INTRODUCTION

5.1.3

2/3 to 3/4 of "7d". The optional factor range of 2/3 to 3/4 is
intended to allow the selection of an appropriate standard letter
size. For detailed examples see Section 5.2 and Figures 6.4
and 6.15 in Chapter 6.
3

5

letter style;
uppercase or lowercase letters;
numerals;
symbols;
punctuation;
text/background colour codes;
text justification;
spacing - horizontally and vertically;
letter group/word group disposition;
language.

1

2

3

Symbols

Only approved symbols given in Section 5.4, as amended from
time to time, shall be used on DIRECTION signs. These
symbols may also be used on FREEWAY DIRECTION signs
and LOCAL DIRECTION signs. A number of the symbols may
also be used on ROUTE MARKER and TRAILBLAZER signs
as detailed in Chapter 4.

2

DIRECTION signs may display the symbols given in Section
5.4, in the manner detailed in Figure 5.7. A symbol should
always be positioned in front of the text to which it refers, with
the exception of TOLL ROUTE symbol GDS-9 or
ALTERNATIVE ROUTE symbol GDS-10, which should only be
used with a route number and should be located after the
appropriate route number text. The vertical height of the symbol
should be centred on the horizontal centre line of the "7d"
uppercase height of the text.
The use of AIRPORT symbol GDS-3 is common on direction
signs. This symbol should always be oriented in the same
direction as the arrow with which it is used. This means that for
a straight-on direction the symbol should be oriented to point
straight up the signface in-line with the straight-on arrow - see
Figure 5.7. If a symbol has a shape which implies a sense of
direction (Heliport) it should be turned to "point" in the same
direction as a left or right turn arrow with which it is used.
The approved direction sign symbols have been designed
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Arrows

All STACK-TYPE and MAP-TYPE arrows which may be used
on DIRECTION, FREEWAY DIRECTION and LOCAL
DIRECTION signs are detailed in Section 5.5.
The arrows are detailed in terms of letter stroke width "d". They
can therefore be prepared from one detail for any size of DIN
1451 Part 2 lettering.
Certain of the STACK-TYPE arrows have a similar function but
the choice of arrow type is related to the number of lines of text
in the stack. In general the various STACK-TYPE arrows
should be used as follows:
(a) Stack-Type 1 horizontal or diagonal arrow with one or two
lines of text or as a vertical arrow with one line of text;
(b) Stack-Type 2 arrow with one or more lines of text;
(c) Stack-Type 3 arrow with three or more lines of text;
(d) Stack-Type 4 arrow with two or more lines of text;
(e) Stack-Type 5 arrow with one or two lines of text;
(f) Stack-Type 6 arrow with three or more lines of text.

There are a number of special text applications which have
their own specific rules. These are illustrated in Figure 5.8. The
most commonly used of these is likely to be the exclusive letter
style used to indicate cardinal directions in connection with a
route number. These letters are detailed in Chapter 11.

1

4

The direction sign symbols detailed in this chapter are drawn to
a scale of 1 in 5 for "d" = 50 mm, or in other words for a sign
letter size of 350 mm. The symbols are superimposed on a grid
of 5 mm x 5 mm squares so that "d" equals two grid squares.
This will facilitate the enlargement of the symbol by
photographic or other means to the required full size for the
letter size used on the sign being manufactured. For instance
for an uppercase/lowercase letter size of 210 mm/150 mm a
grid of 15 mm x 15 mm squares should be drawn and the
symbol enlarged to fit this grid as accurately as possible ( two
15 mm squares equals 30 mm times 7 (for 7d) equals 210
mm).

5.1.5

There are specific colour code and positioning rules relating to
the use of number, or letter-number groups, on direction signs.
These are illustrated in colour in Volume 1 Chapter 4, Section
4.0 in Figures 4.2 and 4.3. The use of numbers can facilitate
the sign reading and therefore system navigation processes. It
is therefore particularly important that the rules relating to their
use be adhered to.

5.1.4

3

5

Text on DIRECTION signs should be displayed on a system
wide basis as dependably as possible in order to achieve the
basic system objectives of conformity, accuracy, uniformity,
consistency and continuity (see Volume 1, Chapter 1).
Signface design factors which have an effect, individually and
collectively, on realising these objectives are;
(a)
(b)
(c)
(d)
(e)
(f)
(g)
(h)
(i)
(j)

4

around a nominal basic "9d" square size. The majority of these
symbols have at least one side which is "9d" long. A few have
one dimension which is longer than "9d" (i.e. "10d" and "11d").

If one left or right turn stack on an advance direction sign GD1
requires a Stack-Type 6 arrow it is recommended for sign
balance that the other turn stack also use a Stack-Type 6 arrow
even if it only has one line of text. This will require the
enlargement of such a stack to accommodate the Type 6
arrow.
4

STACK-TYPE arrows should be centred in the vertical height of
the stack with minimum spacing when necessary as indicated
in the various stack-type sign examples in Section 5.2.

5

A STACK-TYPE sign shall never have more than one arrow per
stack. Such signs shall also never have two stacks with arrows
pointing in the same direction.

6

Two signface layouts are given for several of the stack-type
signs. The upper recommended detail does not permit
destination text to intrude into the space above or below an
arrow in another stack. (See justification rules in Subsection
5.1.3 and in Figures 5.1 to 5.5.)

7

The majority of MAP-TYPE arrows are reserved for use on
specifically numbered DIRECTION signs. MAP-TYPE arrow
Types 2 and 10 may be used as follows on GD5 or GA2 signs:
(a) Map-Type 2 arrow in 41d or 52d lengths with 3 or 4 lines of
text;
(b) Map-Type 10 arrow with one or two lines of text with a
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5.1.4

NOTES:
(1) The positioning of text on Stack-Type signs is governed by
basic text spacing rules given in Detail 5.1.1 and arrow
spacing rules given in Details 5.1.2 and 5.1.4.
(2) Note that in Detail 5.1.4 smaller arrows are centred over
larger arrows. The latter conform to the minimum spacing
conventions

Fig 5.1 Basic Rules of Signface Layout for Stack-Type
Ground-Mounted Direction Signs
GUIDANCE - 2
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5.1.5

NOTES:
(1) Justification rules are given above for multiple rows of text
as follows:
Detail 5.2.1 route numbers and text both left
justified
Detail 5.2.2 text justified, bracket in side space
Detail 5.2.3 centred route number
Detail 5.2.4 bracket in space
Detail 5.2.5 text justified, route number centred,
distance right justified
Detail 5.2.6 bracket in space
Detail 5.2.7 space increased for bracket

Fig 5.2 Route Number and Justification Rules for
Stack-Type Ground-Mounted Direction Signs
MAY 2012
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5.1.6

Fig 5.3 Recommended Rules of Signface Layout – Optimum Readability Stack-Type Ground-Mounted Direction Signs
GUIDANCE - 2
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5.1.7

Fig 5.4 Arrow Linked Rules of Signface Layout – Reduced Size and Reduced
Readability - Stack-Type Ground-Mounted Direction Signs
MAY 2012
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5.1.8

Fig 5.5 Intermediate Rules of Signface Text Layout – Stack-Type
Ground-Mounted Direction Signs (see also page 5.1.9)
GUIDANCE - 2

