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Typical Urban Street Junctions

Detail 3.15.1 shows a typical local traffic area in an urban or
metropolitan environment. The simplified urban road
network illustrated includes a range of urban street types
ranging from a residential Class "D" street up to intersecting
Class "B" arterial numbered routes (see Chapter 9). Minor
junction types are detailed in Figure 3.15. The majority of
these are straight forward typical urban street junctions. The
following details illustrate specific less common junction
treatments:
(a) Details 3.15.4 and 3.15.5 show two examples of
non-standard arrangement of STOP or YIELD control
where turning traffic at a T-junction is given priority over
on-coming straight-on traffic - this arrangement is only
appropriate when traffic flows are particularly heavy on
the side road;
(b) Detail 3.15.6A illustrates a preferred treatment for a
minor side road entering an arterial dual carriageway
road when no median crossing is provided; the traffic
island is designed to force a "left-out"/"left-in" movement
which can significantly reduce the risk of a wrong-way
turn to the right.
In Figures 3.16 and 3.17 a progressive build-up in the size of
arterial road junctions is catered for. In a similar way to rural
situations, illustrated in Section 3.2, traffic should be
protected from unwittingly entering exclusive turn lanes. The
road marking layout should be designed to "force" drivers
into making a specific decision to enter such a dedicated
turn lane. Typical of such techniques are:
(a) right turn lanes developed on the approach to a junction
should be "protected" against unintentional entry by a
painted or physical traffic island (see Details 3.16.1 and
3.17.2);
(b) right or left turn lane markings using 200 mm wide
CONTINUITY LINE WM2 and CHANNELISING LINE
RM3 to inhibit unintentional movement into the
dedicated turn lane to the right or left.
Similar techniques are also illustrated for dedicated turn
lanes in a CBD environment in Subsection 3.3.5 and in
Chapter 2.
The provision of "stacking lanes" is illustrated in several
details of multi-lane junctions. It is recommended that the
marking of such stacking lanes be standardised as widely as
possible. The recommended marking pattern for stacking
lanes comprises 9 m of CHANNELISING LINE RM3,
preceded by 18 m of "Extra" LANE LINE GM1 or
CONTINUITY LINE WM2. The concept described in
paragraph 3.3.2.2 of using wider lines bordering dedicated
turn lanes is particularly recommended over the stacking
lane length (according to this principle a LANE LINE should
not be marked with a line wider than 100 mm). Stacking
lanes may be made longer than 27 m (or three standard
urban road marking modules) if high traffic volumes are
likely to generate long queues, particularly at signalised
junctions. The lanes should, where practical, be extended in
9 m increments. At minor junctions stacking lanes less than
27 m long may be specified
but for purposes of legal enforcement the minimum length
of NO OVERTAKING LINE RM1, NO CROSSING LINE
RM2 and CHANNELISING LINE RM3 in an urban area
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must be 9 m.
In an urban environment it may be necessary, in close
proximity to a junction, to prohibit right turns from within the
stacking lane length, or further, in order to gain access to
property. This can be achieved by replacing the dividing
NO OVERTAKING LINE RM1 with a section of NO
CROSSING LINE RM2. An example is illustrated in Detail
3.16.1.
Stacking lanes which are dedicated turn lanes shall be
provided with appropriate MANDATORY DIRECTION
ARROWS RM8 (yellow). It is recommended that shared
turn and through lanes also be provided with RM8 arrows.
If these provisions result in only one lane without an arrow
it is recommended that RM8 arrows be placed in all lanes.
All RM8 arrows shall be preceded by at least one
MANDATORY DIRECTION ARROW AHEAD WM7
(white). Detailed positioning of these arrows is given in
Chapter 2. WM7 arrows shall not be used to indicate
the addition of a turning lane. Added lanes should be
indicated by BIFURCATION ARROWS GM3 (see Details
13.16.1 and 13.17.1).
Figures 3.18 and 3.19 show regulatory signing and
marking for typical CBD type urban junctions. These
figures are limited to the immediate environs of the
junction. Similar details covering NO STOPPING and NO
PARKING indications are covered in Subsection 3.3.5 and
in Chapter 2 (see also Chapter 8, Figure 8.29).
The following design factors are relevant for typical CBD
junctions:
(a) ONE WAY signs R4.1 or R4.2 shall always be
provided pointing into the junction (ie.
(b) on the "downstream" side);
(c) under normal circumstances NO ENTRY sign R3 is not
required in addition to signs R4.1 or R4.2;
(d) where practical it is recommended that the potential
through path from a dedicated turn lane be visually or
physically blocked by a PAINTED (traffic) ISLAND
RM5 or by an extension of the sidewalk (this will have
the added benefit of shortening pedestrian crossing
lengths).
Subsection 3.3.5 covers additional aspects of junction
signing with regard to parking and its control.

