° to a wall or other surface. Figure 4.100
shows visibility criteria for this type of use for
PEDESTRIAN GUIDANCE signs. In a large pedestrian
area it may be more appropriate to use selected
LOCATION signs of a suitable size for viewing from some
distance, rather than DIRECTION sign clusters. Figure
4.100 gives guidelines on the sizing of signs in relation
to viewing distance.

4

Signs GP9 to GP32 may be used in combination with
ARROW or ANGLED ARROW signs GP1 to GP8 to
direct pedestrians towards the various types of facility. The
groups or clusters of PEDESTRIAN signs may be
mounted in horizontal or vertical clusters. Horizontal
clusters may be mounted one above the other in the
same way as stack-type signs. When mounted as
stacks, PEDESTRIAN signs shall follow the general rule
applicable to stack-type signs, so that straight on signs
are above right or left signs, and right signs are mounted
over left signs.

5

Figure 4.99 shows a selection of typical applications of
PEDESTRIAN DIRECTION sign clusters. In order to
allow maximum flexibility in the combinations of individual
signs, and unlike any other type of guidance sign, more
than one horizontal cluster of signs may be displayed
pointing in the same direction. In general it is
recommended that this technique be used to avoid
more than four modules in one line. When it is used, the
order of stacks should be adhered to, which will mean
that all stacks pointing in one direction are one above the
other.

6

As a result of the nature of many areas in which
PEDESTRIAN signs may be provided, the signs are
likely to compete for attention with advertising signs. It is
therefore advisable to consider using the same techniques
as are used for advertising signs to achieve acceptable
levels of conspicuity. Such techniques may include:
(a) internal illumination;
(b) variable messages;
(c) larger signs than the minimum required for legibility.

7

When new pedestrian environments are being planned
local authorities should ensure that any PEDESTRIAN
signs which are specified for the area are "protected" to
the greatest possible extent from the intrusion of
advertising signs. This will require that authorities are
shown specific details of any competitive signing before
the integrated signing plan is finalised.
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SYMBOLIC SIGNS
COLOURS:
PERMANENT
Border, symbol:
Black semi-matt
Background:
White semi-matt
TEMPORARY
Border, symbol:
Black semi-matt
Background:
Yellow semi-matt
or retroreflective

For dimensions
ref. Vol 4
pages
14.2.3
to
14.2.18
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PEDESTRIAN

4.13.9
SYMBOLIC SIGNS (continued)
\

For dimensions
ref. Vol 4
pages
14.2.19
to
14.2.22

TEXT SIGNS

For dimensions
ref. Vol 4
pages
14.2.23
to
14.2.25
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