SADC – RTSM – VOL 4

MAY 2012

INTRODUCTION

5.1.9
NOTES: (Figures 5.3 to 5.5)
(1) Figures 5.3 to 5.5 to show options for signface layout of multistack DIRECTION signs. The layout of a specific sign is
subject to how many variables interact for that sign. One
variable which is difficult to illustrate adequately, is the
variation in lengths of three (or more) destination names in
three-stacks. In Figures 5.3 and 5.4,the l e n g t h s of the
blocks representing the three names are the same in each
detail, namely one short, one long and one in-between.
(2) Details 5.3.1 to 5.3.4 show the three basic "recommended"
rules (with standard spacings):
(a) arrows are located to the far right or left of each
stack;
(b) left justification of all route numbers;
(c) additional left justification of all names.
(3) Details 5.3.5 to 5.3.7 show how the length remains constant
irrespective of which stack contains the longest name.
Details 5.3.8 to 5.3.10, show the same effect when some
stacks do not have route numbers. Sign length is dictated by
the sum of two stack-type arrows (Types 5 or 6), the
longest name, the longest route number and all standard
spacings. Other points to note ("recommended" rules)
are:
(a) straight-on arrows are centred over right turn arrows;
(b) the standard space is between the longest name and
the 'longest arrow, even when not in the same stack;
(c) the sign length will be slightly less if the one route
number is shorter than the others in the other
examples;
(d) all text is vertically lined up to help scanning.
(4) Detail 5.4.1 has the same name lengths as Detail 5.3.1 but
the text is permitted to extend into the spaces over or under
the arrows. This makes the sign length less but loses the
vertical justification. Details 5.4.2 to 5.4.4 clarify the exact
effect of names being 'linked' to the arrow in their stack,
irrespective of the length of the names (the 'arrow-linked'
rule). In Details 5.4.5 to 5.4.7 it is shown that there is little
variation in length with the position of the longest name, but
all examples are shorter than in Figure 5.3. Details 5.4.8 to
5.4.10 show that when route numbers are not present in all
stacks the saving In size is greatest (up to 30% - see Detail
5.5.7). Points to note ("arrow- linked" rules) are:
(a) the straight-on arrow is NOT centred over the right tum
arrow (Detail 5.4.5 shows a slightly shorter sign);
(b) the arrows are always located a standard space from
the right or left side of the stack;
(c) scanning is made difficult and slower.
(5) Figure 5.5 illustrates "intermediate" rules of multi-stack
DIRECTION signface layout. In all cases of the application
of “ intermediate” rules the purpose is to allow a sign to be
made smaller whilst still retaining the best possible text
justification. Essentially the 'intermediate" rules permit:
(a) firstly, the space below the straight and right arrows
to be occupied by a long name (Detail 5.5.1); and/or
(b) secondly, a long name without a route number to
“jump” to line up with the route number in others tacks,
and t o “ j u m p ” a g a i n , if necessary, to occupy the
space over the left tum arrow at a standard space from
the left edge of the sign (Details5.5.2, 5.5.3 and 5.5.5).
(6) Details 5.5.1 to 5.5.4 show the progressive effects of one
name (in one stack) getting longer. The examples include
ones with route numbers in all stacks and ones with some
route numbers omitted. Detail 5.5.6 provides two
g e n e r a l i s e d comparisons of the different rule systems. The
'intermediate" rules can lead to a saving in sign length of up
to 20%, with little loss in readability
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5.1.10
minimum arrow height of 31d.
8

The chevron shaped optional arrow for use with
FINGERBOARD sign GD4 is detailed in Section 5.2 with the
sign and should have a width of "2d".

9

The arrow details given in Section 5.2 for sign GD9 and TGD9
are representative. Other arrows may be used (continued on
page 5.1.10) (continued from page 5.1.3) keeping to the
general dimensional criteria used in the examples. The
number, such as "1", within the arrow head indicates that the
arrow head should be derived from that of the STACK-TYPE 1
arrow.

advance of an immediate turn on to the freeway when there
is insufficient side space to accommodate a normal
STACK-TYPE sign (see sign GD7 in Section 5.2);
(g) in urban areas straight-on panels are located above in one
piece but a grey or black visual separation should be
created between the two panels.
3

In addition to the standard colour combinations mentioned in
paragraph 5.1.6.2 it is optional that an INSERT PANEL or
STACK of one colour may be displayed within a background of
a different colour, subject to certain warrants or rules. For
example a brown tourism INSERT PANEL or STACK on an
advance direction or direction sign may be an economic or
space efficient solution when there are limited destination
options and the primary demand is for tourist information.
Under such circumstances this may place the information much
more successfully within the cone of vision of a busy driver than
would a separate tourism sign (see Figure 6.16 and Chapter 7,
Section 7.2).

4

A new class of direction sign, LOCAL DIRECTION signs, has
been provided for use in urban areas at local levels and for
local level destinations. These signs use a black-on-white
colour code and a blue border to differentiate them from the
more important green "orientational" DIRECTION signs.

10 Arrows for use on OVERHEAD direction signs are detailed in
Chapter 6, Sections 6.1 and 6.5.

5.1.6

Sign Colours

1

The colours of the various signface components used on
DIRECTION signs are indicated on the individual sign pages in
Sections 5.2 and 5.3.

2

The basic background colour for DIRECTION signs is green.
Under certain circumstances the interface between two classes
of roadway or two classes of guidance information is
recognised by the inclusion of more than one background
colour on the signface. This principle may be achieved by
different coloured sign STACKS or by means of a different
coloured INSERT PANEL. Situations where such colour
combinations occur are:
(a) the inclusion of a white "box" or INSERT PANEL in the top
left corner a direction sign, in which the interchange or
junction number may be indicated in black numerals to
identify the specific location of the interchange or junction
along the length of the route (see Figure 5.9 and Figures
6.1 to 6.3);
(b) the inclusion of a white STACK on top of a GD1 or GD2
sign in which the cross-street name or town name is
displayed in black lettering to indicate the positional location
of drivers if they make a turn at the junction ahead (see
Figure 5.9 and Figure 6.16);
(c) the inclusion of a white INSERT PANEL in each of the two
turn stacks of a GD1 or GD2 sign when the intersecting
cross-street has a different name in each direction (see
Figure 6.16);
(d) the inclusion of a blue INSERT PANEL and/or a blue
STACK on a GB1 or a GB4 sign (these signs are specific
applications of GD1 and GD2 signs), on the intersecting
cross-road at a freeway interchange, in which the right and
left turn Class A1 freeway destinations are displayed (the
exact nature of this display varies with the geometry of the
interchange depending on whether it is a diamond
interchange or a parclo interchange) - (see sign example in
Section 6.3);
(e) the inclusion of a blue INSERT PANEL with a WHITE
INSERT extension within a stack to give trailblazing
information leading to an adjacent freeway - the INSERT
PANEL should include the route number of the freeway
(within brackets to indicate the indirect nature of the turn)
and the freeway symbol on the blue area, and the
interchange number on the white area (see Figure 5.9);
(f) a similar but different type of blue insert panel may be used
in a vertically formatted MAP-TYPE direction sign in

GUIDANCE - 2

5.1.7

Materials of Manufacture

1

DIRECTION signs vary widely in size from the large MAPTYPE signs to the small FINGERBOARD signs. In order that
the sign and its message can be seen and read at night the
border and text shall always be provided in a retroreflective
material. If small sized direction signs are used on higher speed
roads it is recommended that a retroreflective background be
used to improve the overall target value of the sign. If it is
necessary that the sign class be clearly identifiable by its
colour, by night as well as by day, retroreflective materials
should be specified for the sign background. In this context
when insert panels or stacks referring to different classes of
road or destination are combined on a sign it is recommended
that the sign background be retroreflective so that such a
classification message will be obvious at night.