Checklist
 does the junction have lanes dedicated to right or left
turning traffic only?
 can the treatment of a "non-standard" junction be modified
to conform more closely to standards illustrated?
 are locally developed right turn lanes protected by a
painted island?
 are GUIDE LINES GM2 warranted (see Figure 3.17)?
 is the provision of optional NO LEFT TURN sign R209 or
NO RIGHT TURN sign R210 warranted?
 is it advisable to warn of a two-way cross street ahead
using sign W213?
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3.3.3Traffic Circles
1

The details given in Figure 3.20 relate to the use of traffic
circles, large or small, as a form of traffic control and not
specifically to "mini-circles" as commonly used in "traffic
calming" schemes. Mini-circles used in a traffic calming
context are covered in Chapter 12.

2

Traffic circles can provide a very effective form of ordering
priority of use of a junction without the potential
inefficiencies of a traffic signal or a STOP control on one of
the intersecting streets. This is because:
(a) if there is no opposing traffic there is no delay;
(b) as potentially conflicting vehicles approach, many
conflicts can be removed simply by drivers signaling
their intended movement;
(c) for the remaining movements priority can be
established and drivers proceed, taking advantage of all
available gaps in the traffic, according to reasonable
rules.
When considering the regulatory signing and marking of a
traffic circle it is important to start from the provisions of
Regulation 301 (Road Traffic Act, Act 93 of 1996). The
requirements of this section are, inter alia, that "The driver
of a vehicle shall .... yield right of way to all vehicular traffic
approaching from his right, within such junction, .....". This
means that, if the circle is sufficiently large for a driver to be
reasonably able to judge the above requirement, the "Rule
of the Road" requires no further support from regulatory
signs or markings for priority of movement to be exercised
(and for it to be enforceable) (see Figure 3.13).

3

4

It has been common practice in the past to erect YIELD
signs R2 on all approaches to a traffic circle and to also
mark YIELD LINE marking RTM2 at the point of entry to the
circle. In terms of Regulation 301 the provision of such
signs varies the "rule" given in paragraph 3.3.3.2 because
Section 94 goes on to state ".... within such junction,
unless his entry into such junction is controlled by ....... a
direction conveyed by a road traffic sign requiring him to
act differently." YIELD sign R2 and YIELD LINE marking
RTM2 are both road traffic signs and marking RTM2 has
the same legal significance as sign R2. These regulatory
road traffic signs require, inter alia, in terms of Schedule 3
to the Regulations of Act 93 of 1996, that ".... the driver of a
vehicle approaching such a sign ..... shall yield right-of-way
to all .... traffic on the roadway which is joined by the
roadway on which he is travelling ..... where such traffic
is so close as to constitute a danger or potential
danger". Only when a traffic circle is sufficiently large for
the circular portion to be considered a "roadway", in its own
right, can the effect of using signs R2 on all approaches be
considered to be similar to that required by the Regulation
301 rule. As circles become smaller the circular portion
tends to become less of a "roadway" and more simply a
"junction". At the lower limit of the scale, namely at a
mini-circle, it becomes difficult to determine:
(a) whether a vehicle is on an approach to the junction or
within it; and
(b) whether the circular portion can be considered as a
roadway.
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The YIELD AT TRAFFIC CIRCLE sign R2.2 has been
introduced to cater principally for these difficulties at small
traffic circles. Sign R2.2 requires that ".... the driver of a
vehicle approaching a traffic circle .... shall yield right of way
to any vehicle which will cross any yield line at such a
junction before him and which, in the normal course of
events, will cross the path of such driver's vehicle". The
effect of this requirement is to move the point of reference,
for a decision to be made by the driver approaching the
sign, back to any of the yield lines on the perimeter of the
circle rather than to the roadway within the circle. It is
evident that it is particularly important to the operational
efficiency of traffic circles that drivers comply with the
requirements of Regulation 300 and "give a conspicuous
signal ..... of his intention to turn his vehicle to the left
or to the right ...." (another "Rule of the Road"). Any
authority preparing publicity material relating to traffic circles
and their use is recommended to highlight this aspect.

