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Ideal explosives control cycle 



SAPS Explosives Control Tools

Legislation
Commercial Explosives System Inspections

International 

Instruments National Standards

Interdepartmental 

Cooperation

Permits & 

Licences 

Meetings & 

Consultations 



Explosives Transport Regulations

1972 Explosives Regulations 2024 Explosives Regulations 

OLD NEW 

1956 Explosives Act  2003 Explosives Act  



Explosives Act transport requirements 

• Transport operator to be registered with the Chief 

Inspector of Explosives (CIE).

• Road vehicles to be licensed by the CIE.

• Explosives licence to be kept on vehicle.

• Copy of Chapter 6 of Explosives Regulations to 

be kept on vehicle.

• Vehicles and drivers to comply with the NRTA.

• Permits to be carried for the consignment being 

transported.

• Vehicles to be inspected at least once per year.

• Submission of annual certificates.



Explosives Act licensed vehicles 

Light delivery vehicles Totally enclosed bodies

Tankers 

Trailers Mobile explosives manufacturing units 



Example of an explosives vehicle licence 

• Issued to transport operator.

• Provides vehicle details.

• Describes types and maximum 

quantities of explosives or regulated 

substances to be conveyed.

• List several conditions to be complied 

with.

• Does not expire subject to compliance 

with conditions.



Explosives transport permits 

Permit types:

• Temporary transport permit (TTP)

• Continuous transport permit (CTP)

• Export permit (EXP or CEP)

• Import permit (IMP)

• Transit permit (TRP)



Vehicle inspections conducted
2021 to 2025
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Financial year statistics are calculated from 1 April the one year to 31 March the 

following year as on 28 October 2025 (Source: SAPS Commercial Explosives System)

Pre-licensing inspections

To ensure legal compliance 

before an explosives vehicle 

licence is issued

Routine inspections

To verify continuous legal 

compliance



Import, export & transit inspections conducted
 2021 to 2025
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Financial year statistics are calculated from 1 April the one year to 31 March the 

following year as on 28 October 2025 (Source: SAPS Commercial Explosives System)

Import inspections

Conducted at port of entry and 

final destination

Export inspections

Conducted at supplier and 

port of exit

Transit inspections

Conducted at port of entry and 

port of exit



Challenges

• Local authority “fire permits” required for explosives vehicles.

• Incorrect location of battery isolator switches on vehicles imposed by 

some local authorities.

• Foreign vehicles not complying with minimum standards and legal 

requirements.

• Lack of proper safe transit facilities at ports and close to national roads. 

• Delays with the processing of dangerous goods vehicles at ports.

• Lack of proper rail infrastructure to promote rail transport of dangerous 

goods.



Thank you

E-mail: vstadenjj@saps.gov.za

Mobile: +27 79 520 2788

Brig PH Maswanganyi

Chief Inspector of Explosives/Section Head: Explosives

Col Jurie van Staden

Section Commander: Explosives Control

Criminal Record and Crime Scene Management

Division: Detective and Forensic Services

South African Police Service

E-mail: maswanganyip@saps.gov.za

Mobile: +27 79 520 3523
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