2

Since DIRECTION signs represent a significant proportion of
the total sign area within the road network it is important, due to
the increasingly high cost of maintenance, that only high quality
materials be used in their manufacture. Ideally the substrate
and retroreflective materials should have a similar life
expectancy, unless the substrate material is capable of being
re-cycled.

3

Recommendations are given in Volume 1, Chapter 1 regarding
appropriate grades of material for lettering, symbols and
background signface materials.

4

New materials regularly become available and once their
attributes have been proven designers and authorities
specifying materials should be prepared to utilize such
materials to achieve the most cost effective sign manufacture.
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5.1.11

NOTES:
(1) Detail 5.6.1 illustrates a range of letter types and how they
are specified in terms of “d” (see Chapter 11).
(2) Detail 5.6.2 shows in a specific signface design how the
various components detailed in Figure 5.1 to 5.4 are coordinated to make up the sign and that all are specified in
terms of “d” (see Sections 5.2 and 5.3 for sign dimensions
and Section 5.5 for arrows).

Fig 5.6 Co-ordination of Basic Stack-Type Signface
Design Rules into Complete Sign Layout
MAY 2012
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NOTES:
(1) Detail 5.7.3 shows how AIRPORT symbol GDS-3 should
be oriented with the relevant exit arrow.
(2) Detail 5.7.4 illustrates the use of symbols GDS-9 and
GDS-10 for TOLL and ALTERNATIVE ROUTES. Note
use of regulatory sign R132 to indicate a commitment to
pay toll.

Fig 5.7 Spacing Rules for Direction Signs Symbols
GUIDANCE - 2
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5.1.13

INTRODUCTION

NOTES:
(1) All spaces marked ● are available from spacing tables in
Chapter 11.
(2) Where reduced size lettering is used “d●” = 2/3 to ¾ “d”.
(3) When two components with different values of “d” are
separated by a space, the space should relate to the
lower/smaller value, namely “d●”.

Fig 5.8 Spacing Characteristics for the More Common Forms
of Punctuation and Special Text Characteristics
MAY 2012
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VAR

3d 10d

NOTES:
(1) Only dimension rules relating to insert panels are shown.
Rule principles may be used in other stacks/layouts.

Fig 5.9 Sign Colours and Layout Criteria
(See also Figure 6.16)
GUIDANCE - 2
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5.2.1

GROUND MOUNTED
NOTES:

COLOURS:

1

PERMANENT
Border, arrow, text:
Route Numbers:
Background:

2
3

4

5

For details of sign use refer
to SADC-RTSM Vol 1, page
4.8.6.
See Section 5.5 for arrow
details.
The upper example uses left
justification layout on both
route
numbers
and
destinations.
The lower example uses the
arrow linked layout. This
principle may be used for
any of the GD1 or GD2 sign
example types given in this
section.
See Section 5.1 for details of
text rules and pages 5.2.34
to 5.2.41 for examples of
“intermediate” rules.

TEMPORARY
Border, arrow, text:
Background:

White retroreflective
Yellow retroreflective
Green retroreflective
or semi-matt
Black semi-matt
Yellow retroreflective

GD1

STACK-TYPE ADVANCE DIRECTION SIGN – BASIC RURAL EXAMPLE - 1

MAY 2012

SADC – RTSM – VOL 4

GUIDANCE - 2

GROUND MOUNTED

5.2.2

NOTES:

COLOURS:
PERMANENT
Border, arrow, text:
Route Numbers:
Background:
TEMPORARY
Border, arrow, text:
Background:

1
White retroreflective
Yellow retroreflective
Green retroreflective
or semi-matt

2
3

Black semi-matt
Yellow retroreflective
4

5

For details of sign use refer
to SADC-RTSM Vol 1, page
4.8.6.
See Section 5.5 for arrow
details.
The upper example uses left
justification layout on both
route
numbers
and
destinations.
The lower example uses the
arrow linked layout. This
principle may be used for
any of the GD1 or GD2 sign
example types given in this
section.
See Section 5.1 for details of
text rules and pages 5.2.34
to 5.2.41 for examples of
“intermediate” rules.

GD1

STACK-TYPE ADVANCE DIRECTION SIGN – BASIC RURAL EXAMPLE - 2

GUIDANCE - 2
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5.2.3

GROUND MOUNTED
NOTES:

COLOURS:

1
2

PERMANENT
Border, arrow, text:
Route Numbers:
Background:

3

See the notes on 5.2.1.
This example shows the
recommended
maximum
number of destination names
for this type of sign.
The example also illustrates
route number position for
two destinations on the
same route.

TEMPORARY
Border, arrow, text:
Background:

White retroreflective
Yellow retroreflective
Green retroreflective
or semi-matt
Black semi-matt
Yellow retroreflective

GD1

STACK-TYPE ADVANCE DIRECTION SIGN(RURAL) - EXAMPLE - 3

MAY 2012
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GROUND MOUNTED

5.2.4

NOTES:

COLOURS:
PERMANENT
Border, arrow, text:
Route Numbers:
Background:
TEMPORARY
Border, arrow, text:
Background:

White retroreflective
Yellow retroreflective
Green retroreflective
or semi-matt
Black semi-matt
Yellow retroreflective

1
2

3

See the notes on 5.2.1.
This example is appropriate
in advance of a T-junction to
the right..
The example shows the
recommended
maximum
number of destination names
for this sign type.

GD1

STACK-TYPE ADVANCE DIRECTION SIGN (RURAL) - EXAMPLE - 4
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5.2.5

GROUND MOUNTED
NOTES:

COLOURS:

1

PERMANENT
Border, arrow, text:
Route Numbers:
Background:

For details of sign use refer
to SADC-RTSM Vol 1, page
4.8.6 to 4.8.8.

TEMPORARY
Border, arrow, text:
Background:

White retroreflective
Yellow retroreflective
Green retroreflective
or semi-matt

GD1

Black semi-matt
Yellow retroreflective

STACK-TYPE ADVANCE DIRECTION SIGN (RURAL OR URBAN) –
EXAMPLE - 5

MAY 2012
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GROUND MOUNTED

5.2.6
COLOURS:

NOTES:

PERMANENT
Border, arrow, text:
Street Name:

1

White retroreflective
Black semi-matt on
white retroreflective.
Route Numbers:
Yellow retroreflective
Background:
Green retroreflective
or semi-matt
Neutral Background:
Grey or black
semi-matt
NB No temporary colours

2
3

4

5

For details of sign use refer
to SADC-RTSM Vol 1, page
4.8.6 to 4.8.8.
Use “B MOD” style lettering
for the street name.
Location information may br
displayed in a letter size 2/3
to 3/4 of the letter soze used
on the main sign – see
detail.
The straight-on stack shall
be positioned above the
street name panel with a 4d
space between the stack
and the panel. The sign is
recommended
to
be
constructed as one sign. The
spacing section may be
coloured grey or black.
See Section 5.1 for details of
text rules and pages 5.2.34
to 5.2.41 for examples of
“intermediate” rules.