6

It should be noted that provision of regulatory road
markings TRAFFIC CIRCLE MANDATORY DIRECTIONAL
ARROWS RM15 is likely to assist effective enforcement at
mini-circles. The marking of the actual circle, if it is not a
raised traffic island, should be according to the
requirements of PAINTED ISLAND marking RM5. Detail
3.20.5 illustrates painting options.

Checklist
 are control signs actually necessary?
 which sign is most appropriate, R2 or R2.2?
 on larger circles, can the splitter islands accommodate
direction signs (see Figure 3.13)?
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Fig 3.20
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Other Traffic Control Situations

Figure 3.21 shows a diverse selection of urban road situations
which from time to time create some difficulty at the design
stage.
Detail 3.21.1 covers a typical minor crossroad junction with an
urban dual carriageway. The feature of interest is that it is
recommended that "stacking lanes" be marked on the dual
carriageway approaches to the junction even though traffic in
these lanes has priority. The function of this treatment is to
increase the awareness of drivers of the existence of the
intersecting road and to reduce the likelihood that drivers may
change lanes through the junction since this action may affect
the judgment of crossing drivers. If the median is very wide a
STOP or YIELD condition may be created for crossing or
turning traffic within the median opening.
Detail 3.21.2 deals with a situation which is not common but
does occasionally occur, namely the provision of breaks in the
median of a dual carriageway road which are not located at an
intersecting side road. The purpose of such breaks is to permit
U-turns through the median in a controlled manner. The
sequence of median breaks indicated in the detail is
recommended to reduce potential conflict situations. Breaks of
this nature must be carefully located and well signed. A
prohibition on the use of the facility by goods vehicles is
recommended and should be signed using the selective
restriction sign R213-568. U-turns of this nature should only be
considered where visibility of oncoming traffic is of the highest
order and the carriageways are wide enough to permit one
point turns.
Detail 3.21.3 illustrates a Left Turn on Red After Stop
(LTORAS) traffic signal installation. The principle features of
such junctions, in addition to the provision signal head type
S1(L), are that visibility to the right should be good (for a cross
street) and pedestrian signal heads should be omitted from the
leg of the junction on which LTORAS operates.
The detail treatment of bus lanes is covered in Chapter 8. The
example covered by Detail 3.21.4 is included to make
designers aware of the particular requirements such a situation
may have for regulatory and warning signs. Detail 3.21.4
illustrates what is traditionally considered as a "contra-flow" bus
lane operating in the opposite direction to a so-called "one-way"
flow of normal traffic. The terminology used probably stems
from the fact that a previously one-way road (comprising in the
example four lanes) has had one lane reversed and reserved
for exclusive use by buses. It is common practice under such
circumstances to retain ONE WAY signs R4.1 or R4.2 even
though the road is operating with two-way traffic. It is not too
difficult to make drivers on an intersecting side road aware of
the circumstances although careful signing is required.
However, there is evidence to suggest that the practice can be
very confusing for pedestrians who may cross the street under
the impression that it is a one way street and be unaware that
buses are travelling in the opposite direction. Detail 3.21.4
shows a signing treatment which treats the road with the bus
lane as a two way road and provides additional signs relating to
use of the lane as a "busway". To enhance awareness of the
bus operation it is recommended that the EXCLUSIVE USE
LANE marking RM9 be taken through the junction and that
EXCLUSIVE USE WORD "BUS" marking RM17.2 and
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INFORMATION ARROW marking GM4.1 be used extensively
in the line of the bus lane to increase awareness of the
presence of buses and their direction of travel (for further detail
see Chapter 8, Figure 8.29).
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No Stopping and No Parking Control