GD1

STACK-TYPE ADVANCE DIRECTION SIGN – BASIC URBAN EXAMPLE - 1
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5.2.7

GROUND MOUNTED
COLOURS:

NOTES:
1

2
3

4

5

6

7

For details of sign use refer
to SADC-RTSM Vol 1, page
4.8.6 to 4.8.8.
Use “B MOD” style lettering
for the street name.
Location information may br
displayed in a letter size 2/3
to 3/4 of the letter soze used
on the main sign – see
detail.
A sign of this type is unlikley
to be required in temporary
colours.
The example illustrates the
mixed use of DIN “A” and
DIN “B” lettering.
The airport symbol shall be
oriented in the direction of
the arrow in the stack in
which it appears.
See Section 5.1 for details of
text rules and pages 5.2.34
to 5.2.41 for examples of
“intermediate” rules.

PERMANENT
Border, arrow, text:
Street Name:
Route Numbers:
Background:

White retroreflective
Black semi-matt on
white retroreflective.
Yellow retroreflective
Green retroreflective
or semi-matt

NB No temporary colours

GD1

STACK-TYPE ADVANCE DIRECTION SIGN – BASIC URBAN EXAMPLE - 2

MAY 2012
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GROUND MOUNTED

5.2.8
COLOURS:
PERMANENT
Border, arrow, text:
Street Name:

White retroreflective
Black semi-matt on
white retroreflective.
Route Numbers:
Yellow retroreflective
Background:
Green retroreflective
or semi-matt
Neutral Background:
Grey or black
semi-matt
NB No temporary colours

NOTES:
1

2
3

4

5

6

7

For details of sign use refer to
SADC-RTSM Vol 1, page
4.8.6 to 4.8.8.
Use “B MOD” style lettering for
the street name.
This example applies when
the intersecting cross road has
different street names to right
and left.
The street name letter size
may be 2/3 to 3/4 of the letter
size used on the main sign –
see detail.
The airport symbol shall be
oriented in the direction of the
arrow in the stack in which it
appears.
The street name insert panels
may be left justified, as shown,
or
centred
to
improve
aesthetic appearance – see
page 5.2.14.
See Section 5.1 for details of
text rules and pages 5.2.34 to
5.2.41
for
examples
of
“intermediate” rules.

GD1

STACK-TYPE ADVANCE DIRECTION SIGN (URBAN) - EXAMPLE - 3
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5.2.9

GROUND MOUNTED
NOTES:

COLOURS:

1

PERMANENT
Border, arrow, text:
Interchange No:

2

3

4

For details of sign use refer to
SADC-RTSM Vol 1, page
4.8.6 to 4.8.8.
Use “B MOD” style lettering for
the
place
name
and
interchange number.
Location information may br
displayed in a letter size 2/3 to
3/4 of the letter soze used on
the main sign – see detail.
See Section 5.1 for details of
text rules and pages 5.2.34 to
5.2.41
for
examples
of
“intermediate” rules.

White retroreflective
Black semi-matt on
white retroreflective.
Route Numbers:
Yellow retroreflective
Place Name:
Black semi-matt on
white retroreflective.
Background:
Green retroreflective
or semi-matt
NB No temporary colours

GD1

STACK-TYPE ADVANCE DIRECTION SIGN (URBAN OR RURAL) –
EXAMPLE - 4

MAY 2012
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GROUND MOUNTED

5.2.10

NOTES:

COLOURS:
PERMANENT
Border, arrow, text:
Street Name:
Route Numbers:
Background:

1
White retroreflective
Black semi-matt on
white retroreflective.
Yellow retroreflective
Green retroreflective
or semi-matt

Trailblazer Panel:
(a) Text:
Symbol:
Toll Symbol:

Yellow retroreflective
White retroreflective
Black semi-matt on
yellow retroreflective
Background:
Blue retroreflective
(b) Interchange No.:
Black semi-matt on
white retroreflective
NB No temporary colours

2

3

4
5

6

7

For details of sign use refer to
SADC-RTSM Vol 1, page
4.8.6 to 4.8.8.
The street name letter size
may be 2/3 to 3/4 of the letter
size used on the main sign.
Trailblazer panel may be used
with or without an interchange
number.
The interchange numbers use
“B MOD” style lettering.
This sign type will commonly
be used on roads parallel to
the trailblazed freeway.
Lower example illustrates the
use of a TOLL ROUTE symbol
GDS-9.
See Section 5.1 for details of
text rules and pages 5.2.34 to
5.2.41
for
examples
of
“intermediate” rules.

GD1

STACK-TYPE ADVANCE DIRECTION SIGN URBAN - EXAMPLE - 5

GUIDANCE - 2

SADC – RTSM – VOL 4

MAY 2012

5.2.11

GROUND MOUNTED
NOTES:

COLOURS:

1

PERMANENT
Border, arrow, text:
Route Numbers:
Background:

2
3

4

5

For details of sign use refer
to SADC-RTSM Vol 1, page
4.8.9.
See Section 5.5 for arrow
details.
The upper example uses left
justification layout on both
route
numbers
and
destinations.
The lower example uses the
arrow linked layout. This
principle may be used for
any of the GD1 or GD2 sign
example types given in this
section.
See Section 5.1 for details of
text rules and pages 5.2.34
to 5.2.41 for examples of
“intermediate” rules.

TEMPORARY
Border, arrow, text:
Background:

White retroreflective
Yellow retroreflective
Green retroreflective
or semi-matt
Black semi-matt
Yellow retroreflective

GD2

STACK-TYPE DIRECTION SIGN – BASIC RURAL EXAMPLE - 1
MAY 2012

SADC – RTSM – VOL 4

GUIDANCE - 2

GROUND MOUNTED

5.2.12
COLOURS:
PERMANENT
Border, arrow, text:
Route Numbers:
Background:
Chevron:
TEMPORARY
Border, arrow, text:
Background:
Chevron:

GD2

NOTES:
White retroreflective
Yellow retroreflective
Green retroreflective
or semi-matt
Red on white
retroreflective
Black semi-matt
Yellow retroreflective
Black
semi-matt
on
yellow retroreflective

1
2

See notes on page 5.2.11.
The use of a chevron sign
below a GD2 sign is
normally only appropriate at
a T-junction. See Chapter 3
for full details of TJUNCTION
CHEVRON
signs W409 and TW409.

STACK-TYPE DIRECTION SIGN – BASIC RURAL EXAMPLE - 2

GUIDANCE - 2

SADC – RTSM – VOL 4

MAY 2012

5.2.13

GROUND MOUNTED
NOTES:

COLOURS:

1

PERMANENT
Border, arrow, text:
Route Numbers:
Background:

2

For details of sign use refer
to SADC-RTSM Vol 1, page
4.8.9 to 4.8.11.
At a channelised junction a
GD2 sign of the type shown
on page 5.2.11 may be
replaced by two GD2 signs
of the type illustrated on this
page.

TEMPORARY
Border, arrow, text:
Background:

White retroreflective
Yellow retroreflective
Green retroreflective
or semi-matt
Black semi-matt
Yellow retroreflective

GD2

STACK-TYPE DIRECTION SIGN (RURAL OR URBAN) - EXAMPLE - 3

MAY 2012

SADC – RTSM – VOL 4

GUIDANCE - 2

GROUND MOUNTED

5.2.14
COLOURS:
PERMANENT
Border, arrow, text:
Street Name:
Route Numbers:
Symbol:
Background:

NOTES:
1
White retroreflective
Black semi-matt on
white retroreflective.
Yellow retroreflective
White retroreflective
Green retroreflective
or semi-matt

2

3

NB No temporary colours
4

5

See notes on pages 5.2.7 and
5.2.8.
The
lower
example
is
recommended when a street
name changes at the junction
being signed.
When using the lower example
the street name insert panels
may be centred, as shown, or
left
justified
to
improve
aesthetic appearance.
A sign of this type is unlikley to
be required in temporary
colours.
See Section 5.1 for details of
text rules and pages 5.2.34 to
5.2.41
for
examples
of
“intermediate” rules.

GD2

STACK-TYPE DIRECTION SIGN – BASIC URBAN EXAMPLE - 1

GUIDANCE - 2

SADC – RTSM – VOL 4

MAY 2012

5.2.15

GROUND MOUNTED
COLOURS:

NOTES:
1

2

3
4

5

For details of sign use refer to
SADC-RTSM Vol 1, pages
4.8.9 to 4.8.11.
Trailblazer panel may be used
with or without an interchange
number.
The interchange numbers use
“B MOD” style lettering.
This sign type will commonly
be used on roads parallel to
the trailblazed freeway.
See Section 5.1 for details of
text rules and pages 5.2.34 to
5.2.41
for
examples
of
“intermediate” rules.

PERMANENT
Border, arrow, text:
Route Numbers:
Background:

White retroreflective
Yellow retroreflective
Green retroreflective
or semi-matt

Trailblazer Panel:
(c) Text:
Symbol:
Toll Symbol:

Yellow retroreflective
White retroreflective
Black semi-matt on
yellow retroreflective
Background:
Blue retroreflective
(d) Interchange No.:
Black semi-matt on
white retroreflective
NB No temporary colours

GD2

STACK-TYPE DIRECTION SIGN (URBAN OR RURAL) - EXAMPLE - 2

MAY 2012

SADC – RTSM – VOL 4

GUIDANCE - 2

GROUND MOUNTED

5.2.16

NOTES:

COLOURS:
PERMANENT
Border, arrow, text:
Route Numbers:
Background:
TEMPORARY
Border, arrow, text:
Background:

1
White retroreflective
Yellow retroreflective
Green retroreflective
or semi-matt

2
3

Black semi-matt
Yellow retroreflective
4

5

For details of sign use refer to
SADC-RTSM Vol 1, page
4.8.12.
See Section 5.5 for arrow
details.
The upper two examples use
left justification layout on route
numbers and/or text.
The lower example uses the
arrow linked layout. This
principle may be used on any
GD1/GD2 sign type.
See Section 5.1 for details of
text rules and pages 5.2.34 to
5.2.41
for
examples
of
“intermediate” rules.

GD1/GD2

STACK-TYPE STRAIGHT-ON/DIRECTION SIGN (RURAL) –
EXAMPLE - 1
GUIDANCE - 2

SADC – RTSM – VOL 4

MAY 2012

5.2.17

GROUND MOUNTED
COLOURS:

NOTES:
1

2
3
4

5

6

For details of sign use refer to
SADC-RTSM Vol 1, page
4.8.12.
See Section 5.5 for arrow
details.
All examples illustrate the left
justification layout.
The upper example shows a
mix of DIN “A” and DIN “B”
lettering on the one signface.
The street name letter size
may be 2/3 to 3/4 of the letter
size used on the main sign.
See notes on page 5.2.6.
See Section 5.1 for details of
text rules and pages 5.2.34 to
5.2.41
for
examples
of
“intermediate” rules.

PERMANENT
Border, arrow, text:
Street Name:
Route Numbers:
Symbol:
Background:

White retroreflective
Black semi-matt on
white retroreflective.
Yellow retroreflective
White retroreflective
Green retroreflective
or semi-matt

NB No temporary colours

GD1/GD2

STACK-TYPE STRAIGHT-ON/DIRECTION SIGN URBAN) –
EXAMPLE - 2

MAY 2012

SADC – RTSM – VOL 4

GUIDANCE - 2

GROUND MOUNTED

5.2.18

NOTES:

COLOURS:
PERMANENT
Border, arrow, text:
Street Name:
Route Numbers:
Background:

1
White retroreflective
Black semi-matt on
white retroreflective.
Yellow retroreflective
Green retroreflective
or semi-matt

2

3
NB No temporary colours

4

See the notes on pages 5.2.8
and 5.2.16.
The street name insert panels
may be left justified, as shown,
or
centred
to
improve
aesthetic appearance – see
page 5.2.14.
The street name letter size
may be 2/3 to 3/4 of the letter
size used on the main sign.
See notes on page 5.2.6.
See Section 5.1 for details of
text rules and pages 5.2.34 to
5.2.41
for
examples
of
“intermediate” rules.

GD1/GD2

STACK-TYPE STRAIGHT-ON/DIRECTION SIGN (URBAN) –
EXAMPLE - 3

GUIDANCE - 2

SADC – RTSM – VOL 4

MAY 2012

5.2.19

GROUND MOUNTED
NOTES:

COLOURS:

1

PERMANENT/TEMPORARY
Border, arrow, text:
White retroreflective
Route Numbers:
Yellow retroreflective
Background:
Green retroreflective
or semi-matt
Cross:
Red retroreflective
“Overlay” Panel:
Black semi-matt on
yellow retroreflective

2

3

4

For details of the use of a
temporary deletion cross see
to SADC-RTSM Vol 1, page
4.8.8.
The
cross
should
be
manufactured to pivot in the
centre so that it may be
adjusted to suit the area of the
sign to be temporarily deleted.
Since the application is liklely
to be a short term one, redorange fluorscent material
may be considered for the
cross provided this has
adequate
night
time
effectiveness.
Theinnovative use of materials
which may be trimmed to size
and which are strong and light
weight should be considered.

TGD1

TEMPORARY DELETION OF DESTINATION OR STACK

MAY 2012

SADC – RTSM – VOL 4

GUIDANCE - 2

GROUND MOUNTED

5.2.20

NOTES:

COLOURS:
TEMPORARY
Border, arrow, symbol:
Background:

1
Black semi-matt
Yellow retroreflective
2

TGD2-D

3

For details of sign use refer
to SADC-RTSM Vol 1, pages
4.8.9 to 4.8.11.
The sign may be displayed
in any one of the three
positions shown. Mounting
holes should be provided for
horizontal or vertical use.
Subject to approach speeds
a suitable value for “d” in an
urban area is 16 mm. On a
rural detour this should be
increased to 25 mm.