Figures 3.22 to 3.24 illustrate a range of typical "No Stopping",
"No Parking" and combined situations. The details have all
been prepared based on sections of one way street since these
most commonly have these types of control imposed on them.
The principles illustrated are, however, relevant throughout the
urban street network.
Stopping and parking (or "No Stopping" and "No Parking) are
controlled in the general sense by Sections 97 and 98
respectively of Act 29 of 1989. There are several factors which
designers should be aware of relating to no stopping and no
parking in these "Rules of the Road". In the context of the
positions of regulatory signs and markings to control stopping
and parking, however, the following comments are relevant:
(a) as a general rule stopping and parking are prohibited
(without the need for signs or markings) within 9m of the
approach side of a pedestrian crossing demarcated by a
road traffic sign - which means that this applies on the
entry side to all signalised junctions with pedestrian
crossings marked by PEDESTRIAN CROSSING marking
RTM3;
(b) as a general rule parking is prohibited within 5 m of any
intersection, unless permitted by a road traffic sign (such
as a PARKING BAY marking RM6); because the
definition of an "intersection" specifies that it is the area
contained within the extensions of the road reserve or
property boundary lines, the requirement of the rule
means that parking is prohibited 5m back from such
boundaries on all approaches to the junction;
(c) no person shall park a motor vehicle on a traffic island
...... .
The provision of signs and markings to control stopping and/or
parking can therefore be developed around these basic rules
although authorities may obviously put signs or markings within
such limits for emphasis. Such practices will not, however,
represent the most economic approach to the provision of signs
and markings.
Detail 3.22.1 shows two NO STOPPING conditions. The one
side of the street has a permanent (24hr) NO STOPPING
control indicated by NO STOPPING signs R217 and NO
STOPPING LINE marking RM12. The provision of both signs
and markings is for emphasis, either can be provided on its
own. The other side of this street has a NO STOPPING control
only between 06:30 and 09:00 with an indication of parking
restrictions between 09:00 and 18:00. The NO STOPPING
prohibition is a selective restriction applying only for the time
indicated and signed by signs R217-501. The LIMITED
PARKING RESERVATION sign R306-P-501 is also provided.
This is also a form of selective restriction sign, which permits
parking, but only between the times indicated and with the
limitation that parkers may only occupy the space for a
maximum period of 120 minutes. Since parking bays are
marked, NO STOPPING LINE RM12 should be provided as a
broken line across the open side of each parking bay or in a
similar manner on the kerb face at the rear of the bays. The
maximum distance permitted between signs for this type of
application is 150 m.
Detail 3.22.2 indicates a similar selective restriction condition in
combination with a bus lane which operates during the period
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of the NO STOPPING prohibition. This detail also shows a full
time bus lane, with a full time prohibition on stopping, on the
intersecting street.
Detail 3.23.1 illustrates an example of combined NO
STOPPING (selective restriction) and NO PARKING controls
on a street. Details 3.23.2 and 3.23.3 show how localised
sections of NO STOPPING LINE RM12 or NO PARKING LINE
RM13 may be used to control stopping or parking in an area
otherwise reserved for emergency vehicles (outside a church or
theatre for example) or in the vicinity of the entrance to a
property.
Figure 3.24 shows examples of NO PARKING control similar to
those indicated in Figure 3.22 for NO STOPPING. The
examples given include a variety of lane configurations
including dedicated turn lanes. The recommended treatment of
the commencement of such a lane is indicated in Figure 3.24
by the tapering section of standard CONTINUITY LINE marking
WM2. This recommended practice is consistent with the
practices recommended in Subsection 3.3.2 to inhibit
unintended entry into a dedicated turn lane. The relevant road
markings are covered in greater detail in Chapter 2.
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Fig 3.24
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Signing for Bicycle and Motor-cycle Control

Figure 3.25 depicts a selection of cycle facilities including:
(a) shared pedestrian and bicycle paths, separated from the
roadway;
(b) a bicycle lane;
(c) parallel pedestrian and bicycle crossings at a signalised
junction; and
(d) parallel pedestrian and bicycle mid-block signalised
crossing.
Figure 3.26 gives a higher level of detail for the combined
pedestrian/bicycle crossings. It should be noted that BICYCLE
Guide LINES GM5 are guidance markings and do not have the
same legal force as PEDESTRIAN CROSSING LINES RTM3.
It is therefore recommended that where practical both crossing
markings be used.
Figure 3.27 illustrates two motorcycle control applications.
Detail 3.27.1 is likely to have rare application but may
occasionally be appropriate. The signs used to require
motorcycles to take a specific direction should be mandatory
control signs such as R108 and R103. These can be made
selective in their restriction by the addition of
SECONDARY MESSAGE sign (R)356 depicting that the
instruction of signs R108 and R103 applies only to
motorcycles. The prohibited movement shall be indicated by
NO MOTORCYCLES sign R222 and the NO MOTORCYCLES
regulatory road marking RM14, which can be marked in each
appropriate lane.
Detail 3.27.2 shows how a rank of parking bays can be signed
to be restricted to use by motorcycles only.