TEMPORARY DETOUR DIRECTION SIGN

GUIDANCE - 2

SADC – RTSM – VOL 4

MAY 2012

5.2.21

GROUND MOUNTED
NOTES:

COLOURS:

1

PERMANENT
Border, symbol, text:
Route Numbers:
Background:

2
3

4

For details of sign use refer
to SADC-RTSM Vol 1, page
4.8.14.
The examples on page
5.2.22 also refer.
A symbol may be displayed
in front of the destination i.e.
border post.
Route number should be
centred whilst destination
names are left justified and
distances are right justified.

TEMPORARY
Border, arrow, text:
Background:

White retroreflective
Yellow retroreflective
Green retroreflective
or semi-matt
Black semi-matt
Yellow retroreflective

GD3

CONFIRMATION SIGNS (RURAL OR URBAN) - EXAMPLE - 1

MAY 2012

SADC – RTSM – VOL 4

GUIDANCE - 2

GROUND MOUNTED

5.2.22
COLOURS:
PERMANENT
Border, symbol, text:
Route Numbers:
Background:
TEMPORARY
Border, arrow, text:
Background:

NOTES:
1
White retroreflective
Yellow retroreflective
Green retroreflective
or semi-matt

2
3

Black semi-matt
Yellow retroreflective

4

5

For details of sign use refer
to SADC-RTSM Vol 1, page
4.8.14.
The examples on page
5.2.21 also refer.
See Section 5.1 for details of
text rules.
The
upper
example
illustrates the use of indirect
route numbers (shown in
brackets)
for
important
destinations reached by an
adjoining route.
The lower example may be
used when two numbered
routes overlap.

GD3

CONFIRMATION SIGNS (RURAL OR URBAN) - EXAMPLE - 2

GUIDANCE - 2

SADC – RTSM – VOL 4

MAY 2012

5.2.23

GROUND MOUNTED
NOTES:

COLOURS:

1

TEMPORARY
Border, arrow, symbol:
Background:

2
3

For details of sign use refer
to SADC-RTSM Vol 1, page
4.8.14.
The sign should be mounted
with the long axis vertical.
The sign size may be
increased in proportion for
rural applications. Heights of
900 mm or 1200 mm may be
considered.

Black semi-matt
Yellow retroreflective

TGD3-D

TEMPORARY DETOUR CONFIRMATION SIGN

MAY 2012

SADC – RTSM – VOL 4

GUIDANCE - 2

5.2.24

GROUND MOUNTED
NOTES:

COLOURS:
PERMANENT
Border, symbol, text:
Background:

1
White retroreflective
Green retroreflective
or semi-matt

2

3
4

For details of sign use refer
to SADC-RTSM Vol 1, page
4.8.15.
See
page
5.2.25
for
examples with a chevrontype arrow.
See
page
5.2.26
for
temporary examples.
FINGERBOARD signs GD4
are intended for local level
direction signing in a rural
environment. For urban style
FINGERBOARD
LOCAL
DIRECTION sign GDL3 see
Chapter 13.

GD4

FINGERBOARD SIGNS

GUIDANCE - 2

SADC – RTSM – VOL 4

MAY 2012

5.2.25

GROUND MOUNTED
NOTES:

COLOURS:

1

PERMANENT
Border, symbol, text:
Background:

2

3
4

For details of sign use refer
to SADC-RTSM Vol 1, page
4.8.15.
See
page
5.2.24
for
examples
without
the
chevron-type arrow.
See
page
5.2.26
for
temporary examples.
FINGERBOARD signs GD4
are intended for local level
direction signing in a rural
environment. For urban style
FINGERBOARD
LOCAL
DIRECTION sign GDL3 see
Chapter 13.

White retroreflective
Green retroreflective
or semi-matt

GD4

FINGERBOARD SIGNS WITH ARROW

MAY 2012

SADC – RTSM – VOL 4

GUIDANCE - 2

5.2.26

GROUND MOUNTED
NOTES:

COLOURS:
TEMPORARY
Border, symbol, text:
Background:

1
Black semi-matt
Yellow retroreflective
2

3

TGD4

4

For details of sign use refer
to SADC-RTSM Vol 1, page
4.8.15.
The examples shown are
intended to be general signs
capable of being re-used or
re-positioned.
The lower example and
dimensioned detail allow for
the sign type to be re-usable.
A street name on a
removable plate can be
tailored to a specific detour.
The indication of a distance
is optional.
Temporary
versions
of
permanent FINGERBOARD
style signs may also be
used.

TEMPORARY FINGERBOARD SIGNS

GUIDANCE - 2

SADC – RTSM – VOL 4

MAY 2012

5.2.27

GROUND MOUNTED
NOTES:
1

2

3

4
5

For details of sign use refer
to SADC-RTSM Vol 1, page
4.8.16.
The sign is for non-freeway
applications where a stacktype sign is considered
inadequate, normally due to
junction geometry.
This sign type is unliklely to
be required in a temporary
form due to its size.
See Chapter 6 for map-type
freeway direction signs.
For details of arrow see
Section 5.6.

COLOURS:
PERMANENT
Border, arrow, text:
Route Numbers:
Background:

White retroreflective
Yellow retroreflective
Green retroreflective
or semi-matt

GD5

MAP-TYPE ADVANCE DIRECTION SIGN – GD5

MAY 2012

SADC – RTSM – VOL 4

GUIDANCE - 2

5.2.28

GROUND MOUNTED
NOTES:

COLOURS:
PERMANENT
Border, arrow, text:
Route Numbers:
Background:

1
White retroreflective
Yellow retroreflective
Green retroreflective
or semi-matt

2

3

4

For details of sign use refer
to SADC-RTSM Vol 1, page
4.8.16.
This sign type is unliklely to
be required in a temporary
form due to its size.
The inclusion of a distance is
recommended
but
not
mandatory.
For details of arrow see
Section 5.6.

GD6

MAP-TYPE ADVANCE DIRECTION SIGN – GD6

GUIDANCE - 2

SADC – RTSM – VOL 4

MAY 2012

5.2.29

GROUND MOUNTED
NOTES:

COLOURS:

1

PERMANENT
Border, arrow, text:
Route Numbers:
Background:

2

3

4

For details of sign use refer
to SADC-RTSM Vol 1, page
4.8.16.
This sign type is unliklely to
be required in a temporary
form due to its size.
The inclusion of a distance is
recommended
but
not
mandatory.
For details of arrow see
Section 5.6.

White retroreflective
Yellow retroreflective
Green retroreflective
or semi-matt

GD7

MAP-TYPE ADVANCE DIRECTION SIGN –GD7 - EXAMPLE - 1

MAY 2012

SADC – RTSM – VOL 4

GUIDANCE - 2

5.2.30

GROUND MOUNTED
NOTES:

COLOURS:
PERMANENT
Border, arrow, text:
Route Numbers:
Background:
Insert Panel:
TEMPORARY
Border, arrow, text:
Background:

1
White retroreflective
Yellow retroreflective
Green retroreflective
or semi-matt
Blue retroreflective
(Class A1 only)

2

3

Black semi-matt
Yellow retroreflective

4

GD7

5

For details of sign use refer
to SADC-RTSM Vol 1, page
4.8.16.
This sign type is intended for
situations where space does
not permit a full size stacktype or map-type sign.
The example shows a
situation where the turns
lead directly onto a freeway
(i.e. not as a trailblazer),
therefore
the
freeway
destination (route numbers
abd cardinal directions only)
are shown in the blue insert
panel.
For details of arrow see
Section 5.6.
This type of sign may be
used in a temporary form to
save space. Insert panels
and
different
colour
backgrounds should not be
used for temporary versions
of sign GD7.

MAP-TYPE ADVANCE DIRECTION SIGN – GD7 - EXAMPLE - 2

GUIDANCE - 2

SADC – RTSM – VOL 4

MAY 2012

5.2.31

GROUND MOUNTED
NOTES:
1

2

3

4
5

For details of sign use refer
to SADC-RTSM Vol 1, page
4.8.16.
This sign type is unliklely to
be required in a temporary
form due to its size.
The inclusion of a distance is
recommended
but
not
mandatory.
For details of arrow see
Section 5.6.
The arrow in the example
opposite is oriented for
Angolan driving conditions.
The
dimensioned
detail
below gives the orientation
for other SADC member
countries.

COLOURS:
PERMANENT
Border, arrow, text:
Route Numbers:
Background:

White retroreflective
Yellow retroreflective
Green retroreflective
or semi-matt

GD8

MAP-TYPE ADVANCE DIRECTION SIGN – GD8

MAY 2012

SADC – RTSM – VOL 4

GUIDANCE - 2

5.2.32

GROUND MOUNTED
NOTES:

COLOURS:
PERMANENT
Border, arrow, text:
Route Numbers:
Background:
Regulatory sign:
TEMPORARY
Border, arrow, text:
Background:
Regulatory sign:

1
White retroreflective
Yellow retroreflective
Green retroreflective
or semi-matt
According to prescribed
colours
Black semi-matt
Yellow retroreflective
According to prescribed
colours for the particular
temporary sign

2

3
4

5

For details of sign use refer
to SADC-RTSM Vol 1, page
4.8.16.
The example given is
representative
only.
If
different requirements occur
the sign should be designed
to
similar
dimensional
standards.
The normal rules of text and
letter sizing shall apply.
A regulatory sign used shall
retain its standard colours,
either
permanent
or
temporary, as appropriate.
See page 5.2.33 for a
temporary example.

GD9

MAP-TYPE ADVANCE DIRECTION SIGN – GD9

GUIDANCE - 2

SADC – RTSM – VOL 4

MAY 2012

5.2.33

GROUND MOUNTED
NOTES:

COLOURS:

1

TEMPORARY
Border, arrow, text:
Background:
Regulatory sign:

2
3

4
5

For details of sign use refer
to SADC-RTSM Vol 1, page
4.8.16.
The example given is
representative only.
Other regulatory signs may
be specified. Any regulatory
sign used shall retain its
standard temporary colours.
However, it should be noted
that a NO ENTRY sign R3 is
only used in PERMANENT
colours.
See page 5.2.32 for a
permanent example.
Text such as “Detour” may
be
displayed
in
any
appropriate DIN 1451 style
lettering according to the
space available.

Black semi-matt
Yellow retroreflective
According to prescribed
colours for the particular
temporary sign

TGD9

TEMPORARY MAP-TYPE ADVANCE DIRECTION SIGN – TGD9

MAY 2012

SADC – RTSM – VOL 4

GUIDANCE - 2

5.2.34

GROUND MOUNTED
NOTES:

COLOURS:
PERMANENT
Border, symbol, text:
Route Numbers:
Background:
TEMPORARY
Border, arrow, text:
Background:

1
White retroreflective
Yellow retroreflective
Green retroreflective
or semi-matt

2

Black semi-matt
Yellow retroreflective
3

4

For details of sign use refer
to SADC-RTSM Vol 1, page
4.8.6 to 4.8.8.
For details of intermediate
signface layout rules refer to
SADC-RTSM Vol 1, Chapter
4, Section 4.3 and to pages
5.2.35 to 5.2.41.
The examples on this page
illustrate the first level of
intermediate
rule
which
permits a long name to
extend below the arrows
above.
See Section 5.5 for arrow
details.

GD1

STACK-TYPE INTERMEDIATE RULES – EXAMPLE – 1:GD1

GUIDANCE - 2

SADC – RTSM – VOL 4

MAY 2012

5.2.35

GROUND MOUNTED
NOTES:

COLOURS:

1
2

PERMANENT
Border, symbol, text:
Route Numbers:
Background:

3

4

See notes on page 5.2.34.
The examples on this page
show the next level of
intermediate
rule
which
permits a long destination
name without a route
number, in a stack, to extend
into the space normally
occupied by the route
number (see also page
5.2.36).
See other examples of
intermediate rule application
on pages 5.2.34 and 5.2.36
to 5.2.41. The different
effects of different rules may
be combined on one sign
provided maximum retention
of
justification
is
an
objective.
See Section 5.5 for arrow
details.

TEMPORARY
Border, arrow, text:
Background:

White retroreflective
Yellow retroreflective
Green retroreflective
or semi-matt
Black semi-matt
Yellow retroreflective

GD1

STACK-TYPE INTERMEDIATE RULES - EXAMPLE – 2: GD1

MAY 2012

SADC – RTSM – VOL 4

GUIDANCE - 2

5.2.36

GROUND MOUNTED
NOTES:

COLOURS:
PERMANENT
Border, symbol, text:
Route Numbers:
Background:
TEMPORARY
Border, arrow, text:
Background:

1
White retroreflective
Yellow retroreflective
Green retroreflective
or semi-matt

2

Black semi-matt
Yellow retroreflective

GD1
3

4
5

See notes on pages 5.2.34
and 5.2.35.
The example on this page
shows a third level of
intermediate rule where a
very long destination name
without a route number in
the top stack is allowed to
extend into space normally
occupied by the route
number, AND into the space
over the left turn arrow (see
also page 5.2.35).
A specific feature of the
intermediate rules shown on
pages 5.2.35 and 5.2.36 is
that as a destination name in
the top stack gets longer the
first letter “jumps” to one of
two justification positions i.e.
the other end of the name is
NOT NECESSARILY spaced
6,5d from the Type 1 arrow.
See also pages 5.2.34 and
5.2.37 to 5.2.41.
See Section 5.5 for arrow
details.

STACK-TYPE INTERMEDIATE RULES - EXAMPLE – 3: GD1

GUIDANCE - 2

SADC – RTSM – VOL 4

MAY 2012

5.2.37

GROUND MOUNTED
NOTES:

COLOURS:

1

PERMANENT
Border, symbol, text:
Route Numbers:
Background:

2

3
4

See notes on pages 5.2.34
and 5.2.35.
The examples on this page
show
two
levels
of
intermediate rule when only
the top stack displays a
route number. The upper
example shows the retention
of
justification
on
the
destination names because
the overall sign size is not
affected. The lower example,
which is not as readable,
allows the long destination
name to also move to the left
over the left turn arrow.
See also pages 5.2.34 to
5.2.36 and 5.2.38 to 5.2.41.
See Section 5.5 for arrow
details.