Signing for Concealed Entrances

Figure 3.28 shows two typical situations where signing of
concealed property accesses or driveways may be warranted.
Detail 3.28.1 shows a winding section of roadway with relatively
closely spaced entrances. The road curvature can inhibit
visibility and judgment of turning or entering traffic.
Detail 3.28.2 is very localised but not uncommon. Because of
the sharp bend sight distance to the entrances is limited. This
example illustrates the option to use the sign design
characteristics of CONCEALED DRIVEWAY advance warning
signs W216 to W218 with other signs such as SHARP CURVE
advance warning signs W204 and W205 (see Volume 1,
Chapter 3, Subsection 3.3.10 which allows for variation in the
shape of the main arrow in signs W216 to W218).
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Fig 3.26
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Traffic Control at Shopping Centres

1

Figure 3.29 also appears in Chapter 8 as an example of
the sort of influence catering for public transport facilities
within the shopping centre environment might have on
signing. The figure includes signing requirements
controlling the movement of goods vehicles within the area
and a representative selection of other controls such as
NO STOPPING signs R217 for general traffic control. In
this way it is representative of an environment which may
require a wide selection of regulatory signs. This need
places a particular burden on signing designers to know
the function of the various regulatory (and selective
restriction) signs well and to apply them with care.

2

In the example illustrated the majority of access to and
from the site is controlled by traffic signals although one
"left in/left out" access is shown to the top section of road.
Given the proximity of the mini-bus stop this exit would be
controlled by STOP sign R1. Internal junctions may be
priority allocated with STOP control on one roadway or
they may be controlled by 4-way STOP control. It is
traditional to control individual parking aisles using STOP
sign R1 and STOP LINE marking RTM1. However, there is
no reason why, taking due account of internal parking
roadways more use cannot be made of YIELD control in
this type of low speed environment. In this regard it should
be noted that in terms of Schedule 3 of the Regulations to
the Road Traffic Act, Act 29 of 1989, STOP LINE marking
RTM1 and YIELD LINE marking RTM2 have the same
legal force as signs R1 and R2 respectively. It is therefore
not essential in this type of environment that signs and
markings be provided.

Fig 3.29
Traffic Control at Shopping
Centres
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MARKING
PARKING
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1

The examples in this section cover basic applications of
regulatory signing appropriate to stopping and parking control.
These situations are most commonly found in urban areas but
may also occasionally be applicable in other situations.

2

The examples covered in Figures 3.30 to 3.34 can be read in
conjunction with many of the figures in Section 3.3, in particular
Figures 3.22, 3,23 and 3.24. The detail given in this section
tends to be at a larger scale which permits a greater degree of
detail. The examples given in Figures 3.33 and 3.34 illustrate
additional variations to those already illustrated in Section 3.3.

3

Provision of signs for the control of the parking of vehicles
cannot be undertaken without full knowledge of rules applicable
to the provision of NO STOPPING sign R217 and/or NO
PARKING sign R216. The use of these signs is covered by
Regulations 304 and 305, under the "Rules of the Road". In
particular these sections detail portions of the public road in
relation to intersections or junctions on which stopping or
parking are automatically prohibited, unless in the case of
parking a parking bay has been marked by PARKING BAY
marking RM6 (see Figure 3.2 and Subsection 3.3.5).

4

In addition Regulation 288 contains many detail provision
applicable to regulatory signs for the control of parking. It
should be noted that "parking" in the context of the regulations
includes "no stopping", "no parking" as well as signs indicating
one or more restrictions on the way in which parking, which has
been provided, may be used. Typical of such restrictions, which
may be applied singly or together, are:

(a) parking regulatory signs shall be displayed at each end of a
section of public road between junctions and on the side of
the road to which they apply;
(b) subject to the provisions of paragraph 3.4.1.5, if the section
of public road does not exceed 75m in length, only one
parking regulatory sign need be provided;
(c) parking regulatory signs may be placed to be applicable to
a portion of public road other than the side of the road - this
has the effect that such signs may be located on traffic
islands (or other raised areas) to apply to any parking bay
adjacent to such islands provided that the sign is not more
than 500 mm from the nearest bay - when more than one
adjoining bay is provided the sign may apply for 75 m on
each side of the sign (in this case bays marked within two
and a half metres of each other are deemed to be adjoining
bays);
(d) no junction shall be included in any section of public road
controlled by regulatory parking signs.
7

It is a general interpretation of the above statements that if a
section of public road is longer than 150 m parking regulatory
signs should be repeated at regular intervals along the section
so that the maximum distance between signs does not exceed
150 m. In terms of the provisions of Regulations 304 and 305 of
the "Rules of the Road", a section of public road may
commence within 9 m of a pedestrian crossing (on the
approach side) so far as NO STOPPING signing is concerned,
and 5 m beyond the limits of an intersection so far as parking
signs are concerned (see Figure 3.2).