TEMPORARY
Border, arrow, text:
Background:

White retroreflective
Yellow retroreflective
Green retroreflective
or semi-matt
Black semi-matt
Yellow retroreflective

GD1

STACK-TYPE INTERMEDIATE RULES - EXAMPLE – 4: GD1

MAY 2012

SADC – RTSM – VOL 4

GUIDANCE - 2

5.2.38

GROUND MOUNTED
NOTES:

COLOURS:
PERMANENT
Border, symbol, text:
Route Numbers:
Background:
TEMPORARY
Border, arrow, text:
Background:

1
White retroreflective
Yellow retroreflective
Green retroreflective
or semi-matt

2

Black semi-matt
Yellow retroreflective

3

4
5

See notes on pages 5.2.34
and 5.2.35.
The
upper
example
illustrates a long destination
name with no route number
in
the
lower
stack
extendingbelow the arrows,
and the justification of this
name on the destinations
above. The example also
shows the effect of a symbol.
The lower example is similar.
Since there is no symbol the
two route numbers are
permitted to move over the
left turn arrow (in one “jump”
retaining their justification)
and all destinations retain
their vertical justification.
See also pages 5.2.34 to
5.2.37 and 5.2.39 to 5.2.41
See Section 5.5 for arrow
details.

GD1

STACK-TYPE INTERMEDIATE RULES - EXAMPLE – 5: GD1

GUIDANCE - 2

SADC – RTSM – VOL 4

MAY 2012

5.2.39

GROUND MOUNTED
NOTES:

COLOURS:

1

PERMANENT
Border, symbol, text:
Route Numbers:
Background:

2

3

See notes on pages 5.2.34
and 5.2.35.
These examples show the
same effects as those on
page 5.2.34 but applied to
DIRECTION sign GD2.
The
upper
dimensioned
detail shows how, as a name
in the lower stack gets
longer it can extend over the
arrow(s) above (space Y).
As the upper name gets
longer it can occupy the
space X without increasing
the sign size, but still
retaining the justification of
the text.

TEMPORARY
Border, arrow, text:
Background:

White retroreflective
Yellow retroreflective
Green retroreflective
or semi-matt
Black semi-matt
Yellow retroreflective

GD2

STACK-TYPE INTERMEDIATE RULES - EXAMPLE – 6: GD2

MAY 2012

SADC – RTSM – VOL 4

GUIDANCE - 2

5.2.40

GROUND MOUNTED
COLOURS:
PERMANENT
Border, symbol, text:
Route Numbers:
Background:
TEMPORARY
Border, arrow, text:
Background:

NOTES:
1
White retroreflective
Yellow retroreflective
Green retroreflective
or semi-matt
Black semi-matt
Yellow retroreflective

2

See notes on pages 5.2.34,
5.2.35 and 5.2.39.
This page shows the same
principles
illustrated
on
pages 5.2.34 to 5.2.39
applied to a GD1/GD2
COMPOSITE DIRECTION
sign.

GD1/GD2

STACK-TYPE INTERMEDIATE RULES - EXAMPLE – 7: GD1/GD2

GUIDANCE - 2

SADC – RTSM – VOL 4

MAY 2012

5.2.41

GROUND MOUNTED
NOTES:

COLOURS:

1

PERMANENT
Border, arrow, text:
Street Name:

2

See notes on pages 5.2.34,
5.2.35 and 5.2.39.
This page shows the same
principles
illustrated
on
pages 5.2.34 to 5.2.39
applied to URBAN examples
of Gd1 and GD2 signs.

Route Numbers:
Symbol:
Background:

White retroreflective
Black semi-matt on
white retroreflective.
Yellow retroreflective
White retroreflective
Green retroreflective
or semi-matt

NB No temporary colours

GD2

STACK-TYPE INTERMEDIATE RULES - EXAMPLE – 8: URBAN

MAY 2012
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5.3.1

OVERHEAD
NOTES:

COLOURS:

1

PERMANENT
Border, arrows, text:
Route Numbers:
Background:

2

3

4

5

For details of sign use refer
to SADC-RTSM Vol 1, page
4.8.18.
Downward pointing arrow
overhead signs are generally
being replaced by signs with
upward pointing arrows (see
other examples in this
section and Section 6.4).
Certain
non-freeway
situations requiring overhead
signs may still benefit from
the use of the downward
arrow system.
For details of downward
pointing arrows see Section
6.5.
This sign type may include a
distance in line with the
arrow.
Additional lines of legend or
additional arrows may be
used. See other examples.

White retroreflective
Yellow retroreflective
Green retroreflective
or semi-matt

GD10

DOWNWARD POINTING ARROW – ADVANCE EXIT DIRECTION
WITH OR WITHOUT DISTANCE

MAY 2012

SADC – RTSM – VOL 4
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5.3.2

OVERHEAD
NOTES:

COLOURS:
PERMANENT
Border, arrows, text:
Route Numbers:
Background:
Insert background:

GD10

1
White retroreflective
Yellow retroreflective
Green retroreflective
or semi-matt
Blue retroreflective
(Class A1 freeway)

2
3

For details of sign use refer
to SADC-RTSM Vol 1, page
4.8.18.
See notes on page 5.3.1.
A trailblazer insert panel of
the type shown should not
be used if the turn is directly
onto the freeway. If such an
overhead sign is required the
whole sign should have a
blue background and wouls
include only destinations to
be reached via the freeway.
The trailblazer insert panel
may also indicate the
interchange number in black
“B MOD” letters on a white
background located to the
right end of the insert panel
(see Figure 5.1 and page
5.2.15).

DOWNWARD POINTING ARROW – ADVANCE EXIT DIRECTION
INCLUDING TRAILBLAZER INSERT PANEL
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5.3.3

OVERHEAD
NOTES:

COLOURS:

1

PERMANENT
Border, arrows, text:
Route Numbers:
Background:

2
3

For details of sign use refer
to SADC-RTSM Vol 1, page
4.8.18.
See notes on pages 5.3.1
and 5.3.2.
If more than one sign is
mounted on a common
overhead support it is
recommended for aesthetic
reasons that the signs be
manufactured to the same
height as the tallest sign
mounted on the support.

Insert background:

White retroreflective
Yellow retroreflective
Green retroreflective
or semi-matt
Blue retroreflective
(Class A1 freeway)

GD11

DOWNWARD POINTING ARROW – EXIT DIRECTION
WITH OR WITHOUT TRAILBLAZER INSERT PANEL
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5.3.4

OVERHEAD
NOTES:

COLOURS:
PERMANENT
Border, arrows, text:
Route Numbers:
Background:

1
White retroreflective
Yellow retroreflective
Green retroreflective
or semi-matt

2

For details of sign use refer
to SADC-RTSM Vol 1, page
4.8.18.
See notes on page 5.3.5.

GD11

DOWNWARD POINTING ARROW – THROUGH DIRECTION
ONE OR TWO LANES
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