8

It should also be noted that "public road" is defined in the Road
Traffic Act, inter alia, to mean "...any road, street or
thoroughfare or .... any place (whether a thoroughfare or
not) which is commonly used by the public .....".

(a) parking in the public road must be paid for in the manner
provided for, including by parking meter, pay-and-display,
or some other form of pre-paid token;
(b) parking, even if paid for, is restricted or limited to a
maximum period of time;
(c) parking is restricted to a particular time or times of the day
(these times may be different for different days of the
week);

A number of other provisions regarding the display of regulatory
parking signs are covered in Section 412. Those officials
responsible for the provision of parking signs and their
enforcement must be familiar with Section 412 in detail. The
most relevant aspects affecting designers are:

(d) parking is restricted to a particular class of vehicle.
5

Regulatory signs relating to the stopping or parking of a vehicle
may be displayed in one of two ways as follows:
(a) parallel to the lateral edge of a public road in which case
only one sign, or "sign set", is required per sign position;
(b) at right angles to the lateral edge of the road in which case
each sign, or "sign set", shall display a similar sign set on
the reverse side.
A "sign set" refers to, for example, a NO STOPPING selective
restriction sign R217-501 mounted with a PARKING
RESERVATION selective restriction sign R306-P-501, each
sign applying only for part of the day. Signs displayed in either
of the ways detailed above may be supplemented by
SUPPLEMENTARY PLATE signs IN11.5 displaying arrows
pointing in the direction of applicability of the sign(s).
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General Parking Control - 2
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Fig 3.32
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Fig 3.34
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TEMPORARY SIGNING
APPLICATIONS

3.5.1

General

1

TEMPORARY regulatory and warning signs are commonly
perceived to be applicable to roadworks sites only. This
perception is not correct, although roadworks applications of
temporary signs do certainly constitute the majority of
applications. The message which should be inferred by an
observer of TEMPORARY signs is that, in some way,
normal or anticipated conditions may not apply. To
understand what type of situations may be considered
PERMANENT and what TEMPORARY is sometimes difficult.
This difficulty is most common with non-roadworks applications
of TEMPORARY signs. The most common sources of
confusion are situations which warrant the placing of
PERMANENT regulatory (or occasionally warning) signs but
which signs do not apply at all times. This type of situation is
generally considered to be "part-time" rather than temporary
and is normally identified as such by the provision of
PERMANENT regulatory SELECTIVE RESTRICTION signs.
These indicate the regular times when the regulation is
applicable, commonly on a daily basis. TEMPORARY signs are
more commonly superimposed upon an existing sub-system
of PERMANENT signs for a short, and often irregular, period of
time. Typical of such non-roadworks situations are:

signing requirement is necessary but the figure details
represent the basic principles which are recommended for the
situations concerned. It should be noted that regulatory control
signs ie. STOP R1, YIELD R2, NO ENTRY R3, ONE WAY R4
and PEDESTRIAN PRIORITY R5 and any of their derivatives,
do not have temporary versions.
3

Several of the figures show portable TEMPORARY signs. It is a
requirement of the road traffic signing system that the reverse
side of portable temporary signs be marked in alternating black
and yellow stripes 150 mm in width. The yellow stripes shall be
retroreflective if the signs are to be used during the hours of
dusk, dawn or night-time.

(a) accident scenes;
(b) traffic signals out of order;
(c) traffic control at schools;
(d) traffic control at sporting events;
(e) the movement of livestock.
For further details see Volume 1, Chapter 1, Section 1.3.
2

The applications covered in this section are temporary
situations in which regulatory and warning signs, and very
occasionally temporary road markings, may be required to be
used for regular or irregular short periods of time. The
applications are likely to occur in both rural and urban areas.

3

Temporary regulatory and warning signs and markings for
roadworks are covered in detail in Chapter 13 : Roadworks
Signing.

3.5.2

Examples

1

Signing of accident scenes is commonly inhibited by the limited
number of signs which the vehicle responding to the accident is
able to carry. For this reason it is important that the signs used
be maintained in very good condition and it is recommended
that they be manufactured from the best quality materials. The
details given in Figure 3.35 apply to an immediate action
requirement for signing, and are the responsibility of the police
or other emergency service vehicle which is first on the scene.
If the traffic disruption created by the accident is severe and is
likely to last for many hours it is recommended that the signing
be converted to that provided by an appropriate roadworks
detail given in Chapter 13 i.e. the recommended signing for a
lane drop or double lane drop, as soon as is practical.

2

The details given in Figures 3.36 to 3.41 are self-explanatory.
There will always be specific situations where some additional
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Fig 3.37
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3.6.1

3.6

ENHANCED STANDARD DETAILS

3.6.1

General

1

The illustrations in this section provide a higher level of detail
than is possible in other sections due to the scale of illustration
used in those sections. The details may well be applicable in a
wide variety of situations illustrated in this and other chapters.

2

Figures 3.42 and 3.43 show enhanced detail of specific
restrictions using regulatory signing and warning signing
respectively. The principles illustrated may also be used for:
(a) a mass limit (sign R202) - this may commonly be a
temporary application using sign TR202;

can accept two-way traffic of normal legal width but is narrower
than might be expected and requires above average caution.
This situation is not uncommon and is particularly a potential
hazard on the approaches to the structure, on roads with
surfaced shoulders on which vehicles are permitted to travel, to
the left of EDGE LINE marking RM4.1, whilst being overtaken
by faster traffic during the hours of daylight.
3

Detail 3.43.2 illustrates the application of WIDTH LIMIT
regulatory sign R239 and WIDTH RESTRICTED warning sign
W360 in the immediate vicinity of a narrow structure. This
signing application should be used in the manner indicated in
Figure 3.9 where early advice is given so that vehicles affected
by the limit may follow an acceptable alternative route. It should
be noted that signs R239 and W360 could be applied to whole
sections of remote narrow rural road to protect them from
damage due to wide vehicles regularly running off the edge of
the road base. The use of MASS LIMIT sign R202 would
probably be equally appropriate in such circumstances.

4

Figure 3.44 shows two ways in which use of a narrow structure
can be controlled to operate for traffic in one direction at a time.
Detail 3.44.1 illustrates what amounts to a "2-WAY" STOP
control whereby all vehicles are required to stop. Vehicles may
only proceed when it is safe to do so under such control, which
will result in a "first in - first away" operation as is common at
4-WAY STOP junctions. Detail 3.44.2 shows the alternative use
of YIELD TO ONCOMING TRAFFIC sign R6 which removes
any priority from vehicles travelling in one direction (this form of
control is also used at traffic calming installations - see Chapter
12). These forms of control do not require a remote indication
such as illustrated in Figure 3.9 unless the site also has a
mass, height, width or length limit.

(b) an axle mass limit (signs R203 or TR203);
(c) a length limit (R205 or TR205).
3

In the cases of the situations listed in paragraph 3.6.1.2 the
restricted sections of road are likely to be of some length. The
signing technique should therefore be to repeat the message
previously given in terms of the procedure recommended in
Figure 3.9 in Section 3.2. The repeat message should be in
close proximity to the start of the restricted section of road and
preferably where a larger vehicle may be turned around if
necessary.

3.6.2

Indication of Height Restriction

1

Figure 3.42 should be read in conjunction with Figure 3.9 in
Section 3.2. Figure 3.42 supplies the detail of signs and
markings appropriate to the specific site where the height
restriction applies. Advance warning signs W320 should be
placed at a distance from the site as given by Table 3.3, or
further. It is recommended that these signs be provided with a
SUPPLEMENTARY PLATE sign IN11.2 indicating the distance
to the site. A relevant value HEIGHT LIMIT sign R204 shall be
displayed on the structure as indicated in the figure with hazard
marker signs DANGER PLATE W401 on each side "pointing"
downwards. Sign R204 may be repeated at the side of the
roadway, preferably at the effective stopping sight distance (for
large vehicles) from the site. This sign may be equipped with
flashing yellow warning lights if the site has a history of failure
to observe the signs provided.

2

Typical situations which may require such signs are low overbridges, low overhead signs or height gauges used in
conjunction with the railway crossings.

3.6.3
1

Indication of Width Restriction

A width restriction may be indicated in terms of two different
forms of measurement, either:
(a) in terms of the limited width of a structure (or roadway)
which may be:
(i) less than anticipated (see Detail 3.43.1);
(ii) capable of taking any normal vehicle (as different to an
"abnormal vehicle") but only in one direction at a time
(see Figure 3.44); or
(b) in terms of the maximum width of vehicle permitted through
a structure or along a roadway (see Detail 3.43.2).

2

In Detail 3.43.1 drivers are warned of a narrow structure which
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INTRODUCTION

CHAPTER 4:
TOURISM SIGNING
4.1

INTRODUCTION

4.1.1

General

1

Chapter 1, Volume 2 explains the objectives of Volume 2 and
how the various chapters should be read in conjunction with
their respective chapters in Volumes 1 and 4. This chapter on
Tourism Signing is intended to supplement Section 4.9 of
Chapter 4 in Volume 1 which explains the principles affecting
tourism and tourism signing. None of those principles will be
repeated here, except for clarification purposes. This chapter
applies to tourism signing both in the rural and urban
environments, as the principles are similar in the context of the
overall application of signing principles within the road network.
However, some details and typical applications appropriate to
tourism signing in urban areas, and how these fit in to the
overall destination signing in urban areas, are described in
Chapter 9: Urban Guidance Signing.

2

At all times throughout the assessment and implementation of
tourism signs, the practitioner should remember that tourism
signs are "supplementary" signs and are not designed to
replace the primary guidance system. The tourist signs are
designed to assist the motorist and should not be seen as
advertising signs.

3

The primary direction signs system on the road network
throughout South Africa is a system that promotes the
principles of conformity, accuracy, uniformity, consistency and
continuity. This system needs to be checked and put in place
before consideration is given to the implementation of
supplementary signs such as tourism signs and local direction
signs. In many instances, a lack of effectiveness of the primary
system has led to demands for tourism signs reaching
unmanageable proportions. Hence, an improved primary
guidance system can do much to prevent unnecessary
demands for tourism signs and, frequently, advertising signs
from resulting in a potential detriment to the environment.
Unless the rule of consistency is applied rigorously, the
practitioner will have difficulty in managing the complete signs
system.

4.1.2

How to Use This Chapter

1

It must be emphasised that the implementation of tourism
signs, in the overall context of road signing principles, is a
complex and sensitive issue. The implementation of the
principles contained in Volume 1, Section 4.9 (Subsection
4.9.4), together with the application procedures outlined in this
chapter, are not always straight forward. Hence, it is
recommended that the practitioner obtains a sound knowledge
of the guiding principles contained in Volume 1, Section 4.9
before entering the implementation stages (see also Table 4.2).

2

This chapter describes implementation procedures, where a
step-by-step method is described to guide the practitioner
through the integration of tourism signs into the guidance
system and the management of demands from facility owners.
This procedure is designed to allow the practitioner to choose
an application nearest to his/her own situation, and thereafter a
preferred approach can be chosen in a logical sequence,
dependent on time, funds and resource availability. There are

MAY 2012

checklists from past experiences to offer guidance and explain
the implications behind adopting certain methods, together with
examples in the form of placing sequences.

4.1.3

Structure of Tourism Organisations

1

Tourism organisations play an important role in the
management, marketing and co-ordination of tourist
information, including that given by tourism signs, from a
national level down to local and even individual facility levels.
The effective structuring of these organisations and how this
structure is integrated with tourism and road departments in all
spheres of government, sets the basis for an integrated
approach to the provision, marketing, enhancement, and last
but not least, the signing of tourism facilities on the road
network.

2

Different levels of tourism organisation are illustrated in Figures
4.1 and 4.2. The functions of these organisations differ within
the different levels but as far as tourism signing is concerned
common functions of each organisation can be described as
follows:
(a) to liaise with all role players to identify the need for tourism
signing in the relevant area of jurisdiction;
(b) to develop an understanding of and to incorporate guidance
signing principles into criteria developed for the signing of
tourism facilities;
(c) to initiate the process of preparing a tourism signing plan for
the area under their jurisdiction;
(d) to actively participate, at appropriate levels, in tourism
communities comprising tourism, roads and other relevant
officials, to consider and process applications for tourism
signs.

3

In Figure 4.1 a typical structure is given for the activities of a
Provincial Tourism Organisation (in the example Gauteng and
its established Regional Tourism Organisations are used).

4

The processing of applications for tourism signs is not handled
by the organisations directly but by a Regional Tourism Liaison
Committee (RTLC). This Committee should comprise
representations from the Regional Tourism Organisation, the
relevant Road or Local Authority (at whatever level of official
such Authority deems relevant) and Local Tourism
Organisations in the region. For practical reasons the
representative of an LTO in whose area an applicant resides
should attend meetings when such applications are dealt with,
but need not attend all meetings of the RTLC. In addition,
representatives of SATOUR, the Automobile Association, the
Provincial Tourism Organisation, FEDHASA and the National
Department of Transport may have a standing invitation to
attend, or may be requested to attend when a specific
application requires their input on a question of standards or
grading (AA,SATOUR or FEDHASA) or related interest
(NDOT). The application process is covered in more detail in
Section 4.2.
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Fig 4.2
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